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Foreword 

It has been said that the Johnson name is the most prominent of any in the 

United States. This would indicate that tracing any one Johnson line would prove 

complicated, in that it would be hard to separate diverse branches of different 

families. The genealogical study of Hildred Clark Johnson's paternal ancestors did 

not turn out to be that difficult. While there were two generations that could not 

be connected with preceeding ones by direct proof, there was sufficient circumstantial 

evidence to complete the line with complete confidence in the results. 

An unusual feature of this family is that after the first generation left North-

ampton County and settled in Accomack County, the next two generations were found in 

lower Northampton County. A member of the fourth generation returned to Accomack 

County and settled in the upper parish. This posed no great problem either, since 

other Johnson families tended to remain clustered during this period. In documenting 

the results of the search in the two counties, Northampton County records have been 

labeled as such wherever they were used. Any documentation not labeled Northampton 

County is from Accomack County records. 

Documentation has been omitted on some current members of the family and their 

immediate ancestors. This information, needed to complete branches of the line, came 

from other family members and was not available elsewhere. Local Johnsons who have 

been querried are: Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Johnson of Horsey, Virginia; Mrs. Lois 

Johnson Ayres of Hopeton, Virginia; Mrs. Mattie Johnson Colona of Oak Hall, Virginia; 

and Mrs. Virgie Littleton Johnson Wilkerson of Snow Hill, Maryland. Mrs. Ayres 

Supplied most of the pictures. Sincere thanks is extended to these folk for their 

help. 

Chart I, showing the first four generations graphically, has been placed after 

the section on Benjamin Johnson of Northampton County. The John Johnson shown on it 

as son of Benjamin Johnson, is the same John Johnson shown on Chart II, as the pro-



genitor of the upper Accomack County Johnsons. Chart II, which completes the line, 

is located at the end of the Hildred Clark Johnson section. A third Johnson chart, 

showing local Johnsons connected to the line has been placed after the family 

pictures. This chart gives the descendants of Joseph S. Johnson, half brother to 

James G. Johnson, Hildred Clark Johnson's grandfather. Joseph S. Johnson moved to 

Chincoteague Island after retiring from farming and a number of his descendants are 

Chincoteague people. 

In order to be sure this line was researched completely and each generation was 

the proper one to succeed the previous ones, a number of other Johnson families and 

their branches have been followed, both Northampton County and Acconack County lines. 

Although they are not included herein, it has been interesting studying the Eastern 

Shore Johnsons to see how they fit together. It is noted that not all local John-

sons connect as readily to one of these lines as do the Johnsons of upper Accomack 

County. 

Mary Frances Carey 
Star Route, Box 11 
New Church, Virginia 

May 260 1986 
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Early Johnsons on the Eastern Shore of Virginia 

The settlement of the Eastern Shore of Virginia began by about 1620. Before 

that date, only a few English settlers had been here, exploring and preparing salt. 

The first census was taken in February 1624, which listed 76 men, women, and children 

living on the Shore. Asecond census was taken the following February, and this 

showed only 51 people. This record is extant and there were no Johnsons listed among 

the residents. Commissioners "for the Plantacon of Acchowmacke" were appointed in 

September of 1632 and the earliest court recordsswere begun on 1 January 1632/3. 

The first Johnson name to appear on the Eastern Shore of Virginia was that of 

Henry Johnson, aged 17 years "or there abouts", who made a deposition on 19 February 

1634/5 (Ames, County Court Records, Accomaek4lorthampton, Va., 1632-1640, P. 44). On 

6 July 1640, "Att a Courte held at Accowmacke", William Johnson, Cornelius Johnson, 

James Johnson, and Mr. Thomas Johnson, all had business at court (Ames, County Court 

Records, 1640-1645). Before 1646, an Edward Johnson, a John Johnson, a John John-

son, Jr., a Roger Johnson, and a Samuell Johnson, all show in the records. There is 

no doubt but that some of these men married and left descendants here, while others 

moved on into Somerset County, Maryland. 

Of these ten early Johnson men, the most interesting, and, apparently, the only 

one who could have been connected with the Johnson line being searched, was Mr. Thomas 

Johnson. A record of 31 May 1642, shows he was "Sheriffe for the County of Northamp-

ton" (Ames, pp. 180-182). Mr. Thomas Johnson was "Clarke" (clerk or recorder) of the 

court held for Northampton County on 28 April 1642(Ames, p. 264). His name also 

appeared in early records as serving on the jury, as an arbitrator, and as an over-

seer of an estate. On 4 July 1643, the court ordered "That James Bruce, Mr. Thomas 

Johnson, and Henry Pedenden shall within Thirty dayes satisfy and pay unto Wachio-

wamp Great King of the Eastern Shoare the quanity of Forty Armes Length of Rooneoake 

a peece for the quiett and peaceably enjoyeing of their land which they now possesse" 

(Ames, p. 289). 
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Thomas Johnson, Gentleman, patented 600 acres of land on the southwestern side of 

qloswattock Creek" on 4 June 1646 (Nugent, vol. I, p. 163). The patent stated he 

was eligible for this acreage for having paid the transportation of 12 persons to 

the Virginia Colony. On 9 April 1647, Thomas Johnson, Gentleman, was issued another 

patent for 100 acres of land on the south side of Occohannock Creek (Nugent, p. 164 

and Whitelaw, p. 528) and on 14 March 1655, he received a grant for 200 additional 

acres of adjoining land (Nugent, p. 329). 

Thomas Johnson served a number of terns as a justice or commissioner for North-

ampton County. In a dispute between the justices, he became the leader of the dis-

senting side (Whitelaw, p. 529). In 1652, the group presented, to authorities in 

Jamestown, the first American protest against taxation without representation (White-

law, p. 29). The outcome was unfavorable and Captain Thomas Johnson, among others, 

was fined five hundred pounds of tobacco, and bound over to keep the peace. He 

served the county as a justice and as a burgess after this incident, however. 

The name of Thomas Johnson's first wife has not been found, but he married Jane 

Major, the widow of John Major, in 1648 (Whitelaw, p. 529). 

Colonel Thomas Johnson wrote his will on 25 November 1658 and it was probated 

on 20 December of the same year (North. Co. Orders, 1657-1664, p. 27). He left his 

land to sons Thomas and Obedience, the latter being under 18 years of age. He named 

one other son as Richard, to whom he left four cows. His wife was appointed execu-

trix and Samuel Goldsmith was one of the three witnesses. 

Col. Thomas Johnson could have had grown sons by his first marriage, who were 

not mentioned in his will. The descendants of the sons he named lived on both sides 

of Occohannock Creek for many years, in Northampton County and in Accomack County, 

for Occohannock Creek became the dividing line between the two counties. 

A matter of interest is that on 27 November 1660, one Allison Southland made a 

deposition to the effect that a ten-foot house standing on the first land that 

Thomas Johnson patented had been used as a "meeting house" North. Co. Orders 1657-
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1664, P. 84). Whitelaw (p. 499) says this was the first reference to a Quaker 

Meetinghouse on the Eastern Shore. 
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George Johnson of Accomack County 

George Johnson's name first appears as a headright for Nicholas Waddilow, on 

8 October 1656, when Waddilow (Wallop) was granted 350 acres of land at "Nuswattocks 

Creek" (Nugent, p. 337). Conflicting conclusions can be drawn from finding George 

Johnson's name among Whddilow's headrights. It could have been that he was entering 

the county as an immigrant at this time. However, since Waddilow's patent touched, 

on the northwest corner, land that Col. Thomas Johnson had patented on Occohannock 

Creek in 1646 and 1655 (Whitelaw's Northampton County map), it seems likely there was 

some connection between the two men. Col. Johnson could have sent an older son by 

his first marriage to England for an education and this was he returning. It is 

evident that George Johnson was an educated man. He not only signed his name with-

out using a mark, as many others did, but he wrote his own will. 

If George Johnson were an immigrant in 1656, he soom became established, for his 

name began to appear in Northampton records. By 28 January 1660/1, he owned 12 sheep, 

when a list of sheep owners was recorded (North. Co. Orders 1657-.664, p. 89). He was 

listed as a tithable in Northampton County in 1662, and in March 1662/3, aged about 

35 years, he made a deposition (North. Co. Orders 1657-1664, p. 165). 

Records show that George Johnson married (1) Ellinor Meredith, the widow of 

Phillip Meredith. Meredith had owned land on the south side of Occohannock Creek, 

near Col. Thomas Johnson's lands (Whitelaw, p. 550), and had died by 1656, when his 

widow put 300 acres in trust for their daughters; Elizabeth, Mary, and Ellinor, to be 

effective at her death (North. Co. Deeds & Wills 1655-1658, p. 200). Thomas Johnson 

Was one of the trustees. On 11 November 1663, George Johnson, planter, of Accomack 

County, gave "ye three daughters of Phillip Meredith one Iron gray mare with a colt", 

and named his wife as Ellinor in the deed (Deeds & Wills 1663-16660 p. 42). 

George Johnson's name first appeared in Accomack County records on 16 July 1663, 

when he, Timothy Coe and Thomas ffolks served jury duty (Deeds& Wills 1663-1666, p. 
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16). Since Acconack County records begin on 21 April 1663, when the first court for 

the new county was held, it seems assured that George Johnson was established here as 

a resident by that date. 

On 5 November 1666, George Johnson was granted a certificate to patent 300 acres 

in Accomack County, for paying the transportation of six persons to the new world 

Orders 1666-1670, p. 9) and on 26 August 1667, another certificate was issued for 

250 acres (p. 36). He was granted the patent on 30 October 1669, for 950 acres, 400 

of which had been assigned him on 16 August 1665 by John Renny (Deeds & Wills 1664-

1671, p. 17). The land was on the north side of the northern branch of Muddy Creek 

(Nugent, vol. II, p. 65). George Johnson was granted 1100 additionalpadjacent acres, 

between the northern branch of Muddy Creek and Cattail, Creek, on 25 September 1674 

(Nugent, p. 153). Ke had purchased 400 acres, in the sane neighborhood (actually 

southeast of the present town of Mears, toward Bloxon), from Alexander Massey in 

1665 (Deeds & Wills 1664-1671, p. 18). So, by 1665-1675, George Johnson owned a large 

acreage, on the north side of Muddy Creek. 

He sold Edward Moore 200 acres of the Massey land on 16 December 1669 (Deeds & 

Wills 1664-1671, p. 141). Part of the remaining 200 acres, "land beginning at the 

branch at Bloxom's bridge", was given by the will of his great-grandson, Joshua 

Johnson, in 1782, for Bethel Baptist Church. The present building stands on the 

site (ffkitelaw, p. 1215). 

George Johnson and wife Ellinor sold 100 acres of his land to John Hamerin on 

16 July 1672, "part of the 400 acres that belonged to John Renne (Orders, Wills & 

c, 1671-1673, P. 152), but on 16 February 1681, he bought the same land back (Wills 

& Deeds 1676-1690, p. 302). 

Ellinor Johnson was living in July 1672, when she signed the deed with her 

husband, but must have died soon thereafter, for in that year her daughters received 

a new patent for 350 acres that had belonged to their father (Whitelaw, p. 550). On 

24 April 16750 Elizabeth Marsh, wife of Paul Marsh, of "Sumerset County of Province 
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of Maryland", gave a power of attorney to her "father-in-law" (stepfather), George 

Johnson, to sell her share of the land of "Phillip Mkrydoth lying upon Occohannock 

Creek" (Wills & Deeds 1676-1690, p. 23). 

On 11 November 1678, George Johnson and wife Mary sold 1025 acres of his land 

to William Nock for "15000 pounds of tobacco and Cask" (Wills & Deeds 1676-169o, p. 

123). The deed states that this was part of both Johnson patents. 

On 6 January 1684, George Johnson sold 400 acres to Phillip frisker for "32,000 

pounds of sound and merchantable tobacco and cask" (Wills & Deeds 1676-1690, p. 395). 

While George Johnson's land transactions are of notable interest, and show he 

was well-to-do, Accomack County records show another side of the man. He served on 

the jury again OR 16 December 1669 (Orders 1666-1670, p. 163). On 17 March 1678, he 

presented a servant girl, named Ann Jackson, to the court to have her age judged, who 

was adjudged to be 12 years (Wills, Deeds & Orders 1678-1682, p. 60). On 16 July 

1678, theleappeared the following: "Whereas Mary Gouldsmith was summoned to this 

Court to answere ye Crime of Fornicacon and forasmuch as George Johnson and Mary 

Gouldsmith being called to answere, alledged that they were married according to 

their Custose and manner and did acknowledge they were not married according as the 

Law enjoynes fined 500 pounds of tobacco each" (Wills, Deeds & Orders 1678-

1682, p. 60). 

This last establishes that George Johnson and his second wife, Mary Gouldsmith, 

were Quakers, which religious sect had been persecuted in Virginia since the 1660s. 

Accomack County could have been more tolerant of Quakers than Northampton County, 

however, since it was more sparsely settled and nearer Maryland, where Quakers were 

welcomed. The fine that George Johnson had to pay did not change his religious 

beliefs and practices, for on 18 January 1780, he and his wife were again summoned 

to court "to answer the presentment of the Church Wardens (Wills, Deeds & Orders 

1678-1682, p. 201). This time George was sick and unable to attend. 

On 13 November 1682, his name appeared with those of Timothy Coe, George Truet, 
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Thomas ffouks, Wonde Maklamie and John Drumond, when they bought one acre of land 

from John Parker, Thomas Mbrris and Richard Mbore for a Quaker laetinghouse (Wills tic 

Deeds 1676-1690, p. 366). 

After the death of George Johnsonithe following affidavit was given to the 

Accomack County Court on 22 June 1692, "in behalf of ye Quakers concerning a Meeting-

house: Whereas ye late act of Parliment does Injoyne all Protestant dissenters from 

the Church of hgland to Signfie to ye quarter sesions where they live the places of 

their meeting to perform Devine worship: - In obedience to which Act wee ye people 

comonly caled quaker toe hereby Inform all persons conserned that we doe constantly 

meet on ye first day of ye weeke called Sunday at our meeting house built for that 

use neare Gilford in this County and on ye fifth day of ye week called thursday 

either at the house of Sara Coe widow or at the house 

our monthly and quarterlie meetings at ye house of ye 

ye behalf of ye meeting. Presented by John Drumond " 

p. 242). 

George Johnson, "ye older", wrote 

of George Johnson deceased and 

said Geo Johnson. 

(Wills & c, Orders 

Signed in 

1682-1697, 

his will "at my now dwelling house at Muddy 

Creek on the 27th day of ye tenth month called December in ye yeare of our Lord 1690 

and in ye 2nd ytare of ye Raigne of King William and Queen Mary, I being not well in 

bodilee health but of good and perfect memorie praised be Almighty God" (Wills & C 

Orders 1682-1697, p. 245). He lived at least another year, for the will was recorded 

on 20 September 1692, after John Drumond's affidavit. 

He left his son George Johnson 200 acres of land "in ye woods near Blocksom's 

bridg". He gave his underage 

Son Samuel Johnson was given 

Gut where ye horse bridg is". 

son John Johnson "my Plantation whereon I now Live". 

"land and marsh beginning on ye further side of ye 

He named his wife Mary as executrix and left her 

servants and livestock. His "moveable" estate was to be divided between his widow 

and his five children; the three sons already named, another son named Afrodosie, 

and a daughter Susanna. He also made a bequeath to daughter Sara Stevens, of a young 
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cow and calf. 

The Quit Rents of Virginia for 1704, shows son George Johnson owning 200 acres 

of land in Accomack County (Smith, p. 49). This was the remaining 200 acres of the 

Alexander Massey purchase that he inherited and not part of the Muddy Creek patents. 

Neither John Johnson's nor Samuel Johnson's name appears in the Quit Rents. There 

was a William Johnson listed owning 150 acres in Accomack County, land that was 

northeast of Accomac (Whitelaw, p. 993), but no family relationship has been found 

between him and the line being searched. 

The children of George Johnson(ye older) were: 

1. John Johnson, d. testate 1734, wife Elizabeth. He left his land to a son, 

Isaiah Johnson, and had another son, Samuel Johnson and daughters, Dinah Johnson, 

Mary Lingo, Sarah Mears, Susanna Johnson and Elizabeth Johnson. 

2. George Johnson, II, died testate in 1732, wife Liddya. He left his holdings 

to sons George Johnson,III, and Affradosie Johnson. He had three other sons; William 

Johnson, Samuel Johnson, and Shadrack Johnson. his daughters were; Rachel Johnson, 

Susanna Johnson, and Ellinor Johnson. It was William's son, Joshua Johnson, who 

gave the land for Bethel Church. 

3. Samuel Johnson. See next section. 

L. Afrodosie Johnson. His name disappeared from the records. 

5. Susanna Johnson. 

6. Sara Stevens. 
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Samuel Johnson of Northampton County 

Samuel Johnson, son of George Johnson and his wife Ellinor, was born circa 1660. 

It can be assumed he married. circa 1680, but the name of his first wife is unknown. 

Samuel Johnson bought 50 acres of land on Kings Creek in Northampton County on 

15 January 1711/2, from Argoll Wilkins (North. Co. Wills & Deeds 1711-1718, p. 17). 

Whitelaw places this land near Cheriton (p. 167). Fifty adjacent acres were bought 

from William Melling on 17 March 1718 (North. Co. Deeds & Wills 1718-1725, p. 13). 

A marriage bond was issued to Samuel Johnson on 12 September 1723, for his 

marriage to Agatha Gilden (North. Co. Mar, Bonds 1706-1854, p. 52), This second 

wife died several years later and, circa 1727, Samuel Johnson married Josephus Maria 

West, the widow of John West the Younger (Whielaw, p. 293). From her will, probated 

on 8 March 1742, in which she named a brother as Daniel Godwin, Godwin was her maiden 

name (North. Co. Will Book 19, P. 86). Samuel Johnson had at least one son by his 

first marriage and probably a daughter. It appears he had a daughter by his second 

marriage but there were no children of the last marriage. 

On 6 October 1731, Samuel Johnson of Northampton County, carpenter, and his wife 

Josephus Maria Johnson, exchanged with Ansley Lingo of Accomack County, planter, the 

300 acres on Muddy Creek "given me by my father George Johnson of Accomack County, 

deceased, in his last will", for 230 acres of land in Northampton County (Deeds & 

Wills 1729-1737, part I, p. 174). The Northampton County recording of this deed 

places the 230 acres at Machipongo. Ansley Lingo sold Samuel Johnson's Muddy Creek 

property to Major Bird in 1740 (Deeds 1737-1746, p. 169). 

Samuel Johnson made his will on 22 February 1734 and it was recorded on 10 June 

1735 (actually the same year- before 1752, the 25th of March was New Year's Day). ke 

left his wife, Josephus Maria Johnson, "three Negros, nanely Robin, Cesar and Daniel" 

for her lifetime and then they were to go to his daughter, Mary Johnson. is daughter 

Ann Batson, the wife of Joseph Batson, heired a feather bed, bolster, two sheets, two 
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head of cattle and three head of sheep. Son Benjamin Johnson heired the 100 acre 

plantation on which he was living and 230 acres "whereon William Pettit now liveth". 

ie was also bequeathed three head of sheep and two head of cattle. Any other 

property was to be divided between his widow, who was named executrix, and his daughter 

Mary. ke directed that daughter Mary live' with his wife until she became 21 or 

married (North. Co. Wills & Inventories 1733-1740, p. 103). 

Daughter Mary Johnson died unmarried by 12 April 1742, when her will was probated 

(North. Co. Will Book 19, p. 87). She left her property to her "mother-in-law" (step-

mother) Josephus Maria Johnson and her brother Benjamin Johnson, who was named 

executor. 

10 



Copy of Samuel Johnson's will. 
Northampton County Wills & Inventories, 1733-1740, p. 103. 
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Benjamin Johnson of Northampton County 

Benjamin Johnson, only living son of Samuel Johnson, when he died in 1735, was 

born circa 1690, of an unknown mother. It appears he was born in lower Northampton 

County and lived his entire life there. 

He had married by 18 January 1714/5 and had children, for on that day there was 

recorded a deed from Rebecca Maddux to Benjamin Johnson giving an inventory of the 

"goods and chattle delivered to him for the proper use and account of his children 

which arp the grandchildren of the said Thomas Maddux (North. Co. Deeds, Wills & C 

1708-1717, p. 314). A long list of items follows, having a total value of 72 pounds, 

10 shillings, and 5 pence, but no mention is made of the name of Benjamin Johnson's 

wife. This document suggests that she was deceased by 1715, else she would have 

inherited, rather than her children. Thomas and Rebecca Maddux were her parents. 

On 13 September 1737, Benjamin Johnson, ship carpenter, sold the 230 acres his 

father had left him to Jacob Sturgis for 40 pounds (North. Co. Deeds 18, p. 105). 

Benjamin Johnson and wife Sarah exchanged the 100 acres where he was living, near 

Cherrystone, for 1871 acres near Maggoty Bay Church, with Major Guy on 2 January 

1737/8 (North. Co. Deeds 18, p. 111). lie and his family apparently moved south to 

this new location on Old Plantation Creeks between Cape Charles and Capeville. 

Benjamin Johnson's name continued to appear in the records through the following 

years. On 12 February 1744, he sold acre of land to Thomas Goffigon for 12 

shillings (North. Co. Deeds 18, p. 291). On 10 December 1751, the clearing of a 

road that he and neighbor Thomas Runt had requested was rejected by the court (Orders 

1751-1753, p. 45). Benjamin Johnson purchased 100 acres of land from William Guy 

on 7 August 1752 (North. Co. Dees 19, P. 326) for 155 pounds. He purchased 15 acres 

from Peter Williams on 13 March 1769 for 27 pounds, 15 shillings (North. Co. Deeds 

20, p. 455). On 10 December 1771, it was ordered the Azariah Wunt, Elezal Williams, 

John Robins, Jr., and Benjamin Johnson, or any three of them, appraise the estate 

of ISther Downs, deceased (North. Co. Minute Book 1771-1777, p. 25). 
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Benjamin Johnson wrote his will on 28 July 1763 and lived for ten more years 

without changing it. It was probated on 14 December 1773 (North. Co. Wills 24, p. 

213). At the time he wrote the will, his wife was Anne, whom he named as executrix. 

After he died, his "Widow and Relict", Rose Johnson, stating that Anne was deceased, 

was granted letters of administration on the estate. Records show that Benjamin 

Johnson married, on 30 July 1773, Rose Hunt, widow (North Co. Mar. Bonds, 1706-

1854, P. Si). Rose was the widow of Obediah Runt (Whitelaw, p. 120) and had been, 

before marriage, Rose Goffigon, daughter of James Goffigon (North. Co.Wills 22, 

369 and 467). 

The children that Benjamin Johnson named in his will were: 

1. Samuel Johnson, who heired his father's plantation and a slave. 

2. Sarah Johnson, who heired two slaves and a feather bed. 

3. John Johnson, who heired the 100 acre plantation bought of William Guy and 

a slave. See next section. 

4. Ann Johnson, who heired two slaves and a bed. 

5. Jesse Johnson, who heired three slaves and a bed. 

6. Agnes Johnson, m. Wilkins, who heired a slave, as did two of her child-

ren. 

pp. 

7. William Johnson, who heired 30 pounds. 

8. Benjamin Johnson, underage at time of his father's death. On 15 December 

1773, he chose Samuel Johnson as his guardian (North. Co. Minute Book 1771-1777, p. 

193). He heired three slaves and a bed. 
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JOHNSON CHART I 

1st generation 

George Johnson
patented 2050 acres 

Accomack County 
b.c. 1628 
d. 1692 
m.(1) Ellinor Meredith 
(2) Mary Gouldsmith 

2nd generation 

John 
d. 1734 
w. Elizabeth 

George II 
d. 1732 
w. Liddya 

Samuel 
b.c. 1 
d. 1735 
m. (1) 
(2) Agatha Gilden 
(3) Josephus Maria 

Godwin West 

3rd generation 

Afrodosie 

Susanna 

Sara Stevens 

14 

Ann Batson 

Benjamin 
b.c. 1.90 
d. 1773 
m. (1)   Maddux 
(2) Anne  
(3) Rose Goffigan Hunt 

4th generation 

Mary 
d. 1742 

Samuel 

Sarah 

John 
b.c. 1720 

Ann 

Jesse 

Agnes Wilkins 

William 

Benjamin 



John Johnson, Senr., of Accomack County 

John Johnson, "of Northampton County", bought 162 acres of land in upper 

Accomack County from Rubin and Sarah Westerhouse on 9 November 1772, for 324 pounds 

"current money" (Deeds 1770-1777, P. 142). Whitelaw (pp.1341 and 1342) places this 

land north of the road from Wattsville to T's corner (route 175), about midway, near 

Coard Town. A survey, made on 11 June 1793, shows the land as northwest of Wallop's 

Neck. (Surveyor's Record #1, p. 241). 

The 1783 Accomack County personal property tax list (Loose papers, Reel #551, P-

17) listed John Johnson, Senr., with two tithables (males over 16) in his house-

hold. He owned 5 slaves, 4 horses, and 12 cattle. He was living next door to his 

son, Azariah Johnson. 

On 19 November 1789, John Johnson, Senr., deeded his land, as 164 acres, to his 

son Azariah Johnson for 5 pounds, saying the land was where "said John Johnson now 

liveth on" (Deeds 1788-1793, p. 274). He was to retain a life interest in the land. 

He died intestate and the administration of his estate was granted by the court to 

William Johnson, on 22 February 1791 (Orders 1790-1793, p. 121). 

While there is no direct proof that this John Johnson was the son of Benjamin 

Johnson of Northampton County, the preponderance of evidence leads to that conclusion. 

One deed would give definate proof, but unfortunately it was either unrecorded, un-

indexed, or never existed. Such a deed would show how William Johnson, another son 

of Benjamin Johnson, got title to the Northampton County land his father left his 

brother John Johnson. William Johnson sold this land on 10 May 1774, to John Wilkins 

for 500 pounds (North. C. Deeds 21, p. 99). The deed stated that the 100 acres was 

purchased "of William Guy and the land descended from said Benjamin Johnson in fee 

simple (uncontested) to said William Johnson". This could imply that his brother 

John had died unmarried, between the time their father wrote his will in 1763 and 

when it was probated in 1773, and William had inherited the land as an older brother. 

However, there is no record of a John Johnson dying, either testate or intestate, 
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in Northampton County between 1754 and 1775, when the will of a John Johnson, Jr., 

was recorded (North. Co. Index to Wills and Torrence, Virginia Wills and Administra-

tions, 1632-1800, p. 234). John Johnson, Jr., was the son of the John Johnson who 

had died in 1754, who was himself the son of an Obedience Johnson. The conclusion 

has to be reached that brothers John Johnson and William Johnson made an arrange-

ment between themselves, before their father's death, that William would inherit the 

100 acres. It seems reasonable to suppose that, in exchange, John got money from 

his brother to help buy the land in upper Acconack County. 

Additional proof has been sought that this John Johnson was the son of Benjamin 

Johnson. The time that he first appeared in Acconack County indicates this. The 

fact that he named a son the unusual name of Azariah points to a connection with 

Azariah hunt of Northampton County. The records show that Benjamin Johnson was a 

close neighbor of the hunts and married Azariah Hunt's brother's widow for his third 

wife. Azariah hunt witnessed the will of Benjamin Johnson's son, William Johnson, 

in December of 1773 (North. Co. Wills 25, P. 384). Northampton County records have 

been searched, without success, looking for a marriage between John Johnson and a 

daughter of Azariah Hunt. Azariah Hunt died testate in 1775, without naming his 

daughters, only refering to "my daughters I had by the first wife" (Korth. Co. Wills 

25, p.

Azariah Hunt was the son of Thomas Hunt, who died testate in Northampton County 

in 1758 (North. Co. Wills & Inventories, 1754-1760, p. 346). He left real estate and 

slaves to sons Azariah and Obediah. He gave slaves to three daughters, Smart Hunt, 

Sarah hunt, and Anne Hunt. 

Azariah Hunt had married, secondly, Frances Benthall in 1759 and they had a 

daughter Nancy, who married William Waterfield in 1779 (Whitelaw, p. 355). Jacob 

Waterfield bought land in Accomack County in 1767, adjacent to the land John Johnson 

bought in 1772 0Whitelaw, p. 1340). Jacob died intestate in 1771 and the land was 

inherited by his son William Waterfield. This shows another possible connection 
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between Azariah Hunt and John Johnson, a connection that suggests John Johnson could 

have known of the availability of the land he bought in upper Accomack County through 

Azariah aunt. Indeed, Azariah aunt's grandfather(?), another Azariah Hunt, bought 

land in the same vicinity (Whitelaw, p. 1325). 

One last bit of evidence shows that John Johnson, who came from Northampton 

County to upper Accomack County in 1772, was the son of Benjamin Johnson of Northamp-

ton County. The upper Accomack County John Johnson had descendants named Samuel and 

Benjamin. Both of these names do not appear in other Eastern Shore Johnson lines. 

The sons of John Johnson, Senr., and an unknown wife, who could have been the 

daughter of Azariah Runt, were: 

1. Azariah Johnson, b.c. 1750. See next section. 

2. John Johnson, Junr.? 

3. William Johnson, who was appointed administrator of the estate of John 

Johnson, Senr. A William Johnson died intestate by 28 October 1791, when William 

Welburn was named to administer his estate Orders 1793-1796, p. 248). George 

Marshall and Charles Stockley were given as securities and John McLean, John Cord, 

James Gillet and John Gillet were to appraise the estate. Since a number of these 

men were known neighbors of John Johnson, Senr., and his son Azariah Johnson (see 

survey on next page), and since John Johnson, Senr., had an apparent brother named 

William. Johnson, it can be concluded this was a son. 
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Azariah Johnson 

Azariah Johnson's name first appeared in Accomack County records on 1 June 1774, 

when the court ordered that he be "Surveyor of the Roads in the Room of Edward Ardis" 

(Orders 1774-1777, p. 178). On 2 July 1778, Azariah Johnson brought a suit against 

John Beavans for a debt (Orders 1777-1780, p. 120). Hp name next appeared on the 

records on 1 May 1783, when he entered a claim to the Accomack County Court "on account 

of impressments for Continental purposes" (Orders 1780-1783, p. 530). He was requesting 

one pound and four shillings as payment for 32 pounds of bacon he had furnished the 

Continental Troops. The Commonwealth of Virginia issued a warrent that he be paid 

for this service on 16 July 1783 (Archives of Virginia State Library, Corn I, p. 27). 

This transaction established Azariah Johnson as an American Revolutionary Patroit 

and qualifies his descendants as eligible for membership in national patriotic 

organisations. 

From these and later records, it is judged that Azariah Johnson was at least 

30 years of age by 1783, indicating he was born circa 1750, and was grown when his 

father moved from Northampton County in 1772. ke would have been circa 39 years of 

age in 1789, when his father deeded him the land. 

Azariah Johnson was listed on the Accomack County personal property list for 

1783 and 1784, but does not appear in any census record. The 1783 personal property 

list shows he was the only white male in the household over 21 years of age, that he 

had 2 slaves, one over 16 years, 2 horses, and 12 cattle. 

Azariah Johnson died a comparatively young man, only two years after his father. 

lie wrote his will on 27 October 1793, and it was probated on 30 December of the same 

year (Wills 1788-1794, p. 791). He left his son John all his lands, and if John 

had no heirs, the land was to go to son William, and then to son Caleb, if William 

had no heirs. If all three sons were to die without heirs, the land was to go to 

three daughters; Sally Ardis, Betsy Copes, and Peggy Johnson. The balance of his 
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estate was left to his wife Leah for her lifetime and then to be divided between 

sons William and Caleb. Solomon Marshall, Thomas Boniwell, and Sabastdan Delastatius 

were witnesses to the will. 

It is apparent, from this will, that Azariah Johnson's sons were not of marrying 

age in 1793. however, since he had two married daughters, his sons would have been 

13 to 17 years of age, and would have married within several years of their father's 

death. 

Azai,iah Johnson's widow, Leah Johnson, died intestate by 27 May 1811, for on 

that date, the Accomack County Court appointed William Johnson to administer her 

estate (Orders 1809-1811, p. 329). While the records do not state it as fact, it 

is believed that Azariah Johnson's wife was Leah Marshall, the daughter of William 

Marshall, who named a daughter as Leah, when he wrote his will in 1760 (Wills& c 

1757-1761, p. 298). She would have been sister to Solomon Marshall, who was a 

witness to Azariah Johnson's will. 

The children of Azariah Johnson were: 

1. Sally Johnson, b.c. 1775, ni. James Ardis. 

2. John Johnson, b.c. 1776, d. testate 1808 (Wills 1806.1809, p. 613), 

Polly Marshall (Mar. Bonds 1774-1806, p. 16). In his will, he named his wife as 

Mary, a daughter as Margrit, and a son John. William Johnson and John Marshall were 

executors. John Taylor, Caleb Duncan, and Thomas Waters were witnesses. The son, 

John Johnson of John, married Charlotte Taylor of James on 28 August 1826 (Mar. Bonds, 

1806-1832, p. 67). Their tombstones stand today, on or near, the Azariah Johnson 

land, back in the woods, on the Cole Ring Road from Coard Town to Green kill (Route 

704), east of the point where the road makes the 900 turn from north to west. is 

tombstone reads: John S. Johnson, b. 1 August 1805, d. 12 April 1895; her's: Charlotte, 

wife of John S. Johnson, d. 1853, aged 48 years. They had, at least one son, William 

James Johnson (Deeds 1849-1851, p. 633). 

3. Betsy Johnson, b.c. 1777, in. Revel Copes. 

1801, 
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4. William Johnson, b.c. 1778. See next section, 

5. Peggy Johnson, b.c. 1779. 

6. Caleb Johnson, b.c. 1780, d. intestate 1829 (Orders 1829-1832, P. 11), m. (1) 

1802, Peggy Henderson, (2) 1814, Euphamia Marshall, daughter of Solomon Marshall. 
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William Johnson 

William Johnson, son of Azariah Johnson, was born circa 1778, and was near 

15 years of age when his father died in 1793. It is apparent that his brother John 

inherited his father's land, since John died testate in 1808, naming two children. 

William Johnson was one of the executors of his will (Wills 1806-1809, P. 613). 

The 

recently 

Accomack 

Accomack County Federal Census for 1800 indicates that William Johnson had 

married by that year. He is shown as the only William Johnson in upper 

County (Accomack Parish), as head of a household with no children. Both 

he and his wife were 16 to 26 years of age. The letters W.A. are found after his 

name, indicating he was living on Wallops Road. 

William Johnson's first marriage is not found in the Accomack County marriage 

registers, but other records show he married Peggy Taylor, the daughter of James 

and Leah Taylor of Oak Hall. On 16 January 1811, James Taylor and Leah his wife, 

deeded to William Johnson and Peggy his wife, 120 acres of land "where I now live", 

for 10 pounds (Deeds 1810-1812, p. 255). The deed states that after 

the land was to go to their Johnson grandsons, Samuel and James. 

The land was south of Oak Hall village, located near the Horsey 

section with present 

day maps as Johnsons 

when Charles Taylor, 

U.S.13 (old Wallops Road), the point designated 

their decease, 

Road inter-

on present-

Corner. The land had been in this Taylor family since 1732, 

son of James, and grandson of the first James Taylor (died 

1703), bought 190 acres from Guzalene Vanelson (Whitelaw, P. 1321). Johnsons who 

live there today can trace a continuous line back to William Johnson who was living 

there at the time of the 1800 census, and back to 1732, through 

The 1810 census shows William Johnson, aged 26 to 45/ head 

three sons under 10 years and one daughter 10 to 16 years (?). 

his wife Peggy Taylor. 

of a household, with 

One son was deceased 

by 1820, when William is shown (p.8, living next to William Smith) between 26 and 

45 years of age, with three other males in the househca, one under 10 years and 

two between 10 and 16 years. There were three females in tae household, one over 
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45 years, one under 10 years and one 10 to 16 years. No William Johnson was listed 

in the 1830 census. 

On 26 April 1811, James Taylor, Senr., and wife Leah, joined William Johnson, 

and wife Peggy, in selling William Smith 20 acres of woods land (Deeds 1815-1817, p. 

348). On 3 November 1812, William Johnson, W.R., borrowed 13 pounds 11 shillings 

and 1 pence from William and Samuel Downing (Deeds 1815-1817, p. 101). He used as 

collateral "the lands conveyed to him by James Taylor". On 5 November 1814, William 

and Margaret Johnson deeded 15 acres of the James Taylor land to John Staton for 

22 pounds 10 shillings (Deeds 1815-1817, p. 63). The deed states that James Taylor 

was deceased. 

Margaret Johnson's name does not appear in the records after this last deed. 

It is apparent that William Johnson had remarried Sally Marshall, daughter of George 

Marshall, by early 1820, for on 19 February of that year, James Collins and Fanny 

his wife, sold William Johnson, for $1601 2/5 of a mill, "late the property of 

George Marshall, deceased, of Levin, and now divided among the heirs as follows: 

viz. James Collins 2/5, Revel Taylor 2/5 and William Johnson 1/5". (Deeds 1819-1821, 

p. 243). John Collins had married Fanny Marshall in 1801 (Mar. Lick Bonds, 1774-

1806, p. 8) and Revel Taylor had married Ibba Marshall in 1811 Mar. Bonds, 1806-

1832, p. 126). On 14 April 1821, William Johnson and Sally his wife, sold 27i 

acres, "being the 1/5 laid off by George Marshall, dec'd", to Teackle Taylor, for 

$165 (Deeds 1821-1822, p. 153). On 9 November 1822, William Johnson sold James W. 

Melvin the 3/5 Parts of his mill for $240 (Deeds 1822-1824, P. 234). 

Since no wife joined him in selling the last property, it is assured William 

Johnson's second wife had died by late 1822. In picking his second wife, he had 

chosen a woman who lived near where he grew up, for, according to one of the above 

deeds, the George Marshall property was situated on a branch of Wallops Creek, "the 

upper part of which mill branch, is called by some Pocatag branch", and was bound, 

at this time, by lands of Jacob Waterfield and John Marshall (see survey map on p. 
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18 and Whitelaw, p. 1341). 

On 27 February 1826, William Johnson's will was proved in Accomack County 

Circuit Court (Orders 1824-1827, p. 267). William Smith was the named executor, 

with Oliver Logan and William Nock his securities. William Smith, John W. Downing, 

John A. Hay and David Broadwater, or any two of them, were appointed to appraise 

the estate. By sane oddity, the will was not recorded in the Accomack County will 

books. There does appear a list of the personal property of William Johnson of 

Wallops Road, a public auction of the same property, and a list of debits against 

the estate, all of which were recorded in 1828(Inventories 1828-1830, pp. 85, 86, 

87 & 88). 

An interesting feature of the sale of William Johnson's personal property, is 

that the widow bought a number of items, indicating that by the time of his death 

in early 1826, William Johnson had married for the third time. Indeed, Accomack 

County records show that William Johnson, widower, married Polly Mason, widow of 

Ayres, on 18 March 1823 (Mar. Bonds 1806-1832, p. 67). 

While census records indicate William Johnson had six children, only two living 

sons are known to be his by his first wife, Peggy Taylor. The same records snow 

there was a daugnter by this marriage, and a son and daughter by the second marriage: 

1.  Johnson, b.c. 1801. 

2.  Johnson, b.c. 1803, d. by 1811. 

3. Samuel Johnson of William, b.c. 1805, m. (1) 4 January 1826, Hester Ann 

Copes (Mar. Bonds 1806-1832, p. 67), (2) 10 March 1829, Charlotte Ball, widow of 

Noah Ball. Wallop Read and Peter Copes were sec. (same page). No record has been 

found of his death or of his children. 

4. James T. Johnson, b. 1807. See next section. 

5.  Johnson, b.c. 1818. 

6. ?Margaret Johnson, b.c. 1829, m. 1839,Edward Henderson, widower, James 

Johnson, sec. (Mar. Bonds 1832-18)41, P. 14). 
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James T. Johnson 

James T. Johnson was born on 10 August 1807 (Reg. of Deaths, 1853-1896). One 

of his marriage licences states he was the son of William Johnson and Margaret, his 

wife (Mar. Reg. #3, 1853-1896, p. 35). There is little doubt but that he was named 

for his maternal grandfather, making his full name, James Taylor Johnson. 

iis name first appeared in Accomack County records on 28 January 1829, when he 

obtained a marriage bond to marry Mary Delastasius, daughter of Thomas C. Delastasius 

(Mar. Bonds, 1806-1832, p. 67). ke is found next on 17 October 1829, as he and his 

brother, Samuel Johnson of William, join their wives, Mary and Charlotte, in selling 

the land "whereon James T. Johnson now resides and which was devised by  Taylor 

to the aforesaid James T. Johnson and Samuel Johnson", to John Massey, 135 acres for 

$442 (Deeds 1828-1830, p. 314). Janes T. Johnson would have been 22 years of age in 

1829. Re was shown by the 1830 census as 20 to 30 years, with no children. 

Mary Delastasius Johnson died young, for James Johnson married for the second 

time before 1845. The parents of second wife, Sally R. Johnson, are unknown. The 

marriage is not recorded in Accomack County. A suit was brought by David Ball against 

James Johnson and others in 1845 (orders 1842-1845, p. 662). This shows that Sally 

Johnson was the widow of Ball. Ball land was to be sold and Mrs. Sally John-

son was to retain a dower interest in the land, unless she and her husband Janes 

Johnson, agreed to accept money. iler marriage to a Ball is also unrecorded. 

The 1850 Federal Census for Accomack County, Accomack Parish, shows James T. 

Johnson, a 42 year old farmer, as head of household #326. In the household is his 

38 year old wife, Sally R. Johnson, and six children: Erastus J. aged 16, Mary C. 

and William C. both aged 12 years, Severn P. aged 9, Elizabeth A. aged 6, and James 

O. aged 2 years. 

Janes T. Johnson reported that his second wife died on 28 May 1856 at 45 years 

(Reg. of Deaths, 1853-1896). On 14 January 1857, a marriage bond was issued to him 
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to marry Margaret Sterling, widow of Samuel Sterling (Acco. Co. Mar. Bonds, from 

Mr. Mark Lewis' files). 

The 1860 census gives him in the same location (next to Dr. William S. korsey 

of Oak kall), as head of household #1003/1001. is age is given as 54 years and he 

is still farming. Severn P. Johnson, 20; Elizabeth Johnson, 15; and James O. John-

son, aged 11; are still in the household, as is Martha J. Johnson, aged 9, all of 

whom were children of the second marriage. A new son, George W., aged 3/12, had 

been born of the third marriage. Wife Margaret is shown as 24 years of age at this 

time. 

By 1870, his third wife had died. James Johnson, a 64 year old farmer, was 

recorded, head of household #86. Son James was still in the household, as was son 

3eorge Washington. Two other sons had been born; Joseph Johnson, aged 8, and Ben-

jamin, aged 5 years. A 33 year old female named Matthews Ling was given as house-

keeper. 

James T. Johnson married for the fourth and last time on 15 January 1873, 

Elizabeth Ling(Lang), 68, the widowed daughter of George and Polly Window (Mar. Reg. 

#3, p. 35). This wife had also died by 1880, when the census recorded James Johnson 

as head of household #408/4181 a 72 year old farmer. is son James, a 33 year old 

farmer, was living in the household with wife Ocia Johnson, aged 25, and three child-

ren: Charles Johnson aged 7, Elihu Johnson aged 4 years, and James Johnson aged 3 

years. Benjamin Johnson was still in the household. ke was 15 years of age in 1880. 

James T. Johnson bought and sold a number of different properties during his 

lifetime. After selling the land he inherited from his grandfather Taylor in late 

1829, he bought 123 adjacent acres on 9 February 1830(Deeds 1828-1830, p. 314) and 

apparently lived, the rest of his life here. We bought an additional 166 acres in 

1850 (Deeds 1853-1855, p. 167). In 1863, "for $70 each year as long as James T. 

Johnson shall live" he sold 84 acres of the last tract to his oldest son Erastus 

Johnson (Deeds 1862-1865, p. 399). In 1865 "for the natural love apiglaffection" 

26 



for his son William C. Johnson, plus $5 annually, he gave this son 80 acres of the 

same land (Deeds 1865...1867, p. 162). On 26 August 1884, James T. Johnson gave son 

the 
Joseph S. Johnson 80 acres of land for $300 and promise that this son would supply 

him with "board, clothes, prepared fire and wood, house room and such comforts" 

(Deeds 57, p. 23). From the boundries of this property, it is evident that this was 

the James T. Johnson hone place, and deeds from the heirs of Joseph S. Johnson to 

Guy I. Lewers in 1945 (Deeds 181, p.279, p. 281, and p. 282) show it to be the pre-

sent home of Eugene Lewers. 

James T. Johnson died testate on 20 December 1890 of paralysis (Reg. of Deaths, 

1853-1896). is will was written on 16 May 1888 and was probated on 29 December 1890 

(Wills 1882-1901, p. 190). lie left 95 acres of land to his son Benjamin Johnson. 

The balance of his estate was to be sold and the proceeds divided equally between 

children and grandchildren. One share was to go to Elizabeth Cutler, wife of John 

Cutler; one share to Mary Taylor, wife of Alfred Taylor; one share to son Washington 

Johnson; one share to son Severn Johnson; one share to son Benjamin Johnson; and one 

share to the children of deceased daughter Martha Sterling. A codicil was added on 

29 August 1888, revoking the share to son Severn. 

The children of James T. Johnson were: 

By first marriage to Mary S. Delastastius: 

1. a'astas J. Johnson, b. 1833, d. 1913, m. 1856, Louise Copes, (2) 1873, Eliz-

abeth i. (kenrietta) Scott Mason, widow (Mar. Reg. #3,p.4 and p.38). ie and his 

second wife are buried in Nelsons Cemetery at the Md.-Va. line. 

By second marriage to Sally R.  

2. Mary C. Johnson, b.c. 1838, m. Alfred Taylor. 

3. William C. Johnson, b.c. 1838, In. Martha A.  

4. Severn P. Johnson, b. 1840, d. 1919, m. Mary E.  . They are buried at 

Nelsons Cemetery. 

5. Elizabeth A. Johnson, b.c. 1844, m. 1868, John W. Cutler, son of George and 
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Deliah Cutler. 

6. James 0. Johnson, b. 1845. See next section. 

7. Martha J. Johnson, b. 1851, d. 1887, m. 1872 Joseph Sterling (1844-1928). 

Tombstones for this couple are standing behind the Eugene Lewers home. It is guessed 

that James T. Johnson and his wives are buried in the sane plot. 

By third marriage to Margaret Sterling, widow: 

8. George Washington Johnson, b.c. 1860, m. 1881, Annie Smith) daughter of 

Edward and Catherine Smith. 

9. Joseph S. Johnson, b. 1860, d. 1941, m. 1889, Annie May Tindall, daughter 

of John W. and Elizabeth J. Tindall. She was born in 1871 and died in 1940. They 

are buried at Downings Church Cemetery. 

10. Benjamin G. Johnson, b. 1865, d. 1925, m. (2) 1912, at 45 years (div.), 

Milcha A. kali, b. 1857, d. 1928. They are buried at the John W. Taylor Memorial 

Cemetery at Teuperanceville, Virginia. 
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James O. Johnson 

Janes O. Johnson, son of James T. Johnson and his second wife, Sally R. Johnson, 

was born in 1845 and died in 1929, according to his tombstone at Downings Cemetery 

at Oak kali, Virginia. While this birth date differs slightly with census records 

and his marriage record, both of these are known to show errors within five years. 

On 8 January 1873, James Johnson, son of James and Sally Johnson, married Ocia 

Sterling, daughter of   and Mary Ann Taylor, at Temperanceville, Virginia 

(Mar. Reg. #3, p. 35). Since this record omitted the name of her father, her line 

cannot be traced. Mary Ann Sterling married Oliver J. Taylor on 23 December 1858 

(Ear. Reg. #3, p. 7). ker parents are given as Kendal and Esther, with no last 

names. The 1860 census shows Oliver J. Taylor, 24, head of household 103/101, with 

wife Mary A., 23, and Oceania, aged 6. This indicates that Mary Ann was a Sterling 

widow, with a 4 year old daughter, when she married O.J. Taylor. Oshia T. Johnson's 

tombstone at Downings shows she was born in 1854 and died in 1930. 

As has been shown, Janes O. Johnson and his family were living with his four-

tine widowed father in 1880. Since there is no 1890 census, he is next shown in 

1900, as a 53 year old farmer, born in April 1847, with wife Oshia and son Drummond, 

19, and daughter Manie V., aged 12, at home. Nearby is brother Joseph Johnson, with 

wife Annie, and five children: Fletcher, Solomon E., Bertha M., Vernon, and Joseph R. 

(Roland). In the next household is Elihu Johnson, son of James O. and Oshia, with 

wife Lula and no children. 

On 19 July 1887, James O. Johnson bought 93 acres of land, for 1400, from 

Sabastian C. Lewis and wife (Deeds 59, p. 190). The land was in the neighborhood 

of korsey Station, bordered on the north by his father's land (left by James T. to 

son Benjamin) and on the west by the railroad. On 4 January 1897, he bought his 

brother Benjamin's 96 acres. These two purchases comprise the recent A.J. Thorn-

ton farm, where James O. Johnson farmed and raised his family. 
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James 0. Johnson died intestate on 26 November 1929. His widow died testate on 

26 September 1930 (Wills 22, p. 211), naming their children as: 

1. Charles E. Johnson of Makemie Park, Virginia, b. 1873, d. 1947 (tombstone 

readings at Downings Cemetery), m. (1) Laura F. Trader of Worcester County, Maryland, 

(1874-1912), (2) Ethel Taylor (1895-1963). He was the father of 0. Milton Johnson 

(1896-1971), Ernest Johnson, and Stella Johnson. 0. Milton Johnson had a general 

store and home at the Horsey Road intersection, on U.S.13, and it was from these 

that Johnson's Corner probably got its name. 

2. Elihu C. Johnson of Horsey, Virginia, b.c. 1876. See next section. 

3. J. Drummond Johnson of Assaworan, Virginia, b.c. 1880, d.c. 1973, in. (1) 24 

November 1901, Rena B. Bundick of Assawoman, (2) late in life, a woman from Lee Mont. 

It is not known where he is buried. he had five children by the first marriage: Ray 

Johnson, Randolph Johnson, Marion Johnson, Norman Johnson, and Mabel Johnson. 

L. Fletcher L. Johnson of Hopeton, Virginia, b. 1892, d. 1966, m. 2 August 1911,

Vennie Hart of Bloxom, Virginia. He is buried in Parksley Cemetery and his widow is 

now in a nursing hore. They had one daughter, Lois Johnson, who married Winfred 

Ayres of Hopeton. 

5. Manie V. Johnson of Horsey, Virginia, b. 1889, d. 1973, m. (1) c. 1905, 

WaLcm_ i  Bundick, (2) 1911, Alfred J. Thornton (1890-1973). They are buried at 

Downings. She was the mother of Raymond Bundick (1906-1966) by the first marriage. 

There were no children by the second. 
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Elihu C. Johnson 

Elihu C. Johnson was the second son of James O. and Oshia T. Johnson. According 

to the executor of his mother's will, he was born in 1880, but this is obviously in-

correct by several years. The 1900 census states he was born in December 1875. 

He married, on 2 December 1896 (at 20 years of age according to this record), 

Lula A. Smith, 21, the daughter of Noah and Susan Smith (Mar. Reg #4, p. 8). She 

was a sister to Dixon Smith, blacksmith, of Oak Hall. Her father was Noah Smith, 

Jr., the son of Noah Smith, Sr., b.c. 1786 (1850 census). 

The 1910 census shows the family next door to his uncle, Joseph Johnson. Elihu 

C. Johnson was a 33 year old farmer. His wife, Lula A. Johnson, was 35 years of age. 

The couple had had four children, only two of whom were living. They were: daughter 

Margie, aged 9, and son Hildred, aged 5. 

Elihu Johnson lived his entire life near Johnson's Corner. His adult years 

were spent farming. He bought, from Henry 0. Hall and Elizabeth E. his wife, on 30 

November 1909, 4.4 acres of land for $3600 (Deeds 94, p. 82). This farm, and his 

home, were on the old Wallops Road from Temperanceville, as it passed Jerusalem 

Church and continued north toward Oak Hall. This section was by-passed when the road 

was straightened to form present U.S.13. The house still stands on the farm, between 

U.S. 13 and the present Robin Lewers home, just south of the old Taylor land. 

Wife Lula A. Smith Johnson died on 24 November 1915 (tombstone at Downings) and 

Elihu C. Johnson married, circa 1918, Laura Taylor, sister of Ethel Taylor, who was 

the second wife of his brother Charles E. Johnson. They were daughters of Jefferson 

Taylor and his wife Mollie. Mollie Taylor was a sister to Lula A. Smith Johnson. 

On 21 August 1918, Elihu C. Johnson bought 30 acres at public auction for $2902 

(Deeds 113, p.472). This was a tract located between Johnson's Corner and Oak Hall. 

It had been given by Dr. William S. Horsey's widow, Sallie Horsey, to Frank Brit-

tingham (colored). He had borrowed on it and lost it. This is the present Highway 
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Service, Inc., land, south of Oak Hall. 

Elihu C. Johnson died testate on 2 March 1933 (Wills 22, p. 364). His will was 

written on 13 January of that year, with S.L. Trader, Vernon East, and Edward Ayres 

as witnesses. He requested that his debts be paid and the balance of his estate be 

divided between his widow and his two younger children. His two older children were 

deceased by the time of his death. 

The children of Elihu C. Johnson by his first marriage were: 

1. Margie Johnson, b. 16 October 1900, d. 6 December 1921 (tombstone at Downings), 

m, c. 1918. William Northam. They had no children. 

2. Hildred Clark Johnson, b. 2 October 1904. See next section. 

Children by the second marriage were: 

3. Lula May Johnson, b. 1919, deceased, in.   Todd of Berlin, Maryland. She 

had two children, Brenda Todd and Jerry Todd. 

4. LeRoy Lee Johnson, b. 1923, in. Naomi   of Berlin, Maryland. Roy Lee 

has spent his adult life in the construction business in Florida. He has three 

children. 
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Mildred Clark Johnson 

Mildred Clark Johnson was the only son of Elihu C. Johnson and his wife, Lula 

A. Smith Johnson. According to family sources, he was born on 2 October 1904. The 

same sources indicate that in his youth he attended school at Temperanceville, Vir-

ginia, and Downings Church in Oak Hall. 

Mildred C. Johnson married Virgie Alma Littleton of Pocomoke, Maryland, on 4 

August 1923 (Somerset Co. marriage certificate). The newlyweds lived with his father 

for the first year and then moved to Pocomoke, where their two older children were 

born. In 1930, the family moved back to Virginia, so that Mildred could farm with 

his father. They then lived on the 30 acre tract his father had bought in 1918, or 

the more recent Paige D. Fisher home place and the present Highway Service, Inc., 

property. A third child and second son was born here. 

On 1 November 1932, Mildred C. Johnson lost his life in an unusual highway 

accident, which occurred approximately 15 miles south of Wilmington, Delaware. He 

was accompaning Rosser Justice of Horsey on a truck, carrying a cargo of produce to 

New York. A local newspaper states, "Both men heard a bumping sound under the truck 

as they were climbing a hill and Mr. Johnson climbed out on the running board to 

investigate" (The Peninsula Enterprise, November 5, 1932 issue, page 1). In some 

unknown manner, he fell from the truck, and died of head injuries before reaching 

a Wilmington hospital. His obituary (p. 10 of the same issue) reported his funeral 

on November the 3rd at Downings Church, conducted by Rev. C. W. Hillman, pastor, 

and Rev. F. T. Fulcher. He was buried beside his mother and sister in Downings 

Cemetery. 

Mildred C. Johnson's widow remarried, on 25 December 1936, Dorsey E. Wilkerson 

of Miona, Virginia. They moved to a farm near Snow Hill, Maryland, in early 1938, 

where the Johnson children were raised. There were no children of the second mar-

riage. 
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The children of Hildred Clark Johnson and his wife, Virgie Littleton Johnson, 

were: 

1. Edward C. Johnson, b. July 1924, m. Mae Brittingham of Snow Hill. They 

live in Berlin, Maryland, and have three children; Edward Clark Johnson, Melody Ann 

Johnson and Patrick Lee Johnson. 

2. Annabelle Johnson, b. December 1926, m. 27 March 1948, at LaPlata, Mary-

land, Ralph Klein Taylor of Parsonsburg, Maryland. They live in Richmond, Virginia, 

and have four children; Robert Dorsey Taylor, William Bruce Taylor, Richard Klein 

Taylor, and Susan Ann Taylor. 

3. William J. Johnson, b. January 1931, m. Peggy Fitzhugh of Pockmoke, Mary-

land. He holds an U.S. Government position in Brussels, Belgium. They have two 

daughters: Sandra Marie Johnson Throckmartin of Virginia Beach, Virginia, and Sally 

Virginia Johnson Secor of the U.S. Marine Corps. 
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JOHNSON CHART II 

4th gen. 

John,  Senr.
b.c. 1720 
d. 1791 

5th gen. 

Azariah 

6th gen. 

b.c. 1750 
d. 1793 
m. Leah 
Marshall? 

John, Junr.? 

Sally Ardis 
b.c. 1775 

John 
b.c. 1776 
d. 1808 

Betsy Copes 
b.c. 1777 

William 
b.c. 1778 
d. 1826 
m.(1) Peggy 

Taylor 
+2 more times 

Peggy 
b.c. 1779 

Caleb 
b.c. 1780 
d. 1829 

7th gen. 

b.c. 1801 

b.c. 1803 

Samuel of Wm. 
b.c. 1805 

Jamts T. 
b. 1807 
d. 1890 
in. 4 times 

b.c. 1818 

Margaret 
Henderson 
b.c. 1820 

8th gen. 

Erastus J. 
b. 1835 
d. 1913 

Mary C. Taylor 
b.c. 1838 

William C. 
b.c. 1838 

Severn p. 
b. 1840 
d. 1919 

Eliz. A. Cutler 
b.c. 1844 

James O. 
b. 1845 
d. 1929 
m. Oshia 
Sterling 

Martha J. Sterling 
b. 1851 
d. 1887 

G. Washington 
b.c. 1860 

Joseph S. 
b. 1860 
d. 1941 

Benjamin G. 
b. 1865 
d. 1925 

9th gen. 

Charles E. 

10th gen. 

b. 1873 
d. 1947 
m.(1) Laura 

Trader 
(2) Ethel 

Taylor 

Elihu C. 
b.c. 187 
d. 1933 
m.(1) Lula A. 

Smith 
(2) Laura 

Taylor 

O. Milton 

11th gen. 

b. 1896 
d. 1971 
in. Irene 

Bagwell 

Ernest 

Stella Bagwell 
Smack 

Margie Northam 
b. 1900,d. 1921 

J. Drummond 
b.c. 1880 
m.(1) Rena 

Bundick 

Manie V. 
b.1:0 
d. 1973 
m.(1)  

Bundick 
(2) Al J. 

Thornton 

Fletcher L.
b. 1891 1 
d. 1966 

Vennie Hart 

Ralph 

Mildred C. 
b. 1904 
d. 1932 
176 Virgie 
Littleton 

Lula May Todd 
b. 1919 

LeRoy Lee 
b. 1923 

Norman 
Marion 

--Ray 
Raymond 
Mabel 

Raymond Bundick 

'Lois J. Ayres 

Edward 
Annabelle 
William 
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This report does not contain pages 36, 37, 39 & 40, 

which may have been reserved for family pictures. 



Fletcher L. Johnson 
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JOHNSON CHART III 

8th generation 

-efh S. 
1;.0 

d. 1941 
in. 1889, Annie Mae 

Tindall, dau. 
of John H. and 
Elizabeth 

9th generation 

Sollie E. 
b. 1891 
d. 1936 
in. Jennie A. 

Hickman 

Bertha M. 

10th generation 

Virginia E. 
in. Wesley L. Jeffries 

Joseph Wm. (Joe Bill) 
m. (1) Iris Payne Blue 

(2) Maude Dix 

Eloise 

11th generation 

J. Wesley Jeffries 

Ellen J. Davis 

in. Wilson M. Thornton 

b. 1892 
(1) Herbert Churn 
(2) Buck Landing 

Vernon L. 

Estelle Churn Cerasoli 
Eliz. Churn Gerson 

b. 1894 
in. (1) Ruah Smith 

(2) Mildred G. 

Joseph Roland 
b. 1898 
d. 1957 
in. (1) Nora Short 

(2) Sarah E. Nelson 

Myrtle E.
in. Ingalls R. Melvin 

Vernon L., Jr. 

J. R. 
Barbara 

Martha Estelle (Mattie) 
b. 1902 
in. Walter K. Colona 

Louise 

Middie Melvin Ring 

WAter, Jr. 
Neta Grace 

in. Louis Watson 
Janice Faye Watson 

Kieth Thornton 
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