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Foreword 

Tracing this Davis line has proved a complicated task, especially in 

separating it from other Davis lines in Accomack County. Not only were there 

a number of other lines, but the same given names appear in each of them. While 

this could indicate the lines were related, the early public records do not 

show a relationship. 

John Wesley Davis' descendants are known, and his ancestors have been 

traced, with proof, back to his great-grandfather, Henry Davis. A weak con-

nection occurs in the determination of Henry Davis' father. As is shown herein, 

there is no proof that Henry Davis was the son of Robert Davis. The assumption 

that he was is based on two legitimate factors. Firstly, the land owned by 

Robert Davis, and by Henry Davis and his son, were in the same general area of 

Metompkin District, Accomack County. Secondly, the men who administered estates, 

witnessed wills and deeds, lived as neighbors, and whose children married into 

the Davis family, have included Bakers, Littletons and Bundicks from the 1600's 

to the time that John Westly Davis' father moved to the Horntawn area. 

Full documentation for the births, deaths and marriages of the descendants 

of Lawrence B. Davis has not been included. This information was given by 

family members, taken from tombstones, and from the two Davis family Bibles 

that were located. 

Hopefully, this family history will be enjoyed by present John Wesley Davis 

descendants and others still to come. 

Mary Frances Carey 
Star Route, Box 11 
New Church, Va. 23415 

October 2, 1984 
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Early Davis Families of the Eastern Shore of Virginia 

The Davis name is one of the very oldest to appear in Eastern Shore records. 

A William Davis was recorded among the 51 persons in a census taken here in 

February of 1625 (Whitelaw, p. 25). He is listed as being 33 years of age and 

as having come to Virginia in 1618, aboard the William and Thomas. The settle-

ment of the Eastern Shore had begun to increase in 1620, as an expansion of the 

first permanent settlement at Jamestown. It is not known if William Davis came 

directly from England to the Eastern Shore, or if he first landed at Jamestown. 

The settlers of Virginia before 1616 became known by the authorities as 

"Ancient Planters" and as such were entitled to patents of 100 acres of land. 

William Davis would have missed this designation by two years. 

A 1660 entry in the records shows that Margery Cugley had married William 

Davis (Whitelaw, p. 229). This Margery's mother, Hannah, had been the wife of 

Ensign Thomas Savage, and as his widow married, secondly, Daniel Cugley. Ensign 

Savage is recognized as the first permanent settler of the Eastern Shore, having 

arrived at Jamestown with Christopher Newport aboard the John and Francis in 1608 

at age 13, and becoming a permanent resident of the Shore from 1620 until his 

death in 1635 (Turman, p. 23). Daniel Cugley was a mariner, who patented 400 

acres called Savage's Choice in 1635. His land was in Savage's Neck adjacent to 

land owned by Ensign Thomas Savage, on the northwest of Cherry Stone Inlet, North-

ampton County, Virginia (Whitelaw, p. 229). 

The William Davis, who married Margery Cugley, could have been a son of the 

William Davis listed in the 1625 census. However, in 1635, when William Stone 

patented 1800 acres on Hunger's Creek, a William Davis was named as one of the 

headrights, along with Henry Holland, Robert Chessheire, James Fletcher, Henri 

Armetrading and others (Nugent I, pp. 27 and 28). This William could have been 

an immigrant at this time and still have been the William Davis who married 

1 



Margery Cugley. In 1663, Margery Cugley Davis' half-brother, John Savage, sold 

400 acres of land that he said had been left him "by the will of his half sister 

Margery Cuggly." While no such will has been located, this would indicate that 

William Davis and Margery had no children. Nevertheless, in 1678, a John Davis 

was located in Savage's Neck (Whitelaw, p.233). 

It cannot be determined if the first William Davis of the Eastern Shore left 

descendants here. The fact that he did not patent land, indicates that he could 

have died unmarried. No will or administration of his estate also points to this 

as fact. On the other hand, since the official records of wills and administra-

tions date from 1632, he could have been the progenitor of Davis families still 

living in Accomack and Northampton Counties. 

Another early Eastern Shore settler was James Davis, who first appeared in 

Northampton County records on 19 February 1633/4, when he bought 'tone iron pott 

for 40 pounds of tobacco to be payd at this Cropp" (Fleet, p. 11). On 15 Sep-

tember 1634, James Davis, "tged 25 years or thereabouts", gave a deposition. 

This appears to be the same James Davis wno bought an unspecified acreage of 

land on Hunger's Creek from William Stone in 1648 (Whitelaw, p. 324). He pat-

ented an additional 250 acres in Northampton County in 1651 (Nugent I, p. 215). 

This James Davis is nowhere listed as a headright, indicating he was a native 

of the Shore by 1633. 

In order to encourage settlement in Virginia, the London Company granted 

eadkonigrant, who paid for his own transportation, 50 acres of land. 50 acres 

more was granted for every "headright" or other person for whom the patentee 

paid passage expenses. Headrights included people from all social classes, 

nobility and gentry, yoemen, indentured servents, negros and members of the 

patentee's family. Theorically, a person's name would appear as a headright 

only once, which could be several years after their arrival. Exceptions to this 

were persons who went back to England and then returned to Virginia. Their 
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names could be given as headrights for different patentees, at different times. 

In practice, then, the same man's name could be listed for different persons in 

a given area. If the name was a fairly common one, it becomes impossible to 

tell from headright lists if this was the same man or two different men with 

the same name. As settling increased, it becomes equally impossible to separate 

families who had been on the Eastern Shore for some years from new arrivals. 

While only a handful of Davis men patented land in Accomack and Northampton 

Counties in the 1600s, and still fewer bought and sold land during the period, 

a number of Davis names appear as headrights. In addition to the William Davis, 

named previously as a headright for William Stone in 1635, a William Davis was 

listed as headright for Stephen Charlton in 1638, when Charlton patented 1000 

acres in Accomack County on "Nuswattocks Creek"(Nugent I, p. 82). 

The name of John Davis appears as a headright for Nicholas Waddilow (Wallop) 

in 1649, for land on Occahannock Creek (Nugent I, p. 183). The same name is 

again shown as a headright in 1659, for land patented at "Wattchepreag" (Nugent I, 

p. 393). A certificate was granted to John Davis for 300 acres of land on 18 

December 1665 (Nottingham, Acco. Co. Certificates and Rights, p. 19). No 

location of this land is given. A John Davis of Northampton County, is shown 

by The Quit Rents of Virginia as owning 850 acres in 1703 (p. 25). A John Davis 

died intestate in Northampton County in 1709 leaving no known descendants 

(Torrence, Va. Wills and Adm., 1632-1800, p. 114). 

Other headrights were: Robert Davis in 1663, Mary Davis in 1664, Matthew 

Davis in 1666/7, John Davis and Thomas Davis in 1668/9, Hunphry Davis in 1668/9, 

Thomas Davis in 1671, Robert Davis in 1671, Samuel Davis and Francis Davis in 

1671/2, William Davis in 1672, Mary Davis in 1673, James Davis in 1674, John 

Davis in 1674, George Davis in 1684, Elizabeth Davis in 1693/4, and Daniel Davis, 

Stokes Davis and Katherine Davis in 1703/4 (Nugent). 

The next major obstacle to connecting ear4Davis families on the Eastern 

3 



Shore is the lack of Davis wills. Only three were recorded up to the year 1700. 

Between 1700 and 1800, there were three in Northampton County and four in 

Accomack. 

A Thomas Davis died intestate in Northampton County in 1672 (Order Book 9, p. 

158). The records show only a small inventory of livestock and household 

articles. No family is named. The will of James Davis is recorded there in 1682 

(Order Book 11, p. 226). He left to two sons, James and Pierce, a daughter, 

Hester Read, and a widow Bridget Davis. Son Pierce died testate in 1696 (Orders 

& Wills 13, p. 409), naming his heirs as a widow Elizabeth, daughter Mary and 

sons Pierce, Digby and Oneal. Son James, with wife Susanna, sold his inherited 

land by 1690 and disappeared from Northampton records. Other Northampton County 

probate records concern later descendants of Pierce Davis, with three exceptions; 

an Iasue (Jeffrey or Japhat, according to Whitelaw p. 590) Davis, who left a 

will in 1708 (Deeds, Wills & C, Book XIX.s, p.2), and who had no descendants; the 

John Davis who died intestate in 1709 (Orders, Wills & C, 1698-1710, p. 469), 

whose estate was administered to Ann Davis; and Richard Davis, whose will was 

probated in 1724 (Deeds, Wills & C, 1718-1625, p. 207). Richard named his wife 

as Susannah Davis and two sons, Hancock Davis and Jacob Davis. 

Accomack County wills begin with the nuncupative will of a Hopkins Davis 

(Wills 1678-1692, p. 248) in 1681. He left a mare and "three head of cattle" to 

Henry Reede, indicating he was unmarried and had no legal heirs. Notice is made 

here that there was no Hopkins Davis listed in Eastern Shore headrights. A 

Hopkins Davis is, however, given as a headright in 1652 in Northumberland County, 

Virginia, showing that persons with the Davis name could have passed back and 

forth to other parts of Virginia, farther complicating the tracing of family 

lines. 

The will of Robert Davis was probated in Accomack County in 1706 (see next 

section). 

4 



The will of James Davis was the next to appear in the Accomack County records, 

in 1713 (Wills 1692-1715, part III, p. 130). It cannot be said with certainty 

if this was James, son of James of Northampton County who died in 1682, the James 

who was listed as a headright in 1674, or an entirely different James Davis. 

Whoever he was, he had bought 200 acres of land near Messongo Creek from Col. 

William Kendall in 1685 (Whitelaw, p. 1259), which he left to sons James and 

Henry. He bought 170 acres from Elizabeth Tilney in 1697, in the neighborhood 

of present-day Daugherty near Locus tville (Whitelaw, p. 878). At the time of 

his death, he was living on the latter property and left it to sons Thomas and 

Ann 
Charles. His widow was Ann (probably ElizabethAfrom later records) and two 

daughters, Sarah and Ann, were named, as was a grandson, James Benston. Records 

indicate he had a fifth son, William, who predeceased him. All that has been 

found on this family is shown on Chart I. James was probably the ancestor of 

the Davis families of Messongo and could have left as descendants the Davises 

found in lower Accomack County, near Wachapreague, in the late 1700's, shown by 

Chart II. 

The only other Davis family, that appears unconnected, was headed by a 

Samuel Davis who died intestate in 17314/5 (Acco. Orders 1731-1736, p. 147). From 

the appraisal of his estate on 6 July 1736 (Deeds, Wills, 1729-1737, part II, p. 

9), by William Heavens, John Kendal and James Wishart, it would appear that he 

was a doctor. Among the long list of effects were a number of books including 

"doctor's books and a small quantity of Physick." This Samuel Davis was located 

in upper Accomack County, on the seaside. He married Naomi Taylor, the daughter 

of Elias Taylor of Wishart's Point and his wife Comfort Wise Anderson Taylor 

(Whitelaw, p. 1238). After her first husband's death, Naomi married Joseph 

Stokely of Assawoman Creek and, herself, died testate in 1762 (Wills 1761-1767, 

p. 95). The descendants of this Davis line are shown on Chart III. Samuel and 

Naomi Davis were the ancestors of the David Davis who married Mary Wallop, the 
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daughter of George Wallop who left her land on the northeastern side of New 

Church in 1812 (Whitelaw, p. 1327), including the old brick-end Johnson House 

that has been torn down. This also appears to be the line of later-day Devisee 

of Wattsville. 

Other Eastern Shore of Virginia patents of land, by Davis men, were two 

grants on the southeastern side of the Pocomoke River in 1666. John Davis was 

granted 700 acres and Thomas Davis 400 acres (Whitelaw, p. 1388). When the 

Maryland-Virginia line was established, both of these grants became part of 

Somerset County, Maryland. Other Davis settlers in Somerset County were a 

James Davis in 1663, Abraham in 1665, Richard in 1665, Jonas Davis, Humphary 

Davis, Edward Davis and Rev. Samuel Davis, who patented land in 1684 (Torrence, 

Old Somerset). Early Somerset County wills include those of Richard Davis in 

1696/7, another Richard Davis in 1703, Edward Davis in 1709, William Davis in 

1712, John Davis of Back Creek in 1715, Thomas Davis in 1715/6 and Rev. Samuel 

Davis in 1725 (Index to Som. Co. Wills, 1666-1777). 
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Robert Davis 

The name of Robert Davis first appears in Eastern Shore records on 23 

February 1663, when Richard Hill, Senior, patented 1000 acres in Accomack 

County, on the south side of Hunting Creek. Robert Davis was named as one of 

the 20 headrights (Nugent I, p. 482). Robert Davis patented 350 acres of land 

in his own name on 26 March 1672 (Nugent II, p. 105). The patent book locates 

this land in Northampton County (Accomack and Northampton were used interchange-

ably for a period after 1663, when the two counties were formed), "at the head 

of the branches of Muddy Creek, by some called Guilfords Creek, adjacent John 

Parker, Thomas Nixon, Miles Gray and Griffin Savage". Robert Davis was again 

named as a headright on 9 October 1672, when John Ayres and Christpofer Thompson 

patented 600 acres "adjacent to Captain Richard Hill's land in froker neck at 

head of Hunting Creek (Nugent II, p. 119). This last patent also gives John 

Ayres name eight times as "persons transported" indicating he could have been 

captain of a boailsailing repeated trips to England. Ayres name also appears as 

a headright for the Richard Hill patent. Robert Davis was also named on 27 May 

1673 as a headright for John Waltham, when he patented 700 acres on the north 

side of "Accohanock Creek" (Nugent II, p. 127). Robert Davis apparently made 

at least two trips to England after first coming to the Eastern Shore. 

The land granted to Robert Davis was west and slightly south of Gargathy. 

The northwest portion of the tract extended toward Guilford and the town 'clown 

today as Bloxom (Whitelaw, p. 1187 and map). The land was bounded on the east 

by John Parker's grant, mentioned in Robert Davis'patent. John Parker sold his 

land to John Baker in 1694 (Whitelaw, p. 1184 and map). Baker descendants still 

own and live on this land, which runs southerly from Gargathy to the Rue cross-

road and westerly along the crossroad toward Hopeton. 

The name of Robert Davis first appears on Accomack County tax lists in 

1674 (Nottingham, Accomack Tithables, 1663-1695). He is recorded again in 1675, 

7 



1676, 1679 and 1681, each year with one tithe. In 1682 and 1683, he was taxed 

on two tithes, in 1685 on only one again, and from then on two tithes through 

1695.1 This shows Robert Davis had one or another grown son in his household 

from 1682 until 1685 and then each year had one son of legal taxable age from 

1685 until 1695. 

On 18 October 1682, Robert Davis gave his son William Davis a cow and a 

calf (Wills & Deeds, 1676-1690, p. 318). It is reasonable to assume this gift 

was made as son William married and moved from the household. 

Robert Davis died testate in 1706. His will, dated 2 May 1805, was probated 

on 4 June 1706 (Wills fit Etc., 1692-1715, part II, p. 197). He left his land "on 

the south side of Guilford or Muddy Creek" to son Samuel (see next section). 

Son Thomas was given the land on the north side of the same creek. Son James 

heired 100 acres "being part of my divident of 350 acres" (James' portion would 

have been the most southern part, bordering the road from Rue to Hopeton). Robert 

Davis named other sons as Robert and William, but cut them from his will with 

one shilling, as were two married daughters, Mary Read and Elizabeth Parks. Other 

daughters, Sarah, Comfort, Easter, and Gean, were left personal property. His 

wife, Elizabeth, was named as executrix. The will was witnessed by John Morris. 

Obedience Pitman, and Thomas Bell. 

An inventory of Robert Davis' estate was filed later (p.209). It included 

a listing of livestock, farming tools, bed clothes, three spinning "Wheles" and 

other household furniture, one large Bible, one small Bible and five other books. 

See chart IV for this line. 

1 Other Davis names on the tax list were: William Davis in 1679,„ James Davia 

1682 to 1693, George Davis 1687 to 1689, Jeffrey Davis in 1693, and Roger Davis 

in 1695. 
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Samuel Davis 

Samuel Davis, one of the five sons of Robert Davis, inherited approximately 

100 acres of land at the head of Guilford or Muddy Creek, from his father in 

1706. His brothers William and Robert, who inherited one shilling from their 

father, disappeared from the records, indicating they either died without owning 

property or moved to another location. Samuel Davis' brothers Thomas and James 

also disappeared from the records. Apparently they left no heirs, since Samuel 

became the owner of their inherited land, giving him possession of the entire 

350 acres his father had patented in 1672. 

The records show that Samuel Davis sold his brother Thomas Davis' land to 

William Hastings on 6 February 1721/2 by a deed recorded on 27 March 1722 (Deeds, 

Wills & Etc, 1715-1729, part I, p. 405). The deed states that this was "' 11 

the land that belonged to my Brother Thomas late of this County deceased, land 

given Thomas by my father Robert Davis deceased in his last will and testament." 

Witnesses were John Johnson and John Barnes. Samuel Davis signed the deed alone, 

showing he was not married in 1722. On 29 March 1729, Samuel Davis sold 20 

acres to Robert Taylor for "2474 pence in Country Comodities already paid" (Deeds, 

Wills & Etc, 1715-1729, part II, p. 313). The plot was described as being "near 

the head of Guilford branch from a Corner tree of Henry Wright and William 

Baker's Lands by a Line of Marked trees to Land of Griffith Savage." Samuel's 

wife Elizabeth signed, relinquishing her widow's dower in this land. Mark 

Littleton made a purchase of 100 acres from Samuel Davis on 27 May 1732 (Wills 

& Etc, 1729-1737, part I, pp. 215 and 216). He paid 100 pounds for this tract 

and it was described as land formerly belonging to James Davis, deceased. Again, 

Elizabeth Davis signed a release. 

After making these three sales, Samuel Davis then owned the approximate 100 

acres his father had left him, which were located at the northeast/of the original 
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patent. 

On 13 June 1734, Samuel Davis registered his cattle mark as "a Swallow 

Fork in the left Ear" (Ibid, p. 356). 

On 27 October 1755, Samuel Davis alone -his wife had died made a deed to 

his children (Deeds 17)46-1757, part II, p. 614). George Davis was given 50 acres 

of land that he was not to sell, except to his brother Richard. Richard Davis 

was not to sell the land, except to his brother Robert Davis. The land was joining 

land belonging to Rachel Bell and Mark Littleton, on the north and northwest it 

adjoined Richard Hastings and the Glebe land. Son Richard Davis and daughter 

Mary Davis received by the same deed, "all other and Singular my goods ware 

household Stuf and all other implements of household and all other things alive 

or dead as well Moveable as immoveable both real and Personal whatsoever they 

be."' Witnesses were Thomas Webb and Joseph Bell. 

Samuel Davis is known to have owned 100 acres of land. It is obvious from 

later records that son Robert was living on the 50 acre balance, and it can be 

assumed that his father either moved in with him or continued to live with his 

other children, to whom he had made the above deed. 

Samuel Davis left no will, but his estate was administered to Justice Bun-

dick on 1 April 1761 (Orders 1753-1763, P. 39)4). On 25 November 1761. there 

appears an inventory of his estate (Wills & C 1757-1761, p. )453) signed by 

Bundick, Haley Hinman, Ralph Justice, and Richard Hustries (Hastings?). This 

was a short list, including a bed, a chest, a chair, a gun, tools, a plough, 

a horse, and a bucket. The appraised value was t 5/2/7. 

The children of Samuel Davis and his wife, Elizabeth, were: 

1. Robert Davis. See next section. 

2. George Davis. Apparently unmarried. Died before 1767. No estate 

settlement, as everything went to brother Richard. 
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3. Richard Davis. His name appears on 28 January 1774, as he and his wife 

enter suit against William Andrews for trespass, assult and battery (Orders 1774--

1777, p. 33). On 26 May 1767, Richard Davis signed a deed to the land his 

father had deeded his brother George, as he leased this land to Stephen Bell, 

blacksmith, for a ten year period (Deeds 1757-1770, p. 476). Payment was to be 

3 pounds per year to be paid on every New Year's Day. No deed to Bell has been 

found, but in 1785, Stephen Bell, blacksmith, with wife Leah, sold this 50 acres 

to John Young, Constable, for 45 pounds, calling it land where Bell "cloth now 

live "'(Deeds 1783-1788, p. 261). Perhaps Stephen Bell's wife was a daughter of 

Richard 

4. 

5. 

Davis. 

Mary Davis. 

John Davis. The records show an intestate death of a John Davis in 

1750. His estate was administered to Robert Davis, with Samuel Davis as security 

(Orders 1744-1753, p. 507). 
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Robert Davis 

Nothing more has been found in the records on Robert Davis, the son of 

Samuel Davis. It is evident that his father was an old man when he died in 1761, 

since he was old enough to inherit land from his father in 1706. It appears 

evident that Samuel's sons were getting along in years by 1765, when George had 

died and Richard leased his land out of the family. Brother Robert could have 

been deceased by this date. 

The records do not show the settlement of a Robert Davis estate during the 

late 17001s. Since Robert Davis, Jr. is shown in possession of the Samuel Davis 

land in 1805 (Plat Book #3, p. 108), it can be assumed he was the only male 

offspring, and the land passed directly to him at his father's death, without 

legal documents. 
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Robert Davis, Junior 

Robert Davis, Jr. inherited the remaining 50 acres of the original Davis 

patent as shown by his name on the plat book in 1805. 

Robert Davis, Shadrack Mears, and George Trader bought personal property 

from Jacob Gardner in 1783 (Deeds 1783-1789, p. 50). They paid 18 L. 

On 27 February 1799, Robert Davis, plantiff, brought suit against George 

Bundick (son of Piper), defendant, for a debt. Judgment was against the 

defendant (Orders 1798-1800, p. 77). 

The 1800 census for Accomack Parish, Accomack County, Va., lists Robert 

Davis located at Glebe, with one male in his househadaged 10 to 16, two males 

aged 16 to 26 and himself, aged 26 to 45 years. Robert Davis, Jr., would then, 

have been born circa 1755-1760 to have had sons of this age by 1800. It is 

possible, indeed very likely, he had other, grown sons not in his household by 

1800. Robert Davis of Robert had been listed in the census, but had been 

crossed out without entries. Major Davis, aged 26 to 45, was also listed in 

1800, near Glebe, with a son 16 to 24. There is no indication that he fits 

into this Davis line. A Major Davis moved into Accomack County in 1798 (See 

affidavit, Deeds 1797-1800, p. 262). 

The Glebe land was the 250 acres north of the Davis farm. It had been 

purchased in 1713 "'for the use of the Parrish of Accomack for Ever for the 

Glebe" (Whitelaw, p. 1189). Until Accomack County was divided into two parishes 

in 1763, the glebe land served the entire county as home for the Church of 

England minister. The farm land was used to produce monies needed by the Church. 

The 1810 census records Robert Davis, aged over 45, as head of a household, 

with a son aged 26 to 45, who would have been Robert Davis of Robert, and another 

son at home, aged 16 to 25. William Davis of Robert, aged 26 to 45, was living 

nearby. 
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Robert Davis, Jr. died intestate in 1811. His estate was administered on 

29 July 1811 to Robert Davis, with Parker Barnes as security (Orders 1809-1811, 

p. 371). On 29 June 1812, the Court ordered that Parker Barnes, George Willet, 

and John Davis audit and appraise the estate of Robert Davis, Jr. (Orders 1812-

181), p. 103). 

The children of Robert Davis, Jr. ,and an unknown wife, were: 

1. Henry Davis? See next section. 

2. Robert Davis of Robert, b. c. 1775, d. 1829 testate. Left land and 

slaves to son John and if he should die without heirs, they were to go to grand-

so, William Davis. Son John died in 1835. Grandson William died in 1841 and 

left land to his brother, Henry, who died in 1844 and left to a son, William H. 

Davis. 

3.William Davis of Robert, b. c. 1775, aged 26 to 45 in 1810, with one male 

and one female, both under 10 years, in his household. Aged over 45, 

children, in 1820 census. 

4. James Davis? Both the 1800 census and the 1810 census show a younger 

son, born circa 1785-1790. It is suggested that he died unmarried in young 

manhood and,as was the custom of the period, had a nephew named for him. 

with no 
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Henry Davis 

The official Accomack County records do not show how this Henry Davis 

connects to a Davis line. Neither is his name recorded in any of the census 

records. A composite of him must be interpolated from the generations before 

him and the one after him. 

Accomack County records show Polly Davis, daughter of Henry, married William 

Bundick of George in 1814 and James Davis, son of Henry, married Nancy West in 

1819 (Mar. Bonds, 1806-1832, p. 24 and p. 39). The fact that his daughter married 

a Bundick, would indicate that Henry was a member of the Davis family located 

between Gargathy and Guilford. This line of Davis records have included the 

names of Bundicks of the same area from 1761. Other Davis lines show Henrys but 

they were either of the wrong age or had no children. 

Since Henry Davis had children born between 1795 and 1800, he had to have 

been married by 1795, placing his birth circa 1775. He would have been of the 

right age to have been an older son of Robert Davis, Jr. of the preceeding 

generation and out of the household by the time of the 1800 census. 

The most puzzling fact is why Henry Davis' name was not included in the 

1800 census as head of a household, in the 1810 census, and even the 1820 census. 

It appears he was living in 1814 and 1819, when his children married, for the 

practice was to putfideceasedn after the father's name on the marriage records, 

if he were not living. One possible guess is that Henry Davis was a mariner and 

at sea when census records were made. A better one, is that his wife had died 

by 1800, leaving him with two small children. This would then, have been the 

Henry Davis who married Damey Lilliston in 1805 (Mar. Lic. Bonds 1774-1806, p.19) 

and he could have died before 1810 without other children. No will or adminis—

tration of his estate has been found. 

18 
It can be assumed this was the Henry Davis who purchasedAacres for 50 t 
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from John Simson on 19 September 1792 (Deeds 1788-1793, P. 703). The land was 

in the neighborhood of present-day Accomack Wayside (Whitelaw, p. 1085 and map). 

The deed states the land was bordered by John Moore and John Bundick. While 

Eenry Davis, unmarried, sold the 18 acres for 70 on 1 January 1794 to Elijah 

Simpson (Deeds 1793-1797, p. 176), it is likely he continued living in the area, 

for his only known son married the daughter of Alexander West, who bought land 

near Zion Baptist Church in 1801 (Whitelaw, p. 1129). 

Family tradition says that an ancestor, of the Davis line being traced, 

gave land for the old Metompkin Baptist Church of the Metompkin area. Local 

records show that William and Elizabeth Warner gave acre for the building in 

1790 (Whitelaw, p. 1143). Since this Davis line uses the Warner name, and since 

the maiden names of later wives are known, it is suggested that Henry Davis 

married, first, a Warner, whose people are shown living near the land he pur-

chased in 1792. It is also noted that George Warner, Sr., son of William and 

Elizabeth Warner, married Elizabeth West in 1784 (Mar. Lic. Bonds 1774 '..1806, p. 

33). Henry Davis' son married a West, so the Warner-Davis connection could be 

through the Wests. 

The children of Henry Davis were: 

1. Polly Davis, b. c. 1795, m. 23 June 1814, William Bundick of George, 

James Taylor, security. 

2. James Davis. See next section. 
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James Davis 

This name first appears in the records on 31 May 1819, when a bond was 

issued for the marriage of James Davis, son of Henry, to Nancy West, daughter 

of Alexander West (Mar. Bonds 1806-1832, p. 39). Isaac West of Alexander was 

security. 

Alexander West had died testate in 1810 (Wills 1804-1806, p. 212), leaving 

his real estate to his widow Esther, for her lifetime, and then to his son 

Isaac. A daughter, Nancy Scarbrough West, was left a negro boy named Abraham, 

to be heired at the death of her mother, and one-half the balance of his property. 

A second son, Philip Parker West, was to get the other half of his father's per-

sonal property at his mother's death. As has been stated, Alexander West owned 

land near Zion Church. 

James Davis bought 4 acres of land from Edmund Parks in 1821 for $80 (Deeds 

1821-1822, p. 157). The land was bordered on the northwest by Fanny Simson, on 

the northeast ny James Taylor, the southeast by William Bundick and southwest 

by James Davis, showing James Davis owned land at the time of this purchase. 

No record can be found showing how he got the adjoining land. William Bundick 

and James Taylor were brothers-in-law and inherited land from Tabitha Bundick, 

widow of George, in 1819, located on the present road between U.S. 13 and 

Parksley 1818-1819, p. 424 and Whitelaw, p, 1124). William Bundick and 

James Davis were also brothers-in-law, so the 4 acres would have been part of 

this property, since Edmund Parks andFanny Simson owned adjoining land. 

On 12 June 1821, James Davis and his wife Nancy sold 7 acres to William 

Bundick (of George) for $180 (Deeds 1821-1822, p. 277). This deed gives George 

P. Bagwell as owning land on the southwest. In 1792. George P. Bagwell owned 

land "in the corner formed by the Parksley road and the highway and may be 

identified by the present William Fisher Store" (Whitelaw, p. 1087), so it 
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appears that this small acreage was land behind the Poor House. 

On 15 February 1826, James Davis bought 102 acres for $380 from Samuel H. 

Dix (Deeds 1825-1827, p. 86). The farm was located southeast of present-day 

Hopeton, near the south head branch of Guilford Creek, only a short distance 

from the southern boundry of the original Robert Davis patent in 1672. Samuel 

Dix had heired the land in 1818 (Whitelaw, bottom of p. 1118). The boundries 

given by the deed are: northeast by heirs of Robert Savage, deceased, northwest 

by Absolom Lewis, southwest by the run of the branch and Benjamin Parks in the 

right of his wife Demeriah (Bundick) and southeast by Thomas Hope. 

James Davis died intestate in the same year, for on 30 October 1826, Isaac 

West posted a $1000 bond as he was appointed administrator of the estate. John 

Snead and Isaac Dix were securities (Orders 18241827, p. 432). The Court 

ordered that George W. Bundick, Levi Dix, James Wright and Jacob Warner, or any 

three of them, do appraise the personal estate of James Davis, deceased. On 28 

June 1830, Nancy Davis was appointed guardian to Elizabeth, William P., and 

Nary Ann, orphans of James Davis (Orders 1829-1832, p. 135). 

The children of James Davis and his wife, Nancy Scarbrough West Davis were: 

1. Elizabeth Davis, b. c. 1820, died young? No marriage record or record 

of her sellingherpart of her father's land has been found. In 1858, her mother 

had one-third of this land in her possession (Deed Book #411 p. 180). The other 

two-thirds was sold by other children. 

2. William P. Davis. See next section. 

3.Mary Ann Davis, b. c. 1825. Sold 36 acres of her father's land to John 

T. Shreaves on 12 January 1850 (Deeds 1849-1851, p. 195) for $300. The deed 

states that this land was near Guilford. Mary Ann is listed) unmarried, in the 

household of John Shreaves in 1850. 

Nancy Davis had a daughter, born of her second marriage to John Shreaves, 

as shown by the 1850 census listing a daughter, Sally, aged 14, in the household. 
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William P. Davis 

William P. Davis was born circa 1825, probably in the neighborhood of the 

Poor House or Zion Church. The records do not show his middle name, but the P. 

possibly stood for either Philip or Parker, the first two names of an uncle. 

In 1830, the Court appointed his mother, Nancy Davis, guardian for William 

P. and his sisters, their father having died in 1826. 

On 27 April 1840, "on application of William Davis, by Benjamin Parks his: 

next friend, the Court ordered that a summons be issued against Isaac West to 

appear at the next Court to show cause why he should not be removed from the 

guardianship of said William Davis (Orders 1840-1841,p. 33). Isaac West was 

another uncle. Benjamin Parks married Polly West, daughter of Esther, on 21 

February 1832 (Mar. Lic. Bonds 1806-1832, p. 100), making him an uncle by 

marriage. On 25 May 1840, "the Court approved that Isaac West, guardian of 

William Davis (of James), bind his ward to Edward Mears to learn the trade of 

shoemaking" (Orders 1840-1941, p. 42). Again, on 26 Decenber 1842, *the Court 

do approve that the Overseers of the Poor bind William Davis, orphan of James, 

to Edward S. Mears till of lawful age to learn Shoemaking" (Orders 1842-1845, 

p. 102). On 28 March 1844, "William P. Davis, orphan of James Davis, deceased, 

came into Court and made choice of Robert W. Williams to be his guardian and he 

(Williams) thereupon with James Justice (or R) and James W. Custis his Securties 

thereto entered into and acknowledged a Bond in the penalty of Five hundred 

dollars conditioned according to Law" (Orders 1842-1845, p. 422). 

On 25 December 1844, William Davis married Sallie Hickman, widow of James 

Hickman (Mar. Reg. #1, p. 75). The maiden name of Sallie Hickman, who was 

called Sally E. by census records, can be deduced from a deed between William 

P. Davis and Sally his wife, made on 30 December 1870, when they sold a one-

fifth part of George Littleton's land to Thomas Littleton for $325 (Deeds 1869-
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1871, p. 585). The will of George "Lyttleton", probated on 24 June 1867 (dills 

1846-1842, P. 418), shows he had five children: Thomas, Richard, Samuel, Mary 

Baker and Sally. He left part of daughter Sally's inheritance to a grand-

daughter, Pamelia Hickman. On 9 January 1868, John Taylor, son of Matthew, 

married Pamelia Hickman, daughter of James Hickman and Sallie his wife (Mar. Reg. 

#3, p. 22). Sally Littleton married James Hickman on 24 February 1839 (Mar. Reg. 

#1, p. 61). No record of the date of Janes Hickman's death has been found, but 

it is clear that he left the daughter Pamelia, who was raised by her Littleton 

grandparents, while his widow married William P. Davis and started a new family. 

It is also clear that Sally E. Littleton was a descendant of the Nark Littleton 

who had bought, in 1732, 100 acres of the Robert Davis 350 acre land patent 

(Whitelaw, p. 1187, shows that this Mark Littleton had a grandngorge, in 1797). 

The 1850 census lists William P. Davis, farmer, head of household #7, with 

wife Sally E. and two sons, James T. aged 3 years and William H. aged 7 months. 

Neighbors were Hopes, Wrights, Bakers, Whites, and Hickmans, indicating the 

family was living in Metompkin District. 

On 28 July 1858, William P. Davis and Sarah E. sold to Shepard Young, 30 

acres of land for $700 (Deed Book #)41, p. 180). This land was a part of the 

farm his father owned. It was bound on the northeast by land owned by John T. 

Shreaves and included "all his right in his mother's thirds of land now in her 

possession, she being the wife of the aforesaid John T. Shreaves." 

On 19 November 1859, there was recorded a deed from William P. Evans and 

his wife Esther A., selling William P. Davis 100 acres of land near Horn Town 

for $1200 (Deed Book #411 p. 626) and another deed from Evans for thseveral 

messuages and tenements formerly awned by William Whealton" (p.627). William 

Whealton of Arthur had bought this land in 1825 from commissioners selling it 

to settle the estate of James Marshall (Deeds 1824-1825, P. 443), and sold it 
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to William P. Evans on 25 August 1855 (Deeds 1853-1855, p. 667). These four 

deeds, giving bordering land as awned by several different Marshalls, Edward H. 

Ker., William D. Cropper, Samuel Downing's heirs, Barbara White, and John W. 

Rowley, appear to locate it south of Horntown, west of Popular Grove (Whitelaw, 

p. 1345). John W. Rowley's wife was Elizabeth A., daughter of William Welbourne, 

Sr., who bought nearby land from William White in 1809. This land came to be 

owned by John W. Hawley early in 1855 (Deeds 1853-1855, p. 533). 

The 1860 census shows the William P. Davis family living near Horntown, with 

five children in the household: James T. aged 14, William H. aged 10, Sarah S. 

aged 8, John W. aged 5, and George J. aged 3 years. In 1870, the same children 

were living at home. 

On 22 December 1870, William P. Davis bought 132 acres of "White. Hall land" 

from Spencer D. Fletcher and wife for $500 (Deeds 1869-1871, p. 599). This land 

was north of Horntown, behind and west of the 160 acre Solomon T. Johnson farm, 

which bordered the road to Sign Post and was, itself, part of the original White 

Hall land (Whitelaw, p. 1370). The entire 293 acre farm is now tended by Willie 

A. Davis, Jr, great-great- grandson of William P. Davis. He owns the Johnson 

land and rents the "Jim Davis" farm from the heirs of H. E. Kelley. 

On 31 March 1873, the Court appointed Solomon T. Johnson to administer the 

estate of William P. Davis, deceased. He posted a $1200 bond and gave John S. 

Johnson and William J. Johnson as securities (Orders 1870-1873s P. 674). At 

the same time it was ordered that William J. H. Wallop, John T. Dunbow, Samuel 

Townsend, Thomas B. C. Gibb, or any three of them, appraise the personal estate 

of William P. Davis. As part of the settlement of the estate, Abel T. Johnson, 

special commissioner, sold the 100 acre Whealton- Evans property at public 

auction, in front of Thomas Pettit's Hotel at Horntown, on 30 October 1876, to 

James H. Pettit for $406 (Deeds 1876-1877, p. 431). 

21 



It is assumed that William P. Davis moved his family to the White Hall land 

after buying it in late 1870, and was living there when he died. He is probably 

buried on this farm. The 1880 census shows his oldest son, James T. Davis, 

living there (between Greenbackville and Horntown households) as head of house-

hold #176, with wife Susan, mother Sally, and brother George. James T. Davis 

had bought his brother William H. Davis' part of the farm on 20 April 1875 (Deeds 

1874.1876, p. 351) and shares from brothers John W. and George J. on 4 April 

1878 (Deeds #52, p. 56). 

1. James T. Davis, b.c. 1847, d. 16 January 1903 (Peninsula Enterprise,

February 141 1903 issue), m. 6 January 1875, Susan A. Taylor, daughter of 

Matthew H. and Kassandra C. Taylor (Mar. Reg. #3, p.42). James Davis and his 

wife had no children. It is assumed they are buried on the White Hall farm 

near Horntown. 

2. William H. Davis, b.c. 1850. No marriage or other record has been 

found on this son. The deed to his brother in 1875 gives his wife's name as 

Sarah. Family members have said he lived in New Jersey (Mark Lewis files). 

3. Sarah S. Davis, b.c. 1852, in. 5 August 1878, Charles H. Taylor (Mar. 

Reg. #3, p. 62). The marriage register does not name his parents. His occu-

pation is given as sailor. Family members say that they lived in Norfolk, Va. 

I. John W. Davis. See next section. 

5. George J. Davis, b.c. 1857. No record has been found on this son after 

the 1880 census. Family members relate that he died young, aboard a ship, as 

the result of a boiler explosion. 
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John Wesley Davis 

John Wesley Davis, the third son of William P. Davis, was born on his 

father's farm near Horntown, Virginia, on 18 October 1854 (tombstone reading). 

On 31 January 1878, he married Gertrude Poulson, b. 3 May 1853, d. 17 April 

1924, the daughter of Elder Thomas M. Poulson and his wife, Mary E. Byrd (Mar. 

Reg. #31 p. 53). The marriage was performed by Rev. Malcolm Oldham, near 

Wagram. 

On 1 September 1879, John W. Davis bought 71 acres of land near Horntown 

from John Henderson (Deeds #52, p. 762). He paid $250 for the property, bordered 

on the north by the county road from Horntown to New Church, on the east by the 

land of Logan Henderson and on the south and west by John S. Johnson. Family 

members relate that about this time and earlier, John W. Davis was a driver for 

the stage coach, making daily runs between Snow Hill, Maryland, and Accomac, 

Virginia. 

On 17 December 1884, he bought 3/4 acre of land near New Church from John 

Brittingham for $75 (Deeds #57, p. 216). The land was surrounded on three 

sides by other Brittingham land and on the south by the county road from New 

Church to Wagram. On 30 October 1897, he bought 4 additional, joining acres 

from John Brittingham and Samuel B. Slocomb for $375 (Deeds #71, p.483). The 

deed places this land in the village of New Church, bordered on the east by 

William R. Covington, on the west by John Brittingham and a ditch, on the north 

by Brittingham, and on the 

W. Davis. 

John W. Davis built the large house that stood 

south by John Ward's heirs, Frank Covington and John 

on the 

he bought the land. He and his wife ran a boarding house, 

at this location until their death in 1924. The house was 

first purchase after 

with livery stable, 

torn down in the 

early 1950's to make room for the present Robert Mill's home. 
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At the time that John W. Davis bought the 3/4 acre plot, in late 1884, 

described by the deed as "near" New Church, this village was a small one 

grouped at the intersection of the Horntown road with Wallops road (present U.S. 

13). The railroad down the Eastern Shore was completed in the fall of 1884 and 

a new center of activity became centered around the station at New Church, as 

businesses and private homes were built there. At the same time, the road 

between the railroad and the older section of New Church began to become lined 

with homes and businesses. While the John W. Davis boarding house and livery 

stable were not the first of these to be built (Mariner, Nothing Ever Happened 

in Arcadia, p. 39), it appears certain they were standing by the late 1880's. 

There was a hotel located nearer the station, but even so, the Davis 

boarding house received a fair share of trade. Family members recall being told 

of "drummers" or traveling salesmen from Baltimorelrenting rooms by the week and 

horses by the day, as they contacted local merchants and farmers to sell their 

wares or buy crops and timber. The boarding house also supplied breakfast and 

a main meal each day for its residents. 

John W. Davis and his wife had a busy life. He, with tending the livery 

stable and raising crops to feed the livestock and food for the table. She, 

with running the household, preparing rooms and meals, and raising the family. 

Descendants speak of there being cows to be milked and butter made for the 

table. Excess milk was sold to neighbors. Vegatables and fruits were canned 

and preserved in summer for use during the winter months. 

John W. Davis was a member of Chincoteague Baptist Church located near New 

Church. He purchased a graveyard lot at Nelson's Cemetery in 1912 (Deeds #99, 

p.130), where he and his wife are buried. He died at his home on 13 October 

1924, six months after the death of his wife. The Peninsula Enterprise did not 

carry his obituary. The 18 October 1924 edition (p. 5, New Church News) does 
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note that his children were called home by their father's death. He wrote his 

will on 8 October 1920 and it was probated on 30 October 1924 (Wills 1920-1928, 

p. 239). He left his property to his wife, Gertrude F. Davis, and then to be 

divided among his children. The children were: 

1. Baby boy, b. 24 November 1878, d. 28 November 1878. 

2. Cordie L. Davis, b. 14 November 1879, d. 1957, m. (1) 13 April 1897, 

Leslie C. Townsend, div. (2) Robert E. Lee of Moorhead City, N.C. This couple 

lived in Columbia, Pa., where Mr. Lee was in the seafood business. They are 

buried in Wrightsville, Pa. There was a son of the first marriage who died in 

infancy. 

3. Warner Thomas Davis, b. 1 January 1882, d. 15 August 1962, m. (1) Hattie 

S. Knight of Messongo, b. 1882, d. 1967, div. (2) c. 1930, Nell Dunton, b. 4 

October 1909. Warner Davis lived with his first wife at Hallwood, Va. and 

moved to Parksley when he remarried. He was Chief Deputy Sheriff for Accomack 

County and is buried at Nelson's Cemetery. He had three children by his first 

marriage, two of whom are buried at Groton's Cemetery with their mother: 

a. John Davis, b. 1903, d. 1922, while in the U.S. Navy. 

b. Earl Davis, b. 1907, d. 1931, while in the U.S. Army. 

c. Madeline Davis, m. Wands. She lives in N.J. and has 3 children. 

4. Lawrence Bates Davis. See next section. 

5. Otho J. Davis, b. 17 January 1887, d. 1950. m. Gussie from 

Wisconsin. He lived and died in Tridelphia, West Virginia. He is buried at 

Nelson's Cemetery. He had no children. 

6. Marion Francis Davis, b. 14 January 1889, d. 7 June 1927, m. 12 Earch 

1908, in Harlan County, Kentucky, Hattie Emma Landingham, b. 3 April 1889.1 This 

1 The data on this family has been taken from the Marion F. Davis family 
Bible, now in the possession of Mrs. Mabel Davis, Leesport, Pa. The name of the 

printers, location of printing, and year printed, is unknown. 
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family lived in Northampton County, Virginia, where their sons were born, before 

moving to Columbia, Pa. They are buried in Wrightsville, Pa. They had two sons: 

a. Guy Landingham Davis, b. 21 March 1911 at Birds Nest, Va., d. 1982, 

m. Mabel Jeane Kanneg (Mata Khubluen) of Latvia-Russian descent. They had two 

children: 

i. Rita Ann Davis, b. 17 December 1931, m. Howard Eugene Jeffries. 

Guy Mahlon Davis, adopted son, b. 19 November 1950. 

b. Marion Ralph Davis, b. 5 May 1915 at Kendall Grove, Northampton 

County, Va., d. 15 December 1923. 

John Wesley Davis Boarding House and Livery Stable, 
New Church, Virginia 
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Above, it: left to right: Reva Poulson, niece of Gertrude Davis, who married 
Horace E. Kelley of New Church; Annie Bunting Davis, wife of Lawrence B. Davis; 
John Wesley Davis and his wife, Gertrude Poulson Davis; Cordie Davis Lee, their 
daughter. 

Below: Lawrence B. Davis with sister Cordie Davis Lee and s ister-in-law 

4111raft 
tie L. Davis, wife of Marion F. Davis. 
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Above: Lawrihce B. Davis and wife, Annie Bunting Davis. 

Below: Lawrence B. Davis and brother, Marion F. Davis. 

:Immr 
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Lawrence Bates Davis 

Lawrence Bates Davis, third son of John W. Davis, 

1884 near Horntown, Virginia, on the New Church road. 

him, a lad of 15 years, living with his parents in the 

Next door, on the west, lived his grandparents, Thomas 

was born on 17 October 

The 1900 census shows 

village of New Church. 

Poulson and wife, Mary 

E. Poulson. The next year, at 16 years of age, Lawrence Davis went to work for 

the New York, Philadelphia and Norfolk Railroad (later changed to the Pennsylvania 

Railroad) as a telegraph operator at the New Church station. He married, on 20 

September 1903, Annie Frances Bunting, b. 1886, d. 1946, daughter of George 

.Robert Bunting and wife, Ellen Hester Justice Bunting, of Atlantic, Virginia. 

The marriage was performed at the Maryland-Virginia line by Rev. A.A. Harryman 

(dor. C. Mar. Lic. Book #3, p.25). 

The young couple lived above the railroad station at New Church, where 

Lawrence Davis had become station agent. Their first child and oldest son was 

born in this building, which was later moved to the Floyd Nock property and 

became the home, from 1918 to the present, of Algie C. Tull and family.' 

On 25 March 1907, Lawrence B. Davis bought, from Ezekiel H. Ross and wife 

Alice N., an 

87, p.

born in this 

the children 

acre lot on the west side of the railroad track for $100 (Deeds 

He built a home 

house. He moved 

became older and 

here and it is likely his other two children were 

his family to the present "Will East" farm when 

on 21 December 1917, sold their home to William 

J. Godwin for $1450 (Deeds 112, P. 239). 

On 15 September 1917, he bought the 95 acre Davis farm on the east edge of 

New Church, "on the south of the road from Horntown to New Church." This $8000 

purchase was from Mary Harrington, widow, of Cambridge, Maryland (Deeds 111, p. 

1 
Kirk Mariner, in Nothing Ever Happened in Arcadia, pp. 39-)40, is in error 

when he says the first station house, a two-story building, was moved in 1940 
to its present location on the east of route 709. This building was the second 
railroad station, according to New Church residents. 
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L3). She had inherited the land from her sister, Sarah Jones, when Sarah died 

in May of 1917. Sarah Jones was one of the heirs of William H. Marshall, who 

kept a grocery store in New Church at what became the Nelson-Johnson location 

(H.E. Kelley Suppky Co. of later years). He died in 1893, without children, and 

left the "Federman Farm" to his wife's niece, Sarah Jones (Wills 1882-1901, p. 

264). This farm also included the Lewis S. Shreaves farm, across the road on 

the north, where William H. Marshall and his wife, Henrietta M., are buried. In 

fact, Mary Harrington sold 90 acres to Lewis S. Shreaves at the same time that 

Lawrence B. Davis bought his farm. 

Lawrence Davis built a strong, sturdy, two-story home on his farm during 

1918, at a cost of $10,000. The house has a basement and a finished attic. Joe 

Meelheim of Horntawn was head carpenter and "Seal" Brinier, one of his helpers. 

When the house was complete, Lawrence Davis moved his family here and farmed the 

land, with the help of day laborers and his sons, while continuing to work for 

the railroad. His great-grandson, Willie A. Davis, III, now lives in the home 

with his family. 

On 6 October 1947, L.B. Davis bought two adjoining tracts of land from 

John F. Nelson, Jr., and his wife, Bettie, at a cost of $11,700 (Deeds 190, p. 

99). This land was near Chincoteague Baptist Church, on the south side of the 

road leading to Sign Post. The first tract was called the "Samuel J. Matthews 

Farm" and contained 38.66 acres cleared land and 42.83 acres woodsland. The 

second plot contained 38.70 acres. The next year, on 8 August 1948, he purchased 

63 acres of land on the east side of the road from Horntown to Wattsville, from 

Eleanor Whiting Fitzgerald of Baltimore, Maryland, for "$100 and other valuable 

consideration* (Deeds 197, p. 460). This land is still called the "Baltrip 

Place" and was bordered on the north and east by land formerly belonging to 

Charles Hurley (Popular Grove), and on the south by land of L. Medora Parker. 
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Family members relate that this farm cost $6000 and timber was sold from the 

property to pay for it. 

Lawrence B. Davis retired from the railroad position in 1948. His obituary 

appeared in the 5 July 1951 issue of the Peninsula Enterprise (p. 2). It told 

of his sudden death on Sunday, June the 30th, at 66 years of age. The funeral 

was held on July 2nd, with burial in Nelson's Cemetery. Pallbearers were; 

Wrendo Godwin, William Gladding, John Brittingham, Basil Hickman, Howard Tull, 

and Milton White. His will was recorded on 5 July 1951 (Wills #26, la. 113). 

He left his property to his two sons, with a $500 gift to the son of his deceased 

daughter. His wife had died in 1946. 

The descendants of Lawrence B. Davis and Annie F. Bunting Davis were: 

1. Willie Alton Davis, Sr., b. 12 October 1906,2 d. 25 August 1973, m. 24 

December 1929, at Pocomoke, Maryland, Evelyn Bailey, b. 21 May 1911, d. 24 

October 1973, daughter of Julius Bailey and his wife, Drucilla Trader Bailey, of 

Horntown. Bill Davis was a successful dairy farmer on his land north of New 

Church, near the Maryland line. This couple had three children: 

a. Willie A. Davis, Jr., b. 25 June 1932, m. 31 December 1950, Audrey 

Grace Miller, b. 6 January 1932, daughter of Thomas F. Miller and wife, Louise 

Taylor Miller, of Withams, Virginia. They own and operate a large farming 

business on his father's farm near the Ma ryland line. They have four children: 

i. Patricia Anne Davis, b. 9 November 1951, m. 24 June 1978, Frank 

Wray of Onancock, Virginia. 

ii. Willie A. Davis, III, b. 14 November 1952, in. (1) 23 June 19749 

Valerie Foster, div. (2) 20 September 1980, Jo Ann Wanex of Secretary, Maryland. 

iii. Thomas Allen Davis, b. 22 November 1958, m. 8 December 1976, 

2 
Much of the information on this family has been taken from the Lawrence B. 

Davis family Bible, published by N.D. Thompson & Co., New York g,c St. Louis in 
1882. The Bible is now in the possession of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Davis, II, 
Atlantic, Virginia. 
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Cherron Fletcher, daughter of Beverly and Billie Fletcher of Horsey, Virginia. 

iv. Beth Audrey Davis, b. 14 June 1965, in. 27 August 1983, John D. 

Sharpley, of Greenbackville, Virginia. 

b. Linda Ann Davis, b. 23 August 1938, in. 12 May 1958, Richard Stans-

bury Adkins, son of William S. Adkins and Mildred C.,of Salisbury, Maryland. 

Her husband is in building and construction at Salisbury. They have three 

children: 

i. Rebecca Lynn Adkins. 

ii. Richard S. Adkins, Jr. 

iii. David Scott Adkins. 

c. Lawrence Bates Davis, II, b. 28 March 1940, m. 4 March 1959, Dixie 

Lee Gunter, daughter of Laben J. and Etta Gunter of Atlantic, Virginia. Law-

rence lives at Atlantic and farms with his father-in-law. They have four boys: 

i. John Mark Davis. 

ii. Jeffrey Owen Davis. 

iii. Brent Gunter Davis. 

iv. Kenneth Lawrence Davis. 

2. Carlton Scott Davis, b. 1 December 1907, d. 1966, m. 25 September 1927, 

at Pocomoke (Wor. Co. Mar. Book #5, p. 64), Carrie Wessells, daughter of Webster 

and Sadie Wessells of New Church. Carlton farmed with his father at New Church 

and in 1939, moved to Birds Nest, Northampton County, Virginia, to farm Dr. 

Charles E. Critcher's farm there. He later worked for the P.R.R. and on the 

Cape Charles-Little Creek Ferry. His widow married Bruce Turlington of North-

hampton County. There was an only son: 

a. Carlton S. Davis, Jr., b. 7 December 1932, d. 15 April 1971, m. Jo 

Anne . He was in the U.S. Coast Guard and served in Korea. He left a 

daughter, Cindy Davis, who is married, lives in Florida and has children. 
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3. Gertrude Ellen Davis, b. 19 August 1911, d. 4 May 1933, In. 21 June 

1930 (dor. Co. Mar. Book #5, p. 44), Frank Fisher Chesser, son of Harry Chesser 

of Atlantic, Virginia. She died at childbirth, leaving a son: 

a. Bates Chesser, b. 28 April 1933, m. Georgia Mae Eubank, of Modest 

Town, Virginia, div. They have four children. 
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CHART I 

James d. intestate 1737, 
estate adm. to brother Charles 

heired 200A Messongo area in 1713 
sold this land in 1715 

Henry d. intestate 1727, 
estate adm. to James 

James  Davis d. 1713 testate 
w. Elizabeth Ann 

Thomas d. intestate 1740 
w. Ann 

Charles no will or adm. 
bought 100A near Temperanceville 
in 1732 - sold in 1740 

son-in-law of Alex. Benson in 1742 

William d. intestate 1711/12 
w. Margaret 

leased 200A Messongo Creek from 
father for 30 years 

Sarah 

Ann 

heired 170A Locustville area in 1713 
sold to Francis Stockley in 1724 



CHAR? II 

Henry d. 1812 testate 
no issue 
left to brother dt sister 

Henry Davis d. 1778 testate 
w. m, 

dau. of John 
bought 40A near 
Kell er-Wacheapreague 
in 1760 

William d. 1796 testate (young) 
w. Susanna Savage, 

dau. of Rowland 
she later remarried 
a Hyslop 

Savage d. 1834 intestate 

Martin A. d. 1801 intestate
w. Nancy 

John d. 1823 testate 
no issue 
left to sister 

Betty Hutchinson 

Henry S. d. 1859 intestate 
w. Leah A. Mapp 

Thomas 

Edmund B. 



CHART III 

Elizabeth Abbott 

Samuel Davis 
d. 1734 intestat 
w. Noami, dau. o 

Elias Taylor 
she remarried 
Joseph Stokely 
& d. testate 
in 1762 

omfort Matthews 

oami Matthews 

homes d. 1750 
intestate 
owned land 
N of Mappsvill 

zarus? 
m. Patience 

Osborn, dau. 
of John J. 
no issue 

enry b.c. 1725 
no will or 
adm. 

living in 1750 
went to Md.? 

Ma or b c 12 
d. 17 
testate 
left land by 
Joseph Stokeley 
in 1748 

illiam d. 1750 
intestate 

Susannah Hinman 

Mary 

Bloxom (f) 

illiam d. 1790 
testate 
w. Elizabeth 
widow of Chas 

Marshall 

Thomas 
w. Sarah 

Agnes d. 1792 
testate 

ancy 

David d. 1816 
intestate 
w. Mary Wallop 

Peggy 

Major? d. 1826 
intestate 

David d. 1639 
intestate 

William 
w. Betsy Gillett 



1st generation 

Robert Davis 
d. 1706 testate 
w. Elizabeth 
patented 350A 
Gargathy area 
in 1672 

CHART IV 

2nd generation 3rd generation 4th generation 5th generation 

Robert 
heired one shilling 

William 
heired one shilling 

John d. 1750 intesta William d.c._ 1895= John 
orphan of Wm. in 1805 
m. 1815 Catherine 

White 

Thomas d. by 1721/2 
Richard 

James, d. by 1732 ? Henry 

Robert of Robert 
d. 1829 testate 

Samuel d. 1761 intestate 
Robert , 
apparently died 

Robert, Jr. 
William of Robert of Glebe in 1800 

w. Elizabeth with only one son b.c. 1755-1760 
d. 1811 intestate James? 

Elizabeth Parks 

Mary Reed George 

Sarah 

Gean 
Mary 

Comfort 

Esther 

Note: A Major Davis, near Glebe in 1800 census, 
died 1806, intestate. It is thought he 
moved into Virginia from Maryland c. 1798. 

(continued) 



CHART IV (continued) 

5th generation 

? Henry Davis 
b.c. 1775 
d.Q. 1810 
m. (1)c. 1725 

  Warner? 
(2) 1815 

Damey Lilliston 

Robert of Robert 

William of Robert 

James? 

6th generation 

James b.c. 1295 
d. 1626 intestate 
in. 1819 Nancy West 

Polly b.c. 1796 
in. 1814 William 

Bundick of 
George 

William 

7th generation 

Elizabeth 

William P. b.c. 
d. 1873 
m. 1844 

8th generation 

James T. 

William H. 

Sarah S. 

John W. b. 1854 
d. 1924 
in. 1878 

Mary A. George J. 

John d. 1835 testate 
no issue 

John W. 

Henry d. 1844 testate 1 
w. Corda 1William H. 

William d. 1841 testate 
no issue 

Sarah in. 1832 Elisha Ayres 

Elizabeth in. Thomas Wessells 

9th generation 

Cordie L. b. 1879 

Warner T. b. 1882 

Lawrence Bates b. 1884 

Otho J. b. 1887 

Earion F. b. 1888 
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