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Foreword 

The Copes name has been spelled several different ways in the records. The 

earliest form of the name was Cope, but it has also been found as Coupes and Coapes. 

The first Giles Copes was called Guiles Cope at one point. 

Until 1 January 1752, New Year's Day was on the 25th of March. January, Febru-

ary and the first 24 days of March all had the same year date as the preceeding 

December. In this report, wherever appropriate, the date has been written as found 

in the records, followed by the year that would conform to the present calendar. 

The enclosed copies are all from original records, except the typewritten one. 

In 1932, the Accomack County Clerk of Court had three volumes of Wills & Etc, 1692-

1715, transcribed. The original volumes were then withdrawn from public use, since 

they had been "greatly mutilated by long use and (are) gradually disintegrating". 

Giles Copes, II, who died intestate in 1730/1, had other sons in addition to 

Peter Parker Copes. Apparently, Robert Copes, who died testate in 1766, was his 

son. Robert lived%per Accomack County. In 1746, he bought 100 acres near our 

home farm on Horntown Road, in the New Church area. His will named his sons as 

Daniel, Giles, Peter, and Jesse Copes. The only Copes families in this area today 

are African Americans. 

Mary Frances Carey 
31415 Horntown Road 
New Church, VA 23415 

January 24, 1998 
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Giles Copes 
The First Generation 

The name of Giles Copes first appears in Eastern Shore of Virginia records on 

28 June 1648, when he was listed as one of eight headrights by Mr. William Andrews, 

when Andrews was granted four hundred acres of land. A new patent was granted to 

Major William Andrews on 24 February 1654 for 1500 acres "at great Nuswattucks 

Creek".
2 

This patent included the original 400 acres and the same eight headrights 

were named for it. The land was located in present-day Accomack County, just below 

Pungoteague.3

Giles Copes had married by 22 December 1660, when he and his wife Margaret lost 

a daughter named Ann.
4 He and Margaret had a daughter, Margaret Copes, born on 23 

June 1661.5

Giles Copes is listed as a titnable (a person to be taxed) in Accomack County 

for the year of 1664.6 His name continued to appear in the tithabie lists through 

1677,7 when he apparently moved into Northampton County. However, on 6tn 7oer (Sept-

embe41686, Ruth Copes, "aged 30 years or thereabout", appeared in the Accomack 

County Court to give a deposition concerning the nuncupative will of William 

Williams.
8 

Since she was obviously by then the wife of Giles Copes (he named Ruth 

as his wife in his will), she must have traveled from Northampton County to testify. 

The Copes name does not appear at all in the index of Accomack County Wills, Deeds 

& Orders 1678-1682. 

On 17 October 1670, Giles Copes appealed to the Accomack County Court that he 

had purchased land from Lt. Isaac Foxcroft but had received no title to it.9 The 

Court orderedFoxcroft to give Copes a title "at the next court". This land was 

located east of present-day hxmore.
10 

Giles Copes was apparently living on this land on 23 July 1696, when he wrote 

his will.
11 

The will was recorded on 1 March 1696/7. He gave his "plantation 

1 



where I now live with two hundred acres of land belonging to it" to his son Thomas 

Copes, providing Thomas pay his brother Giles Copes 4000 pounds of tobacco. He made 

his wife Ruth Copes his executrix and named a daughter as Hary Cobb, the wife of 

Samuel Cobb. He gave "all the rest of my children" 12 pence each. 

2 



Giles Copes first named as a headright on 
28 June 1648 
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The will of Giles Copes 
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Giles Copes, II 
The Second Generation 

Giles Copes, II, the son of Giles Copes and his first wife Margaret, was born 

circa 1665. He married circa 1690, Elizabeth Parker, a daughter of Peter Parker. 

This marriage is stated in an Accomack County deed dated 1 January 1710/11 l in 

which Peter Parker's 330 acres of land was divided between his four daughters and 

their husbands and says that by this date, Giles Copes had bought one-fourth of the 

land from Parker's daughter Rachel and her husband, Sebastian Cropper.
12 

This last 

deed was written on 2 November 1708 and was for 83 acres "at Nuswadox Creek neare 

Metomkin". Giles Copes paid Sebastian Cropper and wife Rachel 12,000 pounds tobacco 

for their share of the 330 acres.13 The land was located slightly north of present-

day Accomac and east of the highway. 14 It was south of Parkers Creek and can be 

found today near the end and north of Baylys Neck Road. Peter Parker's daughter Airy 

had married Thomas Copes, brother to Giles Copes, II, and the fourth daughter, Sarah, 

married Samuel Simpson. 

On 4 March 1728/9, Giles Copes, planter, gave to his son, Peter Parker Copes, 

the 83 acres he had purchased of Sebastian Cropper and "Rachel his wife deceased, 

joining land I had with my deceased wife Elizabeth and upon the Land of Samuel 

Simpson".15 This Giles Copes was deceased by 6 January 1730/1, intestate, when 

Peter Parker Copes, his administrator, presented his inventory for the records.
16 
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oaks, and from thence to a marked white oaks standing upon ye: branch side, all which 

sq bounds as aforesd: are Leda out by ye: Consent of the parties aforesq: which was the 

sq Giles Copes and Elizabeth his wife Thomas Copes and Mary his wife and Samuel]. Simeon 

& Sarah his wife our and Every of ours heires Executors, Admr?: and Assignee doth Cove-

nant Article and Agree by these psents that the aforesd: bounds of yl aforesd: lines 

that devides the neck bettween the s- Giles Copes for the one halfe Thomas Copes and 

Samuell Simeon the other halfe and the sq Divitionall line that devides y: other halfe 

bettween the said Thomas Copes and the sq Samuell Simeon are hereby Rettified and Con-

firmed to be true deviding lines of the aforesd: Neck and to stand and remains unaltered 

for Ever, and further it is Covenanted and Agreed by the parties aforesd: that when it 

shall be thought fitt by the el Giles Copes to put a fence along the devitionall line 

that devides that part between the said Giles Copes and Thomas Copes and Samuell Simeon 

as aforesaid the s- Fence shell be made and sett up at the proper Cost and Charge of the 

sq Giles Copes his heirs or assignee; and the other Fence that devides the other part 

of the s- Land bettween the s- Thomas Copes and the s- Samuell Simeon whensoever the s.d. 

Thomas Copes Intends to make & sett up the Fence along the s- line it shall be at the 

proper Cost and Charge of ye: sd: Thomas Copes; and it is further Covenanted and agreed 

by the parties afores: that whensoever the es1 Land is Fenced as aforesd: then it shall 

be Lawfull for the s: Samuell Simson his heirs or assignes for Ever to have the benifitt 

and previlidge of the s: Fence to Jayne where he pleaseth without any molestation dis-

turbance or hinderance of the s- Giles Copes and Elizabeth his wife and Thomas Copes 

and Mary his wife their and Every or Either of their heirs &c: for Ever and further it i 

Covenanted and agreed by tho partyes; as aforesd: their heires &c that when Soever the 

rest and Reseidue of the aforesaid Land without the neck belonging to the sc-1 Devident of 

three hundred thirty three Acres of Land should be thought fitt by y? parties afores1 

to be divided the said Giles Copes his heirs & assignee shall have the one moiety or 

half part of y? sq Land adjoyning to his Land in the Neck and the other Moiety or half 

part to be devided between the sq Thomas Copes and Samuell Simson and the heirs and 

652 
Assignee; and it is Further 

long as the s. devitionall 

sq Giles Copes his heirs & 

Cattle & horses and the sq 

not keep above twenty head 

Covenanted and agreed between the parties aforesS! that soe 
agreed 

lines as aforesq in the neck as afores1 remaine unfenced the 

assignee shall not keep within the neck above forty head of 

Thomas Copes & Samuell Simeon their heirs and Assignee shall 

of Cattle & horses Each within Ye: sq neck wee Giles Copes 

and Elizabeth his wife Thomas Copes and Mary his wife and Samuel]. Simeon and Sarah his 

wife their & Every of their heires Executors Administrators or Assignee &c Both hereby 

Covenant promise & agree to Fullfill and performe all and Every of y? Abovesaid Articles 

- IN WITTNESS whereof wee the parties here underneath have hereunto sett our hands 

and fixed ours seales this first day of January An Dom: 1710 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED ) 

I e the psents of us - - - ) 

Henry Custis 
his 

Jemes J Vaulx 
mark 

eel): Cropper 

Ca:  Snead 

( Interlined ye: words to Joyne where he ) 
( pleased in ye: two & fortyeth before ) 
( signed 

The within Instrument in 

writting was Acknowledged in 

open Coll of Accomack County by 

Giles Copes Thomas Copes & Samuell 

Simeon as their Acts & Deeds June yl 

his 
Giles Copes 

mark 
her mark 

Elizabeth 7L-. Copes 
his mark 

Thomas T C Copes 
her mark 

Mary Yp Copes 

Samuell Simeon 
her mark 

Sarah § S Simeon 

a. 



The land of Peter Parker divided between his 
four daughters 

ARTICLES of Agreement made, Concluded and agreed upon by end between Giles Copes and 

Elizabeth his wife Thomas Copes and Mary his wife and Samuell Simeon end Sarah his wife 

their heirs Executors Administrators and assignee as Followeth vizt: Whereas William 

Parker Mary Selby formerly Mary Parker togeather with her husband Daniel Selby did by 

a Certain deed beareing date September the 19th: 1693 and now upon Record in Accomack 

County did Give, Grant, Bargaine, Sell Aesigne & sett over unto Elizabeth Parker 

Mary Parker Rachell Parker and Sarah Parker, daughters to Petter Parker dec-: a Certain 

divident or Tract of Lend Containeing three hundred thirty three Acres Cituate lying 

and being in Accomack County on the seaboard side and bounded as Followeth Easterly 

bounded one a Fork Of Naswatux Creek and southerly on a branch of ye: aforesq Creek 

which deVides between William Parkers Dwelling Plantation and the ssl Land Notherly 

bounded by another Brandh of the s Creek whieh devides between the Land which belonged 

toIsaack Dix deceased and the sc,1 three hundred thirty and three acres of Land and wester 

ly Runing up in the woods as fur as the Three hundred thirty three acres of Land shall 

Extend, the sd Land to be Equally devided bettween the aforesaid foure Daughters; and 

th 
whereas Giles Copes hath married w . Elizabeth one of the aforeel foure daughters, Thome 
pea hath married with Mary one other of the afores4 foure daughters, 
Sebastian Croper hath married with Rachell one other of the afores: foure daughters 

and Samuell Simeon hath married with Sarah the other of y? aforesc:1 foure daughters; all 

well became possessed of the Land as aforesc:1 and Sebastian Croper & Rachell his wife 

haveing sold their Quarter part of the sq Land to Giles Copes which well Gives him Right 

to one Moiety or halfe part of the ad: Land NOW KNOW YEE that Wee Giles Copes and Eliza-

beth his wife, Thomas Copes and Mary his wife, and Samuell Simeon and Sarah his wife 

their heirs and assignes for Ever, doth Covenant Article and Agree and by these prsents 

hath Covenanted Articled end Agreed to divide the neck being part of the s- Land by meets 

and bounds, that is to say one moiety or halfe parte to the s Giles Copes & the other 

moiety or halfe part to Thomas Copes, and Samuell Simson, by mutiall Consent of the sq 

Giles Copes & Elizabeth his wife Thomas Copes and Miry his wife and Samuell Simeon and 

Sarah his wife, the bounds of the deviding line for the moiety or halfe part of the neck 

are as Followeth vizt: begining at a marked read oake standing upon the marsh Owarde 

the sea side thence notherly by a line of marked trees to a Read oake standing at the 

Road side weji Moiety or halfe part belonging to the sEl Giles Copes is y? westermost 

bounds, then the devitionall line that devides the other Moiety or halfe part of the s-

nack between Thomas Copes and Mary his wife and Samuell Simeon and Sarah his wife is 

as Followeth vizt:, begining at a marked Pine standing upon a Read banks Towards the 

sea side and from thence to a marked Read ()eke seplin standing in the Come field and 

from thence to e marked marlin Hickory stnnaing about halfe wpv from v: pforap_ R^aa 



Peter Parker Copes 
The Third Generation 

Peter Parker Copesj son of Giles Copes, IT, and wife Elizabeth Parker Copes, 

was born circa 1700. His father gave him half of his land in March 1728/9 and he 

inherited the balance at his father's death in 1730. He then owned circa 165 acres. 

Peter Parker Copes married Rhoda Simpson, widow of Thomas Simpson, Junr, circa 

1728. This is shown by a deed of 27 July 1756, in which Peter Parker Copes and wife 

Rhoda, for 5 pounds, deed to Southy Simpson, Gent, all their right of dower Rhoda 

had in the estate of Thomas Simpson.17 Southy Simpson was Rhoda's son by her first 

marriage. 

Peter Parker Copes wrote his will on U. February 1760 and it was recorded on 

26 February of the same year. 18 He left his land and plantation to sons Charles 

Copes and Parker Copes, after the death of his wife Rhody, who he made executrix. 

He named two younger sons as Thomas Copes and Solomon Copes. When the will was 

recorded, it was written that his son Parker was actually another Peter Parker 

Copes, the heir-at-law (eldest son). 

8 



SATA by Peter Parker Copes and wife Rhoda 
to Southy Simpson 
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Will of Peter Parker Copes 
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(Peter) Parker Copes 
The Fourth Generation 

(Peter) Parker Copes was born circa 1730,19 to Peter Parker Copes and his wife 

Rhoda. He would have married circa 1755, but the maiden name of his wife Elizabeth 

has not been found. He inherited circa 83 acres from his father in 1760. 

Charles Copes sold his half of his father's land to Southy Simpson for 150 

pounds on 1 October 1763.20 On 30 January 1765, Parker Copes and wife Elizabeth 

exchanged deeds with Southy Simpson "to fix lines".
21 

On 30 April 1765, Parker Copes 

(no wife cosigned) mortgaged his inherited 83 acres to Charles Bagwell for 100 pounds.
22 

The tract was then bordered on the east by Southy Simpson lands, south and west by 

Thomas Copes, and north by Hoady Branch, "where Parker now lives". 

(Peter) Parker Copes wrote his will on 11 Nay 1770 and it was recorded on 31 

July 1770.23 He loaned his wife Elizabeth all his estate as long as she remained 

his widow and then his land and plantation was to go to son Southy- Cdpes. His 

movable estate (personal property) was to be divided between his four youngest child-

ren, Elizabeth, Beverly, Peter Parker, and Rachel. When (Peter) Parker Copes' will 

was proved by witnesses Southy Simpson and Jacob Sturgis, it was stated that George 

Corbin, Junr, was appointed guardian to Southy Copes, heir-at-law to the testator. 

Had son Southy been fourteen years of age, he would have been allowed to chose his 

guardian. 

It can be deduced that (Peter) Parker Copes' son Southy Copes was born in 1757 

to 1759. On 6 April 1780, Southy Copes, Junr (there was an older Southy Copes in 

the area, a descendant of Giles Copes' son Thomas) sold to Selby Simpson, 56 acres 

for 6000 pounds "current money of Virginia".
24 Southy Copes married Euphamy Iron-

monger by a bond of 2 May 1785.25 While no second marriage for Southy Copes has 

been found, he was married to a Tabitha by 30 December 1799, when he and this wife 

sold 2 acres to James Ironmonger.26 No later deed by Southy Copes has been found 

11 



locally. The 1800 Federal Census for Accomack County shows Southy Copes, 26 to 45 

years old, with two other males in his household, both 10 to 16 years of age. In 

1810, Southy Copes was over 45 and he again had two males in his household, both 

under 10 years. He was not listed in the 1820 census. Southy Copes was commissioned 

a Lieut of the Accomack County Militia on 30 July 1777.27 He was a lieutenant in 

the 2nd Regiment in July 1799,28 and resigned his commission on 28 May 1804, when he 

was a lieutenant in th 99th Regiment of the Militia.
29 

Southy Copes and both of his 

brothers, Beverly Copes and Peter Parker Copes, were eligible for bounty lands given 

by the Federal Government to thoaewho served in the Revolutionary War.
30 

12 



Will of (Peter) Parker Copes 
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Sale of 58 acres by Southy Copes to Selby Simpson 
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Footnotes 

1 Northampton County Deeds, Wills, 1645- 1651, p. 143 (copied). 

2 Nugent, Nell Marion, Cavaliers and Pioneers, Abstracts of Virginia. Land Patents 
and Grants, 1623-1666, Vol. I, The Dietz Press, Richmond, VA, l93 L, p. 300. 

3 Whitelaw, Ralph T., Virginia's Eastern Shore, A History of Northampton and 
Accomack Counties, Vol. I and II, Virginia. Historical Society, Richmond, VA, 
1951,p. 663 and map. 

4 Hunger's Parish Records, Northampton County Deeds, Wills, etc., IX, No. 7, 
1657- 16660 p. 92, 

5 Ibid,, p. 113. 

6 
Accomack County Orders, 1663-1666, p. 72. 

7 Accomack County Orders 1676-1678, p. 56. 

8 Accomack County Wills & Orders 1682-1697, p. 97. 

9 Upper part of Northampton County (Accomack County) Orders 1666-1670, p. 199. 

10 Whitelaw, p. 482. 

11 Northampton County Orders, Wills, XVII, No. 13, 1689-1698, p. 413 (copied). 

12 Accomack County Wills & Etc., 1692-1715, part 3, p. 252 (copied). 

13 Ibid, part 2, p. 327. 

14 
Whitelaw, p. 1064 and map. 

15 Accomack County Deeds, Wills &. Etc, 1715-1729, part 2, p. 293. 

16 Accomack County Deeds & Wills, 1729-1739, part 1, p. 123. 

17 Accomack County Deeds 1746-1757, p. 688 (copied). Whitelaw, pp. 1064 and 1065, 
apparently did not find this deed. 

18 Accomack County Wills, 1757-1761, p. 187 (copied). 

19 His mother married Peter Parker Copes after the death of her first husband in 

1728. Rhody Simpson was named the administratrix of Thomas Simpson's estate on 

6 March 1727/8 (Accomack County Orders 1724-1731, p. 98). 

20 
Accomack County Deeds 1757-1770, part 2, p. 258. 

21 Accomack County Deeds 1757-1770, part 1, pp. 356 and 357. 

22 Accomack County Deeds 1757-1770, Part 2, P. 374. 

16 



23 

24 

Accomack County Wills, 1767-1772, P. 428 (copied). 

J-iccomack County Deeds 1777-1783, p. 232 (copied). 

25 Nottingham, Stratton, Marriage Licence Bonds, Accomack County, Virginia, 1774-
1806, published by the author, Onancock, VA, 1927, p. 8. 

Accomack County Deeds 1797-1800, p. 417. 

Accomack County Orders, 1777-1780. p. 17 and p. 18. 
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Barnes, Alton Brooks Parker, Pungoteague to PetersburK1 Vol. I, A Lee Howard 
Book, Onancock, VA, 1988, p. 48. 

Ibid, p. 54. 

Walker, Susie Wilkins and Nora Miller Turman, Accomack County, Virginia, Soldiers 
and Sailors in America's War for Independance, privately printed, 1975', p. 5. 
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