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Introduction 

On beginning the search for the ancestors of George Frank Byrd, this researcher 

assumed they would connect in some way with the Byrds traced by Colwell P. Byrd, in 

1908, in the History and Genealogy of the Byrd Family. It was a surprise to find 

another, different group of Byrds living in the Muddy Creek area at the same time as 

Colwell P. Byrd's ancestors. If he could have gone back two more generations, he 

would have found they were all descendants of John Bird of Muddy Creek, through either 

Nathaniel Bird or Solomon Bird, the two sons who inherited his land there, and there-

fore related. Mr. Byrd's book has been most helpful. He did such a thorough listing 

of the members of his family that the two lines have been easier to separate. There 

were a number of marriages between the two groups, thereby some of this line was 

included in his book. Interfamilial marriages have always been common on the Eastern 

Shore of Virginia, especially in the earlier generations, when relationship was often 

as close as first cousins. 

A small part of the Nathaniel Bird line has been omitted from Mr. Byrd's book. 

He stated he thought his great-uncle, Jacob Bird, was a bachelor (p. 15). No record 

has been found of his marriage, but Jacob Bird died testate in 1794, naming his 

oldest son as Nathaniel Bird, second son as thorn Bird, youngest son as Jacob Bird 

(under 21 in 1794) and daughters Sarah and Catherine (Wills 1794-1796, P. 35). Oldest 

son Nathaniel, called Nathaniel Bird, Junr, died intestate in 1800 (Orders 1798-1800, 

p. 236), leaving two underage sons, Bennett M. Bird and Jacob Bird (Orphans Accts. 

1808-1819, p. 40). The former married, in 1819, his second cousin, Henrietta Bird, 

daughter of Major Bird, and became part of the Byrd book (p.21). The latter married 

Rebecca Northam in 1815 and had several children, who lived in the Muddy Creek area. 

In addition to his brother Jacob, Mr. Byrd's grandfather also had three sisters; 

Charity, the wife of Nathaniel Riggen; Rachel, the wife of Solomon Johnson; and Sarah 

Bird. 



Colwell P. Byrd stated that family tradition relates that his ancestor, Nathan-

iel Byrd, came from the Western Shore of Virginia to settle at Muddy Creek in the 

early part of the eighteenth century and that he was a lineal descendant of William 

Byrd, who settled on the James River in 1670(pp. 14 and 15). Accomack County records 

prove conclusively that Mr. Byrd's grandfather, Nathaniel Bird, was the son of another 

Nathaniel Bird and grandson of John Bird, who bought land near Muddy Creek in 1715. 

The James River Byrd family started with William Byrd I, who died there in 1704, 

leaving only one surviving son, William Byrd II, of Westover. He died in 1744, with 

only one son, William Byrd III. It appears there could have been no relationship , 

between the two families in this country. It is interesting that the father of 

William Byrd I was a John Bird of London, goldsmith. There could have been a family 

connection in England. 

The Byrds of Westover and the Birds of Muddy Creek were not the only families to 

bear the name in early Virginia records. The names of Richard Bird, John Bird, James 

Bird and Robert Bird appeared between 1635 and 1658. A Thomas Byrd was in Northamp-

ton County by 1658. There was a Joseph Bird who gave a deposition in Northampton 

County in September of 1680, giving his age as 16 years (Nor. Orders St Wills 1678-

1683, p. 90). His name was among Accomack County tithables in 1692, 1693, 1694, and 

1695, but did not appear again in local records. 

Tracing this Bird line has been complicated in only two places. The first was 

solved when it was found that Whitelaw (p. 1207) was mistaken when he stated Solomon 

Bird did not mention land in his will and the finding of a survey record proving 

John Bird inherited Solomon's land. It took a while longer to find what next happened 

to Solomon's land. Son John left it to his son Ebourn, but Ebourn Bird did not inherit 

it. A chancery record cleared up this point. 

The Bird name in Accomack County started to change to Byrd circa 1855. The 1860 

census shows approximately two-third Byrds and one-third Birds. In tracing the line, 



the name has been spelled as the record gave it. This policy has also been followed 

with given names. 

In order to find the line of descent, a number of Accomack County records have 

been searched, all housed in the Accomack County Circuit Court Clerk's Office, at 

Accomac, Virginia. These include: Deed Books, Will Books, Order Books, Inventory 

Books, Fiduciary Accounts, Orphans Accounts, Chancery Orders, Land Causes, Surveyors 

Records, Marriage Bonds, Marriage Registers, and Register of Deaths (only one book 

available). In addition, Federal Census Records, on microfilm at the Eastern Shore 

Public Library, Accomac, have been used, from the first for Accomack County in 1800 

to that of 1910, the last one released, with the exception of 1890, which is missing. 

Microfilm, giving the 1783 and 1787 tax lists for Accomack County has also been read. 

The Eastern Shore Public Library has a copy of Worcester County, Maryland, Marriage 

Records, 1795-1865, where some of the Bird marriage licenses were found. 

Besides these primary sources, several printed materials or secondary sources 

have been consulted and used for documention. A list of these is included. 

Of particular interest to the researcher has been finding a Bird relationship. 

Mary Bird, daughter of John Bird, Senr, of the fourth generation, married John Harmon 

in 1806. Their daughter, Lucretia S. Harmon (1808-1888), married Samuel T. Taylor 

(1304-1895) in 1827. .11 daughter, Comfort Anne Taylor (1829-1921), married Captain 

Robert W. Hurley (1827-1887), in 1853 and they became the parents of Mary Bernette 

Hurley. The writer's grandparents, Mary B. Hurley and Washington L. Trader, were 

married in 1884. 

Mary Frances Carey 
Star Route 1, Box 15 
New Church, VA 23415 

March 12, 1990 
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Edward Bird 
The First Generation 

The name of Edward Bird was given as a headright by Richard Kellam, when the 

latter was granted 900 acres in Accomack County on 10 May 1664, "at head of Mathe-

pungo Creek, beginning on the north side of his former divident" (Nugent, p.454). 

Richard Kellam had patented 100 acres in 1662, "near Matchepungo Creek, bordered 

on the east by the seaboard" (p. )ü9). 

The location of Richard Kellam's land between present-day Keller and Painter, 

extending eastward toward the barrier islands (Whitelaw„ p. 763), places Edward 

Bird in the lower part of Accomack County in 1664. He likely had bound himself, 

for a few years, as an indentured servant to Richard Kellam, to pay back his 

transportation costs from England. Edward Bird's name appears as an Accomack 

County tithable (on the tax lists) from 1676, showing he owned property with a value 

to be taxed from that date. 

Robert Taylor and wife Hannah sold 100 acres to Edward Bird on 20 December 

1692 for 3000 pounds of tobacco (Wills & C Orders 1682-1697, p. 263). This land 

was located near present-day Locustville (Whitelaw, p. 850). 

Edward Bird wrote his will on 13 April 1697 and it was recorded on 9 August 

of the same year (Wills & Etc 1692-1715, part I, p. 166). He namedlis "son in law" 

William Rodgers as executor and left him "all my houses, Lands, Chattells and 

moveables of what nature soever" provided he maintain him and his "now wife Jane 

in sufficient victualls and cloths during our naturall Lives". He bequeathed one 

yearling heifer to his son John Bird. 

At the time Edward Bird wrote his will, sons in law" were usually step sons. 

Edward Bird had likely married William Rodgers' widowed mother as his second wife. 

However, William Rodgers could have been his actual son-in-law also. Jane Bird 

and Bridget Bird both proved the will of John Spiers in 1693 (Wills & C 1692-1715, 
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p. 36). Bridget Bird could have been Edward Bird's daughter, who later married 

William Rodgers. William Rogers wrote his will in 1724 (Deeds Wills 1729-1737, p. 

154). He named no wife, but made his only daughter, Bridget Rogers, the executrix 

of his estate. Bridget Bird could also have been Edward Bird's daughter-in-law, 

the wife of his son, John Bird. 

The records suggest, without proof, that Edward Bird's first wife, and the 

mother of his son, was a daughter of William Ebourne. William Ebourne was named 

as a headright for Mr. John Browne, when he patented land in upper Northampton 

County in 1652 (Nugent, p. 267). William Ebourne and Margaret Ebourne (apparently 

a first wife) gave depositions in Accomack County on 17 April 1665 (Deeds & Wills 

1663-1666, p. 96). At this time William Ebourne gave his age as "thirty-two years 

or thereabouts". Margaret was twenty-five. William Ebourne had died intestate in 

Accomack County, by 14 September 1677, when Thomas Chapwell was named to administer 

his estate (Orders 1676-1678, p. 63). On the same date, Mary Chapwell, wife of 

Thomas Chapwell, asked the Court for guardianship of Sara Ebourne, the daughter of 

her former husband, William Ebourne, who was under eighteen years of age (p. 62). 

William Ebourne and his wife Mary had given depositons on 13 February 1672/3 (Orders 

Wills & C 1671-1673, p. 163). Sara Ebourne likely married John Spiers, since he 

named Sarah as his wife in his will, and Jane Bird and Bridget Bird (who proved the 

will) would have been Sarah's sister's husband's second wife and her niece or her 

nephew's wife, respectively. With the death of William Ebourne in 1677, the Ebourne 

name disappeared from Accomack County records, except as a given name in the Bird 

line. 

On 4 May 1708, a Mergrett Bird, "late servant to William Boggs", brought a suit 

against Boggs for refusing "to pay her or give her corn or money as ye law directs 

(Orders 1703-1709, p. 114). On 8 June 1708, William Boggs was directed by the 

Court to pay Mergrett Bird 15 bushels of Indian Corn and 40 shillings (p. 118). 
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Margrett Bird could have been a daughter of Edward Bird. 

The only known son of Edward Bird and his first wife, who was likely a daughter 

of William Ebourne, was: 

1. John Bird, born circa 1673. The birth date of John Bird has been estimated 

from tax lists. From 1676 to 1688, Edward Bird had only one tithable. In 1689, he 

had two. The second male would have been son John Bird, who had passed his sixteenth 

birthday. See next section. 
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'Will of Edward Bird (Wills & Etc 1692-1715, part I, p. 166) 
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Will of Edward Bird (Wills & Etc 1692-17151 part I, p. 166), transcription:

In the name of God Amen ye Edward Bird of Accomack County in the Colony of 

Virginia being of imperfect health but of perfect memory praised be the Lord 

Imprimis doe Comit my Soule into the hands of my heavenly father hopeing to recieve 

free pardon & forgivenefs of all my Sinns and my body to be buried in Christian 

manner as my aectr hereafter nominated Shall think fitt Convvenient 

Item I make my sonn in Law William Rodgers Sole & whole Execetr of this my Last 

Will & Testament revokeing all other wills or deeds of Sale formerly by me made to 

be null & void 

Item I doe give & bequeath unto my aforesd Sonn in Law William Rodgers all my houses 

Lands,Chattells & moveables of what nature soever to him & his Lawfully begotten 

heirs for ever; he my aforesd sonn in Law maintaining me & my now wife Jane Bird 

in sufficient victualls & Cloths during our naturall Lives. 

Item I give& bequeath unto my sonn John Bird one yearling heifer to him & the 

Lawfully begotten heirs of his body for ever. 

Item I doe renounce all wills by me formerly made as witness my hand th:: day 

of Apprill ann° dom 1697 Seal 
Edward . . . 

Signed Sealed & delivered Bird

in the presence of us 
Edmund Allen 
William Dennison 
Tho: Agen 

Recorded August 
the 9th 1697 

Probacon is this day brought the 3d

day of August 1687 made by the 

corporell oaths of Edmund Allen 

William Dennison & Thomas Everegen ye

witnefses to ye above will and ordered 

to be put on Record 

Test: Jn° Washbourne, Clk Cur. Con Accom
k 
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John Bird of Muddy Creek 
The Second Generation 

John Bird, the only son named by Edward Bird in his will of 1697, was born 

circa 1673. It was apparently he in his father's household from 1689 through 1695, 

the second tithable. On 3 June 1701, John Bird, planter, bought 200 acres of land 

"at head of Gilford Creek between two Branches" from Griffith Savage for "divers 

good Causes and valuable Consideration" (Deeds & Etc 1692-1715, part I, p.

John Bird, planter, sold the same land to Abraham Riggs on 5 March 1717/8 (Deeds 

Wills & c 1715-1729, part I, p. 49). 

John Bird married circa 1700 or slightly before. The name of his wife has not 

been found. Her first name could have been Bridget, mentioned in the previous 

section. His wife was apparently deceased by early 1718, as she did not sign or 

acknowledge his deed of that year. 

John Byrd, planter, bought 650 acres of land and marsh on the south side of 

Cattaile Creek from William Nock, locksmith, on 15 September 1715, for "Divers Good 

Causes him thereunto Moving: but More Especiall for 25,000 pounds of tobacco" 

(DeedsWills & c 1715-1729, part I, p. 16). The deed explains that William Nock had 

bought the land, as part of 1050 acres, from George Johnson of Muddy Creek and he 

(Nock) excepted a road through the land "to my Marsh". The 650 acres extended south 

of the present village of Mearsville on its western side and the road to the marsh 

appears to be present route 685. The tract was part of the area formerly called 

Muddy Creek and portions of the land has belonged to John Bird's descendants until 

modern times. 

John Bird, planter, wrote his will on 26 January 1727/8 (Deeds Wills & Etc 

1715-1729, part II, p. 298). No date of probate was given when the will was recorded, 

but wills directly before and after were both recorded on 5 March 1727/8. He left 

son Nathaniel Bird "the land whereon he now lives" and the balance of his land and 
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marsh to son Solomon Bird, reserving the right of son Nathaniel to use the marsh 

for "Ten head of Cattle and one horse Kind". Son Solomon was to have the privilege 

"to get Timber on any part of my land for his plantation's use" and these sons were 

not to sell or dispose of any timber on the land. He gave sons Major Bird and Sol-

omon Bird "all the Scotch pladd that is in my house and Sixty yars of Crown Linen 

and a piece of Irish Linnen Containing Twenty three Yards". Son Nathaniel was given 

"one Iron pott which he now has and Two Cows and Calves". All the remainder of his 

estate was to be divided between sons Doom, Daniell, Major and Solomon. Son Nathan-

iel was named executor. In a codicil, John Bird gave son Nathaniel his "Stillards" 

and son Major Bird was given "all my Cash of Gold and Silver to remain in the Custody 

of son Nathaniel untill the said Major shall attain to ye age of Eighteen Years". 

John Bird signed his will with his mark. 

The inventory of John Bird's personal property was made on 3 June 1728 (Deeds 

Wills & c 1715-1729, part II, p. 347). It is unusual in that a large part consists 

of materials. He owned "100 yards Brown Linen, 84 yards Virginia Linen, 60 yards 

Crown Linnen, 5 yards fine Linnen, 14 yards fine Chex, 18 yards Ticken, and 20 yards 

Scotch placid". Additional personal property named was household furnishings, in-

cluding pewter candlesticks, a pewter tankard, plates, spoons, an old gun, leather 

for two pair of shoes, some old books and an old Bible. Clothes consisted of a 

jacket, a pair of "Cloath Britches", a felt hat, worsted stockings, a silk hand-

kerchief and"Virginia Linen shirts". John Bird also owned 700 pounds of tobacco, a 

horse, hogs, and fowl. 

It is also unusual that John Bird had no daughters, at least he did not name 

daughters in his will. It he were a planter with five sons, it seems they would 

have needed a female in the household. His daughters, if any, could have married 

before he wrote his will. He could have remarried after his first wife's death 

but, since he named no wife in the will, this would be only supposition. 
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The sons of John Bird of Muddy Creek and an unknown wife, were: 

1. Nathaniel Bird, born circa 1702, died testate 1780, naming his wife as 

Cathern 1777-1780, P. 514). Nathaniel Bird heired the eastern portion of his 

father's land. His personal estate was divided among his children: Charity, wife of 

Nathaniel Riggen; Sarah Bird; Rachel, wife of Solomon Johnson; Jacob Bird; and 

Nathaniel Bird (Wills 1780-1784, p. 105). The descendants of son Nathaniel are 

traced by Colwell P. Byrd in History and Genealogy of the Byrd Family.

2. Solomon Bird, born circa 1704. See next section. 

3. Daniel Bird, born circa 1706. Daniel Bird had died by 26 Jund 1751, when 

his estate was administered to his widow, Margaret Bird (Orders 1744-1753, P. 507). 

His personal estate was divide between his widow and five daughters on 28 January 

1752 (Wills 1752-1757, p. 7). Six years later, on 29 March 1758, Daniel Bird's 

nuncupative will was presented to Court and proved. In it, he left 125 acres of 

land to daughter Susannah Bird (Wills 1757-1761, p. 39). The former administration 

was revoked and the widow, Margaret Bird, was instructed to readminister the estate 

according to the will. Daniel Bird's daughters were: Elisabeth, wife of Benjamin 

Parks; Rachel, wife of Middleton Mason; Mary Bird; Susannah Bird, who later mar-

ried a Sparrow; and Scarbrough Bird. Daniel Bird had bought 125 acres in the San-

ford area in 1740 (Whitelaw, p. 1274). 

4. Eborn Bird, born circa 1708, died testate in 1768 (Wills 1767-1772, p.162). 

iborn Bird had bought 200 acres in 1732, land located a short distance west of the 

land his grandfather, Edward Bird, had owned (dhitelaw, p. 896). In his will, he 

named his wife as Mary, and left 90 acres to son Jacob and devised to grandson, 

Levi Byrd, the balance of 105 acres. He also named grandsons, Major Bird, Jacob 

Bird and Eburn Hornsby. norm Bird's descendants continued to live in lower Accomack 

County, in St. George Parish. 

5. Major Bird, born circa 1810 to 1812, died intestate by 30 July 1751, when 
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Sarah Bird, apparently his widow, was named to administer his estate (Orders 1744--

1753, p. $16). Major Bird had bought 300 acres of land and marsh on Muddy Creek 

(north side) in 1740 and 100 additional acres in 1750 (south side) from Isaiah 

Johnson. This land descended to two daughters, Elizabeth Bird and Lucretia, wife of 

Charles Broadwater, indicating Major Bird had no sons (Whitelaw, pp. 1206 and 1207). 

On 31 March 1774, Elizabeth Bird, Charles Broadwater and Lucretia, his wife, brought 

a suit against Isaiah Johnson "in ejectment" for 100 acres of land and marsh on Muddy 

Creek (Orders 1774-1777, p. 119). They lost the suit, suggesting that Major Bird 

died before he paid for the last 100acres. On 6 December 1793, a survey was made of 

200 acres bordering the north side of Muddy Creek (Surveyors Record No. 1, p. 249). 

This was divided between Elisabeth Bird and "Custis and Burton". On 24 June 1800, 

Elizabeth Bird sold John Kelly 12 to 15 acres "situated on Muddy Creek" for 1 pound 

16 shillings. This was "marsh land that formerly belonged to Charles Broadwater" 

(Deeds 1800-1804, p. 6). 
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Will of John Bird (Deeds Wills & Etc 1715-1729, part II, p. 298) 
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Solomon Bird 
The Third Generation 

Solomon Bird, born circa 1704, was one of the sons named by John Bird in his 

will of 1728. He would have been circa 24 years of age when his father died, leaving 

him Hall the remainder of my land and marsh". He heired the western part of his 

father's land, which included the marshes. Byrds Marsh likely was named for Solomon 

Bird, who bought other land and marsh in the same area. 

Solomon Bird had married by 29 April 1748, when his wife Ann joined him in 

deeding land (Deeds 1746..•1757, p. 121). His wife was Ann Bull, the daughter of 

Tobias Bull, who wrote his will on 4 May 1751, naming a daughter as "Ann Bird, 

Wife of Solomon Bird" (Wills 1757-1761, p. 275). 

Solomon Bird, planter, bought 50 acres of marsh and hammocks from Elijah Nock 

on 29 April 1746, for 12 pounds. The land was located "at the mouth of Cat Tail 

Creek, bound on the south by said Creek" (Deeds 1737-1746, p. 499). He and wife Ann 

sold this tract back to Elijah Nock on 29 April 1748 (Deeds 17461757, p. 121). 

On 14 April 1752, Solomon Bird bought 50 acres from Joseph Bell and wife Com-

fort, for 62 pounds 1 shilling 6 pence (Deeds 1746-1757, p. 160). Me sold this 

land to Jonathan Mears on 27 September 1784 for 150 pounds (Deeds 17831788, p. 160). 

On 24 September 1754, Solomon Bird, planter, and Ann, his wife, sold to William 

Beavans, 34 acres land and marsh for 12 pounds 15 shillings. The deed states this 

was part of a parcel conveyed to Solomon by Thomas Fisher by a deed recorded amongst 

the *Records in the Secretary's Book of the Colony of Virginia" (Deeds 1846-1757, P• 

525). No record has been found of the purchase in Accomack County records. Solomon 

Bird made two other sales from the land he bought of Thomas Fisher. On 27 July 1777, 

he sold 25 acres land and marsh to Jacob Bird (Muddy Creek), for 10 pounds (Deeds 

1777-1783, p. 30) and on 17 January 1778, he sold 25 additional acres to Nathaniel 

Bird, Jun" for 10 pounds (p. 31). His wife did not join him in signing these deeds, 
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showing she was deceased by 1777. 

Solomon Byrd sold none of the land his father left him. He wrote his will on 

28 September 1784 and it was recorded on 30 November of the same year (Wills 1784-

1787, p. 83). He left daughter Esther Bird two slaves and furniture. He gave a 

bed and a slave to daughter Rebecca Bird. He directed that his still and "one 

corner cupboard" not be removed from his land. He gave a slave,Derry,his freedom 

and half his clothes. The other half was to go to negro Abner. He loaned his land 

and the balance of his personal property to three daughters, Esther Bird, Rebecca 

Bird, and Scarbough Bird during their single life. Me stipulated that the three 

daughters "have liberty to sell any part of my estate to live on", also "if either 

of my said daughters should unlawfully Cohabit or marry then they or either of them 

shall forfit their right and Title to that part of my estate lent them". Solomon 

Bird signed his name to his will, indicating he had been educated. Esther Bird 

appeared in Court and qualified as executrix. 

The inventory of Solomon Bird's personal property was taken on 20 May 1785 

her 
and returned to Court on 26 February 1788, signed by Esther mirkBird, Solomon 

Johnson and James Duncan (Wills 1788-1794, p. 22). It included 4 slaves. Live-

stock consisted of 3 horses, 22 cattle, 17 hogs, 20 geese, and 11 "Dunghill fowls" 

(chickens). Household furnishings included 2 beds and furnishings, a maple desk, a 

corner cupboard, 12 pewter plates, 6 pewter "Basons", a pewter dish, a Delph dish, 

a loom, a linnen wheel and a woolen wee4An wheel, also a "Sermon Book" and two other 

books. A number of farm equipment and tools were listed, as was a "Brandy Still" and 

a "Cyder Mill". Among his clothes was a pair "Spectacles" and "one pocket Bottle". 

He had 3 pounds in cash, a bond of Jonathan Mears' for 120 pounds and a "Note of 

hand of Oliver Bell's five Pounds". 

Since Solomon Bird only loaned his property to his daughters, it is evident 

he knew that according to the law of primogeniture, in effect at that time, his 
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property would eventually go to his oldest son and his heirs. On 5 April 1792, a 

survey was made of land of John Upshur of Northampton County, "land lately sold to 

Mr. Solomon Johnson  .on head of Cat Tail Creek on the Bayside near Messongo 

Creek" (Surveyors Record #1, p. 195). The land was bound on the northeast by the 

remainder of lands of Mr. Upshur, on the northwest by "lands of John Bird late of 

Solomon" and on the southeast and east by "Cat Tail William Blozom". Solomon Bird's 

daughters had sold no land between 1784 and 1792 (they sold none at all) and John 

Bird had bought no land during the same period. John Bird, owning land in 1792 that 

had belonged of Solomon Bird, shows Solomon Bird had at least one son and likely 

others. The 1783 tax list for Accomack County gives the names of Solomon Bird, Senr, 

John Bird, -and Solomon Bird, Junr grouped together. 

The children of Solomon Bird and his wife, Ann (Bull) Bird, appear to have been: 

1. John Bird, born circa 1745. See next section. 

2. Solomon Bird, Junr, born circa 1747. Solomon Bird, Junr was listed with 

his father and brother in the 1783 tax list. His name did not appear on the tax 

list for 1787, but he did witness a deed in 1793 (Deeds 1793-1797, p. 60), after 

which his name disappeared from Accomack County records. It seems likely he moved 

to Edgefield County, South Carolina. 

3. Elijah Bird, born circa 1748. Elijah Bird was named to administer the 

estate of Anseleta Bell, deceased, on 26 December 1769, giving Solomon Bird as his 

security (Orders 1769-1770, p. 301). Elijah Bird bought 80 acres from James Ail-

worth on 2 January 1777 (Deeds 1770-1777, p. 501). Me bought 40 acres, plus 8 acres 

"where Daniel Kelly lives", from William Bell on 26 October 1777 (Deeds 1777-1783, 

p. 22). He and wife Bridget sold the 8-acre tract to Daniel Kelly on 25 May 1779 

(Deeds 1777-1783, p. 144). On 29 November 1791, Elijah Bird and wife Bridget sold 

120 acres to Major Bird for *115 pounds Current money of Virginia" (Deeds 1788-1793, 

p. 562). One of the boundries was land of Solomon Johnson. After this date Elijah 
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Bird disappeared from Accomack County records. It appears likely he moved to 

Edgefield County, South Carolina, also. 

4. Daniel Bird, born circa 1750. A Daniel Bird arrived in Edgefield County, 

South Carolina, soon after the Revolutionary War. He bought land there in 1784 and 

1788. He died testate in Edgefield County by 8 December 1806. He had a son, Daniel 

Bird, Junr born in 1788. 

5. Hezikah Bird, born circa 1755. In Edgefield County, South Carolina, circa 

1885 to 1890. 

6. Esther Bird, born circa 1758. Named as a daughter by Solomon Bird in his 

will. The 1787 tax list gives Esther Bird as head of a household, but she is not 

listed by the 1800 census. It is likely she was deceased or married by 1792, when 

John Bird was named as owner of Solomon Bird's land. 

7. Rebecca Bird, born circa 1760. Named as a daughter by Solomon Bird in his 

will. Rebecca Bird married Bartholomew Mears, as his second wife, by bond of 31 

August 1795 (MLB 1774-1806, p. 19). 

8. Scarbough Bird, born circa 1762. Named as a daughter by Solomon Bird in 

his will. No other record. She was likely the female in the household of her brother 

John Bird, Senr in the 1800 census, aged 26 to 45 years. 

Note: In early July 1984, this researcher received a call from a Mr. Wider of Colum-
bia, South Carolina. We was looking for the Accomack County ancestors of a Daniel 
Bird, who bought land in Edgefield County, South Carolina, in 1784 and who died 
testate there in 1806. He named other Birds there during the same period as Solomon 
Bird, Elijah Bird, and Wesekiah Bird. Mr. Wider needed information here within a 
few days and, with a short search, the writer suggested the Bird men in Edgefield 
County were sons of Solomon Bird. After a more thorough search of all the Birds in 
Accomack County for this study, it appears even more likely they were Solomon's sons. 

Mr. Ralph T. Whitelaw, in Virginia's Eastern Shore (p. 1212), states that a 
William Lucas, of Edgefield County, South Carolina, sold Accomack County land in 1791. 
This land was near that which Elijah Bird bought in 1777 and sold in 1791 (p. 1213). 
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Will of Solomon Bird (Wills 1784-1787, p. 83) 
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John Bird, Senr 
The Fourth Generation 

John Bird was born circa 1745, a son of Solomon Bird and his wife, Ann (Bull) 

Bird. The fact that he inherited Solomon Bird's land shows he was the eldest son. 

On 27 October 1766, Edmund Poulson and Elizabeth Parker, executors of John 

Parker, sold to John Bird, Shipcarpenter, 50 acres of land on Deep Creek, for 33 

pounds 5 shillings (Deeds 1757-1770,p. 437). On 25 January 1770, John Bird, 

Ship Carpenter, and Mary, his wife, sold the same land to Southy East for 35 pounds 

(p. 675). These deeds show John Bird's trade and that he had married by 1770. The 

maiden name of this wife has not been found. She could have been a Parker. Mary 

Bird was deceased by 7 June 1790, when John Bird was issued a bond to marry (2) 

Esther Ross (MLB 1774-1806, p. 4). 

On 1 January 1793, John Bird bought 36 acres of land and marsh from Solomon, 

Johnson, Senr, "at head of Cat Tail Creek, being part Johnson bought of John Upshur 

  where said John Bird now lives" (Deeds 1793-1797, p. 60). He paid 27 pounds. 

It appears John Bird had been living here, at least from 1783, when his name was 

grouped with Solomon Bird, Senr and Solomon Bird, j r in the tax list of that year, 

and continued to live on this land for two more years before moving into his father's 

home, after the death or marriage of his sister Esther and the marriage of sister 

Rebecca. He likely became a farmer at this time. 

The 1800 Federal Census gives John Bird, Senr as head of a household, aged 

over 45 years. There was one other male in his household, 16 to 26 years of age, 

and eight females, one of whom was likely his sister Scarbough. He owned four slaves 

in 1800. In 1810, John Bird, Senr was again over 45 years of age, as was his wife. 

There were two other males in his household, one under 10 years and one 10 to 16. 

Two young females were of the same ages, under 10 and between 10 and 16. In 1820, 

John Bird was again over 45, as was his wife. There were two males aged 16 to 26 
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in the household, a daughter aged 16 to 26, a daughter aged 25 to 45, and a daughter 

aged 10 to 16. Other members of the household in 1820 appear to have been a married 

daughter, aged 26 to 45, her husband aged 26 to 45, with their two children. John 

Bird was circa 75 years of age in 1820 and would have needed assistance in operating 

his farm. He still awned four slaves. 

John Bird's name appeared on two deeds after 1800. On 29 August 1809, John Bird, 

Senr sold 6 acres to John Bird, Jun for $6 (Deeds 1807-1810, p. 244). On 6 Septem-

ber 1810, John Bird, Senr sold to "James (freed by Hall)", a black woman named 

Broadus, two negro boys Levi and Ishmal, and a negro girl Tabby, for 11 pounds (Dist. 

Court Deeds 1807-1830, p. 161). 

John Bird, Senr wrote his will on 6 July 1810. It was not produced for probate 

by Thorogood Taylor, executor, until 1 December 1829 (Wills 1828-1846, p. 49). John 

W. Bird (a grandson) opposed the will but it was proved by Taylor and John Ullman, 

two other witnesses, Comfort Young and Crippen Taylor, being deceased. John W. Bird 

and Raymond Riley became Thorogood Taylor's securities for settling the estate. 

John Bird, Senr left all his lands "unto my son Ebourn". Me gave this son "one 

still and tub and worme, one Cyder Mill and Cyder casks also one Gun one Broad ax 

first choce my chist (chest of drawers) one Bade and furniture Suckont choys (second 

choice)". He left daughter Cathren Bird "all my nigrows" and the balance of his 

estate. John Bird, Senr's second wife appeared to be living when he wrote his will, 

and as late as 1820, but he did not name her in the will, nor was she named in the 

settling of his estate. His two eldest sons were both deceased when the will was 

probated. 

The children of John Bird, Senr and his first wife Mary were: 

1. William Bird, born circa 1770. See next section. 

2. Nancy Bird, born circa 1775. Nancy Bird was shown in the household of her 

brother William's son, John W. Bird, by the 1850 census, aged 75 Years. 
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3. Daughter, born circa 1780. In father's household in 1800. 

L. Daughter, born circa 1782. In father's household in 1800. 

5. John Bird, j r  born circa 1784, died intestate by 29 January 1816, when 

his administration was granted to Elizabeth Bird (Orders 1815-1817, p. 211). He 

married by bond of 20 Mky 1809, Elizabeth Poulson, daughter of William Poulson (MLB 

1806-1832, p. 17). John Bird, Jun" was the male listed in his father's household by 

the 1800 census, aged 16 to 26. In 1810, he was given as head of a household, still 

aged 16 to 26, with a wife but no children. 

John Bird, Junr bought the 6 acres from his father in 1809. He had bought 1 acre 

next to his father from Esariah Bloxom in August 1808 (Deeds 1807-1810, p. 193), and 

he bought 16 acres adjacent his father's land from Isaiah Johnson on 12 March 1812 

for $112 (Deeds 1810-1812, p.430). He bought 2 acres from William Mister in 1812 

(Deeds 1812-1815, p. 160). On 6 January 1810, John Bird, j r bought a negro girl 

Susanna from Samuel Johnson for 39 pounds (Deeds 1810'..1812, p. 89). 

On 1 January 1820, Betsy Bird presented to Court the orphan's accounts of George 

P. Bird and Osburn J. Bird for 1817, 1718 and 1819 (Orphans Accts 1819-1826, p. 78-9). 

She was paid board for the two orphans (her sons) from their part of land rent and 

their part of "Negro hire". One of John Bird, Junr's two sons, Osburn J. Bird, died 

intestate by 31 August 1846, when George P. Bird was named to administer his estate 

(Orders 18451848, p. 185). No record ofOsburn J. Bird's marriage has been found 

(Bird book, p. 109, says she was a Taylor), but a widow bought items at his personal 

property sale, as did his brother, George P. Bird; his cousin, John W. Bird; uncle 

Eburn Bird; and mother, Betsy Bird (Inventories 1846...1849, p. 221). Mary I. Bird, 

widow, married Samuel R. Bird, son of Daniel T. Bird, by bond of 27 December 1847 

(MLB 1847-1850, p. 2). Mary A.E. Bird sold to George P. Bird, all her dower rights 

in Osburn J. Bird's lands on 3 September 1854 (Deeds 1853-1855, P. 83). 

John Bird, Junr's son, George P. Bird, was born circa 1811 and died testate on 
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10 April 1863 of consumption (Reg. of Deaths 1853-1896, p. 30 and Wills 1846-1882, p. 

355). His death record gave his parents as J. At E. (John, Junr and Elisabeth) Bird. 

George P. Bird married (1) Dameriah Bird, daughter of Daniel T. Bird, by bond of 22 

November 1839 (MLB 1832-1841, p. 3), and (2) Mary Mears, daughter of Thomas Mears, by 

bond of 31 December 1849 (MLB 1847-1850, p. 2). He named his first child for his 

mother, Betsy Pouson Bird (Byrd book, p. 107). 

6. Mary Bird, born circa 1787, married John Harmon, by bond dated 30 January 

1806 (MLB 1774-1806, p. 14). 

The children of John Bird, Senr and his wife Esther (Ross) Bird were: 

7. Hessy Bird, born circa 1791, married Tully W. Fisher by bond of 26 October 

1809 (1LB 1806-1832, p. 49). 

8. Daughter, born circa 1795, under 10 in 1800, aged 10 to 16 in 1810 and 16 

to 26 in 1820. 

9. ? Thomas Bird. When the NYA recorded old Accomack County family grave-

yards in 1937, three stones were read and labeled as "Ebron Byrd Burying Ground, 

Mearsville, Va., on old woods road". One of these was Ebron Byrd, born 6 October 

1802, died 4 April 1864. A second was Meriah A. Byrd, born 6 March 1806, died 19 

July 1883. The third was a Thomas Byrd, born 6 October 1802, died 19 July 1868. 

These tombstones are apparently no longer standing. After recently recording other 

family plots in the area, it appears likely they were the ones located between Muddy 

Creek and Cattail Creek, nearer the latter, where a cemetery is marked on present-

day Geological Survey Maps, east of Byrds Marsh. If the RYA read his tombstone 

correctly, then Thomas Byrd was a twin to Ebron Byrd and another son of John Bird, 

Senr. The Register of Deaths, 1853-1896, has been searched and researched for the 

reporting of the death of Thomas Bird in 1868, aged 66 years, without success. There 

is no record of Thomas Byrd marrying, nor has he been found in census reports. 

10. Ebron Bird, born 6 October 1802 and died 4 April 1864, according to his 
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tombstone reading. The Register of Deaths, 1853-1896, (p.30) states hes son of J. 

and Esther Byrd, died on 18 April 1864, of "disease of the head". Ebern Bird 

married Ann Lewis, daughter of Nancy Lewis, by bond of 12 November 1821 (MLB 1806 - 

18321 p. 16). It was she, called Meriah A. Byrd, born 6 March 1806, died 20 Novem-

ber 1883, who was buried with her husband, The Register of Deaths recorded that Ann 

M. Byrd, *wife of Eburn Byrd" died 21 November 1883, at 77, of dropsy. 

Ebourn Bird was named to inherit his father John Bird, Senris land, land that 

had belonged to his grandfather, Solomon Bird, and great-grandfather, John Bird. On 

18 May 1833, Elizabeth Bird, administrix of John Bird, j r, plaintiff, brought a 

suit against "Thorogood Taylor, executor of John Bird, Senr, Ebourn Bird divisee of 

John Bird, Senr and William Martin and Catherine his wife formerly Catherine Bird", 

defendants, (Chancery Orders 1831-1845, p. 26). Evidently, John Bird, Senr had 

given a note to John Bird, Junr after writing his will in 1810, for, on 20 November 

1834, "the Court doth adjudge the plaintiff recover $1500 and interest from 1st day 

of June 1830* (p. 49). Thorogood Taylor was directed to pay $33.89 to the plaintiff, 

the balance left in John Bird, Senr's estate. A commissioner sold the land Ebourn 

was to inherit on 1 July 1835, to George P. Bird and Osburn J. Bird for $800, "they 

being the highest bidder" (p. 72). On 29 December 1835, George P. Bird and Osburn 

J. Bird sold to their uncle, Ebern Bird, 50 acres of the same land for $200 (Deeds 

1835-1837, p. 362). 

Ebron Bird's children were: Lewis J. Byrd, born circa 1828; Vienna Byrd, born 

circa 1830, married 1651, John Somers, Jr. (MLB 1850-1854, p. 11); Serena C. Byrd, 

born circa 1832, married 1852, William Somers (same page); Mary E. Byrd (1834-1905), 

married 1852, Rev. Thomas M. Poulson (Wor. Co. Mar. Rec. 1795-1865, p. 180); Eburn T. 

Byrd, born circa 1844, apparently died young and could have beg the Thomas Byrd 

buried with a tombstone next to his parents; and Sallie E. Byrd, born circa 1848, 

married 1869, William S. Byrd, son of Jacob K. Byrd (Mar. Reg #3, p. 26). 
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11. Cathern Bird, born circa 1804, married by bond of 31 December 1827, William 

Martin (MLB 1806-1832, p. 93). There is a tombstone in the Old Messongo Baptist 

Church cemetery which reads: iittie Martyn, wife of William Martyn, died 14 April 

1885, aged about 80 years. 
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'Will of John Bird, Sent' 1828-1846, p. 49) 
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William Bird 
The Fifth Generation 

William Bird, the oldest son of John Bird, Senr and his wife, Mary Bird, was 

born circa 1770 and died testate by 28 February 1825 (Wills 1825-1826, p. 172). He 

was deceased by the time his father's will was proved in 1829. 

William Bird married Casiah Hinman by bond of 7 January 1792 (MLB 1774-1806, 

p. 4). While the marriage record does not call her a widow, this is possible. 

Thomas Kelly, who died testate in 1784 (will written in 1781), named a daughter as 

Kaaiah Hinman (Wills 1784-1787, p. 20). Moses Hinman, died testate 1805, also 

named a daughter as Kaziah (Wills 1804-1806, p. 453). 

In the 1800 census, William Bird was designated as William Bird, J, aged 26 

to 45 years, with a wife of the same age, and a son under 10 years. There was one 

other male in the household. William Bird owned two slaves in 1800. 

On 29 December 1800, William Bird bought 60 acres of land "at head of Muddy 

Creek", from Jacob Bloxom for 290 pounds (Deeds 1800-1804, p. 30). The land was ' 

bound on the northwest by the lands of John eley, on the southwest and southeast 

by the heirs of Robert Mears, and on the northeast by the heirs of Oliver Bell. 

Jacob Bloxom had had this land surveyed on 30 October 1800 (Surveyors Record, #3, 

p. 23 and Whitelaw, p. 1202). It was an odd-shaped tract, bordered on the north-

west "by the Bayside road dividing (it) from the lands of John Riley", the southeast 

portion extending back behind the Robert Mears land. The farm is located south-t 

east of the intersection of present-day routes 658 and 682. It is directly across 

the road from the southern road to open water at Muddy Creek. A part of the 60 acres 

was awned by the family until 1905. 

The 1810 census again gave William Bird as head of a household, aged 26 to 45, 

with two females of the same age. Apparently his first son was deceased by 1810, for 

he only had one male in his household, under 10 years. Re again awned two slaves. 
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On 24 June 1811, William Bird, Levin Blomom, and Erastus Poulson bound them-

selves, by a 41000 bond, to George W. Smith, Esquire, Lieutenant Governor of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, as William Bird was appointed, by the Court of Accomack 

County, as constable for precinct No. 1, for a two-year period (Deeds 1810-1812, p. 

286). William Bird was reappointed to this position every succeeding two years 

until 25 June 1821, when he was lasynamed constable of "precinct of Accomack Parish" 

for two years (Deeds 1821-1822, p. 553). At this time, Crippen Taylor and Thorogood 

Taylor joined him in binding themselves to Thomas M. Randolph, Esquire, Governor of 

Virginia, for $1500. 

The 1820 census listed William Bird as head of a household, aged over 45, with 

two females over 45 and a son between 10 years and 16 years. He then had three slaves. 

On 6 July 1822, William Bird bought 43 acres of land from Spencer D. Fletcher 

for 4400 (Deeds 1822-1824, p. 40). The land was bound on the north by lands of 

William Mason, on the east by the county road running from Muddy Creek to Messongo 

Bridge, and on the west by lands of Daniel T. Bird. On 4 July 1823, William Bird 

paid $40 for 17 acres of Abbott Bloxom land (Deeds 1824-1825, p. 148). He was the 

highest bidder for the land at an auction by James Gillet, Sheriff. No boundries 

were given in the deed, but this land was apparently adjacent to his home farm. In 

land 
his will, William Bird mentioned owning 10 acres 'of ,TaylorAjoining the last purchase, 

but no record has been found of him buying this or heiring it. Thomas Taylor owned'20 

acres of land adjoining William Bird's home farm in 1789 (Deeds 1788-1793k p. 259). 

William Bird wrote his will on 23 January 1825 and it was recorded on 28 February 

of the same year Wills 1825-1826, p. 172). He left "my Bloxom land" and 10 adjoining 

acres called Taylor lands to Elizabeth Thorns "my housman" (housekeeper), after which 

this land was to go to her son James Thorns. He loaned the land and house *where I 

now live", the land bought of Spencer Fletcher, and his personal property to his son 

John Bird until he became of age. At this time it would belong to son John, if he 
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were still living and if not, this would also go to James Thorns. William Bird 

did not name his wife in his will, nor did he name an executor. The Court appointed 

Nathaniel Topping and William Nock of Zadock as administrators. 

It is obvious that William Bird's wife, Caziah (Hinman) Bird, was in ill health, 

for him to have needed a housekeeper and not name her in his will. It is likely she 

had been unwell since losing a son and the birth of another between 1800 and 1810. 

This would account for the two females in the William Bird household in 1810, both 

aged 26 to 45. In 1820, they were both over 45 years. William Bird was seemingly 

trying to protect his wife, should their only son die, by leaving his property to 

the Thorns. 

Nathaniel Topping was appointed trustee for Kaziah Bird on 8 December 1826, 

when she received one-third of her husband's estate (Wills 1826-1828, p. 217). Her 

estate was turned over to her son, John W. Bird, on 26 February 1827, when he gave a 

bond to the Justices of Accomack County for $3000 (Deeds 1825-1827, p. 283). It is 

not known when Caziah/Kaziah Bird Died. John W. Bird had two females in his house-

hold in 1830, age 50 to 60 years, and one in 1840, of 70 to 80 years. 

The inventory of William Bird's personal property was returned on 29 January 

1827 (Wills 1826-1828, p. 212). It included twenty open notes of friends and neigh-

bors, to whom he had loaned money. No slaves were listed, but approximaely four pages 

was devoted to livestock, farming tools, household furniture, and other items. He 

awned a silver watch, a corner cupboard, a walnut table, a pine one and six Windsor 

chairs. 

The children of William Bird and his wife Caziah (Hinman) Bird were: 

1. Son, born circa 1795, deceased by 1810. 

2. John W. Bird, born 11 October 1806. See next section. 
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John W. Bird 
The Sixth Generation 

John W. Bird, the only living son of William Bird and his wife, Caziah (Hinman) 

Bird, was born on 11 October 1806 (family Bible). He was eighteen years of age when 

his father died in early 1825. He married Nancy Bloxom on 2 December 1825 (family 

Bible and Wor. Co. Mar. Rec. 1795-1865, p. 92). Nancy Bloxom was the daughter of 

Major Bloxom and Betsy (Hope) Bloxom (MLB 1774-1806, p. 4). Her father's 273 acres 

of land was divided among his heirs on 18 July 1825, and Nancy received 66 acres, 2 

roods and 17 perches (Surveyors Record #5, p. 158). 

John W. Bird's name first appeared in Accomack County records on 27 February 

1827, when he was made trustee for his mother. He opposed the provong of his grand-

father's will on 1 December 1829. The 1830 census shows him aged 20 to 30, with a 

wife of the same age and a son under 5 years. There was one other male in his house-

hold, likely his cousin George P. Bird, aged 15 to 20. The two older females in the 

home, aged 50 to 60, appear to have been his mother and her nurse. John W. Bird had 

11 slaves in 1830. 

On 30 June 1831, John W. Bird bought 43 acres from William Mason for $525 (Deeds 

1830-1832, p. 212). This land adjoined, on the north, the 43 acrOdf the Spencer D. 

Fletcher land he had inherited from his father. 

The census of 1840 gives both John W. Bird and his wife as 30 to 40 years of age. 

They had two sons, one under 5 years and one between 10 and 15 years. There were 

four daughters in the household, all under 15 years, and one other female, aged 70 

to 80 years. John W. Bird had 16 slaves in 1840. 

John W. Bird bought "Jester Lands" on 1 July 1846 (Deeds 1846-1848, p. 219). 

The deed does not give the acreagepf this tract, only that he paid $30, that it was 

the property of Henry Davis, deceased, and was sold at Hock's store. John W. Bird 

paid $60 for 6 acres on 2 October 1847, which he bought from John Y,Fitchett and 
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wife, land adjacent his home farm (Deeds 1846-1848, p. 578). On 30 October 1848, 

John W. Bird bought 40 acres from John W. Tunnell and wife Rosetta for $400 (Deeds 

18).18-1849, p. 366). 

By 1850, John W. Bird's home place, the 60 acres his father bought in 1800, had 

grown into a 103-acre farm by additional puchases of surrounding tracts (Surveyors 

Record #7, p. 79). John W. Bird awned the 43 acres his father bought from Spencer 

D. Fletcher in 1822 (he called this "Fisher land" in his will, it contained a shoe-

maker's shop), the 43-acre Mason land, the 40-acre Tunnel land, the Jester land and 

his wife's 66-acre farm. Moreover, there were a number of deeds of mortgage, between 

1827 and 1855, in which John W. Bird loaned money and accepted land and/or personal 

property as security. On 17 January 1843, his uncle, Eburn Bird awed John W. Bird 

$1223.33 (Deeds 1842-1843, P. 507). This was cancelled an 31 March 1845 (Deeds 1844-

1846, p. 273), but the same day a new mortgage was made by Eburn Bird to a group of 

people, John W. Bird being one of these (p. 265). This property was released on 27 

June 1854 (Deeds 1853-1855, P. 553). 

The 1850 census shows John W. Bird, Sr., a 44-year-old farmer, with wife Nancy 

of the same age. They had eight children living with them: George W. Bird at 21 

years; Eveline, 17; Elisabeth, 15; Susan, 12; Littleton M., 9; Mary, 7; John O., 5; 

and William R., 1 year old. His father's sister, his aunt Nancy Bird, aged 75, was 

also in the household. 

John W. Byrd wrote his will on 30 May 1855 and it was recorded on 30 November 

1857 (Wills 1846-1882, p. 260). He gave his son, George W. Byrd, the eastward end 

of his home farm, his cook house, new corn crib, canoe and sails, and directed that 

a small, new house be built for son George. He left the westward portion of his 

home farm, including the house, to son William R. Byrd. He left son William R. a 

slave and his silver watch. John W. Byrd divided his Mason and Fisher lands between 

sons John 0. Byrd and Littleton M. Byrd and left a slave to each of them. He left 
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his Tunnell and Jester land to be divided between his four sons. He directed that 

the land he held in right of his wife Nancy be divided among all nine of their child-

ren. He left slaves to three daughters and to his wife. Daughter Elisabeth Trader 

was to receive $200 if she ourlived her husband. He appointed son George W. Byrd 

and James Mason (a son-in-law) executors. James Mason qualified to settle the estate. 

The inventory of John W. Byrd's personal property covers six pages and included 

nine slaves (Inv. 1856-1861, p. 457). His widow bought most of the household furni-

ture at the sale on 16 December 1857. Among these items were a corner cupboard, six 

Windson chairs, and a mahagony table. 

Nancy Byrd, widow of John W. Byrd, sold her inherited Bloxom land to John R. 

Bowdoin on 22 February 1860 for $750 (Deeds 1860-1862, p. 116). Nancy (Bloxom) Byrd 

had married (2) George Bloxom of G by 1866 (Fid. Accts. 1864-1867, p. 587). No 

record of this marriage has been found in Accomack County. George Bloxom married 

Nancy Bull (Bird?) by a Maryland licence of 12 March 1863 (Wor. C. Mar. Rec. 1795-

1865, p. 223). Nancy Bloxom, "widow of George Bloxom of GI deceased, which said 

Nancy was Nancy Byrd, widow of John W. Byrd" joined son William R. Byrd in signing 

a deed onlJanuary 1895, when he sold the land his father left him (Deeds 16, p.47). 

Mrs. Nancy Bloxom, born 12 December 1806 (family Bible), died on 7 February 1896. An 

item in The Peninsula Enterprise (29 February 1896 issue) gives the date of her death 

near Bloxom Station. It says she was the mother of Mr. William R. Byrd, of Balti-

more, and Messrs John O. Byrd and George W. Byrd, Bloxom Station. It did not name 

her daughters. 

The children of John W. Byrd and his wife, Nancy (Bloxom) Byld, were: 

1. Elisabeth Byrd, born 12 October 1826, died 9 October 1829. 

2. George W. Byrd, born 10 March 1829. SOnext section. 

3. Sarah Ann Byrd, born 14 November 1830, married James Mason, son of Major 

Mason, by bond of 16 February 1848 MB 1847-1850, p. 10). 
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4. Evaline Byrd, born 13 January 1833, married Elijah B. Kelly, son of James 

Kelly, deceased, by bond of 5 January 1854 (MLB 1850-1854, p. 6) valine (Byrd) 

Kelly and her husband are buried on the John W. Byrd hone farm with her parents and 

brothers, and likely her grandparents. Her tombstone states she was born on 13 

January 1833 and died on 30 September 1910. 

5. Elizabeth Jain Byrd, born 27 June 1835, married by licence of 27 March 1855, 

Samuel Trader (War. C. Mar. Rec. 1795-1865, P. 193). 

6. Susanna Byrd, born 7 September 1837, married by bond of 8 April 1856, Jesse 

Dickerson, Jr. (MLB 1853-1858, p. 3). 

7. John Osburn Byrd, born 30 January 1840, died 12 May 1843. 

8. Mary William Byrd, born 11 August 1844, married circa 1865, William T. Young 

(Fid Accts 1864-1867, p. 587). This couple is buried in Bloxom's Cemetery, just south 

of Bethel Church. She died in 1938. 

9. Littleton Major Byrd, born 11 April 1842, died intestate, unmarried,by 29 

May 1865, when Elijah B. Kelly was named to administer his estate (Orders 1862-1865, 

P. 531). 

106 John Osburn Byrd, born 19 November 1846, married 6 May 1874, at Guilford, 

Arinthia E. Bloxom, daughter of George Bloxom of I and wife Tabitha (Mar. Reg. #3, p. 

39). Arinthia E. (Bloxom) Byrd inherited most of the northern part of present-day 

Bloxom. A number of deeds show her and her husband selling land there. The P.E. 

Church bought land on 2 March 1899, "where the Church stands* (Deeds 73, p. 435); Dr. 

W.W. Kerns bought a lot in 1900 (Deeds 76, p. 68); William H. Bloxom in 1901 (Deeds 

77, p. 344)) John L. Stockley in 1903 (Deeds 79, p. 45); and Accomack Banking Com-

pany in 1907 (Deeds 87, p. 21). John 0. Byrd and his wife had sold the land he in-

herited from his father to Noah Davis on 16 October 1889 for $1100 (Deeds 62, p. 376). 

Both John O. Byrd and his wife died testate in 1933, naming a son, John A. Byrd; a 

daughter, Mary A. Coard; and a granddaughter, Ina A. Dix (Wills 22, pp. 373 and 374). 
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Their deceased daughter, Amanda Byrd (1877 -1910),had married Oscar L. Barnes in 1905 

(Mar. Reg. #4, p.112). They were the parents of Ina A. Barnes, who married Milton 

C. Dix. Mrs. Arinthia Elisabeth Byrd died at her home at Bloxom on 1 January 1933 

at 82 (Pen. Ent., 7 January 1933 issue). John O. Byrd died on 22 February 1933 at 86 

years (Pen. Ent., 25 February 1933 issue). He had been a member of Bethel Baptist 

Church for sixty-five years. He opened the first store at Bloxom in 1885 and con-

tinued in business for more thanthirty years. He and his wife were buried in the 

Byrd family burial ground at Muddy Creek with his parents. 

11. William Riley Byrd, born 26 May 1849, married 15 December 1870, at Guilford, 

Margaret J. Bird, daughter of Selby and Amanda Bird (Mar. Reg. #3, p. 30). William 

R. Byrd, aged 31, was listed as a merchant by the 1880 census. He was living in 

Baltimore an 1 January 1895, when he sold the land his father had left him, reserving 

the family graveyard and the "right of ingress and egress thereto". Colwell P. Byrd 

states he was in the mercantile business in Baltimore in 1907 (p.50) and that he had 

two daughters, both of whom died young. 

Note: John W. Bird and his wife Nancy had a family Bible (The Boston Family of ,Mary-
land, p. 368). This researcher has not seen the Bible or a copy thereof, since it is 
not locally available. However, recordings of births in the family have been used. 
While it is never a good policy to use secondary sources in genealogical studies, it 
has been found that family Bibles are usually the most accurate records and birth 
dates, in this case, agree very closely with census ages and tombstone readings. 
Apparently the Bible does not give dates of deaths of older members of the family, 
and only a few marriage dates. It does record the birth of Eburn Bird, as son of John 
Bird, on 6 October 1802, which agrees with his tombstone reading (see Eburn Bird in 
John Bird, Senr section). It also identifies John W. Byrd as "son of William". 
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Will of John W. Byrd (Wills 1846-1882, p. 260) 

I John W. Byrd of the County of Accomack and State of Virginia do make and publish 

this ss and for my last will and testament hereby revoking and declaring Void all other 

wills by re heretofore made 

First I Give and bequeath unto my sun George W. Byrd 

the eastward end of my cleered land where I at present reside as folios Viz,, running 

from a marked pine on the ;ide of the market road betwene me and Edmund Bell Southward 

to a ditch thence Streight to a thicket adjoining the Parker land thence Eastwardlyn

strate to the Parker line Together with e house & lot of land and thicket where George 

by Riley at present resides designated or bounded by line orinarlcbd trees betwenn that 

and the mane wood land together with the Southward end of the main wood or swamp land 

Supposing to be one half of sail wood or swamp land commencing at or near a big or 

large ditch and discribed or bounded by marked trees also my cook house new corn crib 

my canoe & sails and, a new house to be built for my aforesaid Sun on the above lands 

and finished in workman like manner— excepting lathing & plastering else Sixteen by 

Eighteen feet squaiT single or one Story high out of the proceeds of my personal Estate 

nert!efter willed to the following children Viz., George W. Byrd Sarah A. Mason Eveline 

Kelly & Susannah Byrd to him and his heirs forever 

Second I leave unto my sun William 

R. Byrd the westward end of my Cleared land where I at present reside together with the 

pine thicket adjoining the Parker land near the School House and all the buildings /4-

improvements except “hat I have Oiven to my sun George W. Byrd within where I at present 

reside as discribed by the within or foregoing pine and ditch together with the supposed 

other half of the wood or swamp land belonging to my mane tract of land as discribed 

above or within by marked trees and one negro boy by the name of Henry & my silver 

watch to him and his heirs forever Provided he arrives to the age of twenty one years 

and leaves a will or has a lawfullfieir begotten of his bonny if not my will is that t e 

above and within named reel & personal estate be equal'y divided betwene my several 

children viz. George W. Byrd SarahA. Mason Eveline Kelly Susannah Byrd Littleton M. 
A 

Byrd John 0 Byrd Mary Byrd & William R. Byrd to them and their heirs forever 

Third I 

leave unto my sun John 0. Byrd the north end or aide of my Mason and Fisher land so 

called oommencing or starting from the county road 0.4) a marked whit Oak post from thence 

to a ditch thence running the ditch westward to the wood land or swamp and thence 

northward about Twenty Yards X thence westward straight to the landa of Custis W. Byrd 

Decd. bounded by marked trees also the shoemakers Shop at the Store House and one negro 

Girl by the name of Elsey & her future inoreaskyif any after mipeoeas to him ani his 

heirs forever. ProvideChe ariives to the ago: of Twenty one years & leaves a will or 



a lawfuilheir begotten of his boddy if not nv will is the above real and pirsonel Estate 

named to be Equally divided betwene my several Children Viz, George W. Byrd Sarah A. 

Mason Eveline KellY5a.64~0,4Byrd Littleton M. Byrd Mary Byrd & William ;<. Byrd to them 

and their Heirs forever 

Fourth I leave unto my sun Littleton M. Byrd the South end of my 

Pisher land from the said white oak post & ditch and marked trees. witn all the improvements 

except the shoe maker shop also one negro Girl by the name of Jane and her future increase 

if ary after my decease to him and his Heirs forever, Proviied he artives to the age of 

twenty one years and leaves s will or a lawfull Heir begotten of his boldy if not my will 

is the above real & personal Estate be equally divided betwene my several Children Viz, 

George W. Byrd Sarah A. Mason Eveline Kelly Susannah Byrd John 0, Byrd Mary Byrd & William 

R. Byrd to them & their Heirs forever 

Fifth I Give ,Prl bequeath unto my four suns Viz, 

George W. Byrd William H. Byrd Littleton M. Byrd & John 0 Byrd my Tunnell & Jester land 

to be equally divided to them & their heirs forever 

Sixth I Give and bequeath unto MY 

several ChilAron the lard I hold in rite of my wife Nancy to be equally divided betwehe 

them Viz, George W. Byrd Sarah A. Mason Eveline Kelly Susannah Byrd Littleton M, Byvd 

John 0. Byrd Vary Byrd William R. Byrd & Elizabeth Trader to them h their heirs forever. 

Seventh. I Give unto my daughter Saran A Mason one negro man by the name of Zedoch 

to her and her heirs forever. 

Eight " I Give and bequeath unto my Daughter Eveline Kelly 

one negro man by the name of Ezekiel to ner & her heirs fcrever, 

Ninth, I leave unto 

my daughter Susannah Byrd one negro, Girl by the name of Elizer and her future Increase 

le any after my deceas to her & her heirs forever, Provided she artives to the age of 

Twenty one years & leaves a will or a lawfull qeir begotten of her boddy if not Iv will 

is the above negro & increase as above be equally divided betwene the following Children 

Viz, George W. Byrd Sarah A Mason Eveline Kelly Littleton M. Byrd John 0 Byrd Mary Bird 

& William R. Byrd to them h their heirs forever 

Tenth, I leave unto my daughter Mary Byrd 

one negro man by the name of Daniel to her and her heirs forever, Provided sne arfives to 

the age of Twenty one years & leaves a will or a lawfull heir begotten of her boddy if 

not my will is that he be equally divided betweho the following Children Viz George W. 

Byrd Sarah A Mason Eveline Kelly Susannah Byrd Littleton M. Byrd John 0. Byrd & William 

R. Byrd to them and their neirs forever, 
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Eleventh, I leave my daughter Elizabeth Trader 

Provided she survives her said husband Samuel Trader and if not to her Child or Children 



Two Hundred Dollars to remain in the hands of George W. Byrd & James Kaeon untile the 

hapning of the above provision and in the event she does not Survive her said husband 

& leirre no child or :hildron my will is the above Two Hundred Dollars be Equally divided 

hetwene my following Children Viz,, George W. Byrd Sarah A Mason Eveline Kelly Susannatif,, 

Byrd Littleton M Byrd John 0. Byrd Mary Byrd Er William R. Byrd to them & their Hein"; 
_ • .,. 

forever,, 

Twelfth, I Give and bequeath unto my loving wife Nancy exclusive of her dower 

one negro woman by the name of Leah to her & her heirs forever 

Thirteenth I leave my 

whold Estate bound to cumfertably support Nancy Byrd and have her neatly P decently 

interd h my family Grave yard free A clear to all the above partes named in this my 

will X- their suqessers forever, 

Fourteenth,- I Give and bequeath all the remainder 

of my hold estate not disposed of by the above will to be equally divided betwene the 

following Children Viz,, Sarah A Mason Eveline Kelly Susannah Byrd & Mary Byrd to them 

and their heirs forever. 

I appoint George W. Byrd and James Mason my Executors free of charge or commissioni 

inder a forfeit of what is Given them above. In testamony whereof I the said John W. 

Byrd have to this my last will and testament signed and subscribed my name this 30th. 

day of May in the year of our Lord one Thousand eight Hundred and fifty five, 

Signed acknowledged and published 

by the said John W. Byrd as and for 

his last will and Testament in presents 

of Each of us at the same time who at 

his request and in his presents subscribed 

our names as witnesses hereto 

Wm. S. Fletcher 

Harvey Johnson 

S. J. Marshall 

John W. Byrd 

At a Court held for the County of Accomack, on the 30th day of November 1857.-

This last will and testament of John W. Byrd ieceased was proved by the Oaths of 

Harvey Johnson and Sylvester J. Marshall, witnesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded.-

And on the motion of James Mason, one of the executors therein named, taking Oath and 

giving Bond, according to Law, in the penalty of Ten Thousand Dollars (310,000)) 

with Georg- W. Byrd, Richard Mason, John C. Wessells, and Major Mason Senr:, -sureties 

thereto,- Certificete is granted him for obteining a probate thereof in due form.-

Test: J. W. Gillet, C. A. C. 

tCf) /11.-Uvv, LAnz 



George W. Byrd 
The Seventh Generation 

George W. Byrd, oldest son of John W. Byrd and his wife, Nancy (Bloxom) Byrd, 

was born on 10 March 1829. He died intestate on 16 March 1899 (obituary in 25 March 

1899 issue Pen. Ent.). George W. Byrd married Elizabeth C. Wessells, "daughter of 

Capt. John Wessells", by a bond of 20 December 1852 (MLB 1850-1854, p. 3). 

John Wessells„ Senr wrote his will on 1 April 1854 and it was recorded on 31 

July 1854 (Wills 1846-1882, p. 195). He named seven children, one being Elizabeth 

Bird. He made son-in-law George W. Bird an executor. John Wessells' 300 acres of 

land was sold to Thorogood Dix by a Court order of May 1857 for $5000. Elizabeth C., 

wife of George W. Bird received a sixth part of the sale (Deeds 1858-1860, p. 629 

and Whitelaw, p. 1195). John Wessells, Senr was listed as one of the heirs of 

John Wessells, "soldier in the Virginia Continental Line in the Revolutionary War", 

on 29 July 1835 (Orders 1832-1836, p. 503). John Wessells of John had married Nancy 

Parks of John by bond of 25 December 1826 (MLB 1806-1832, p. 140). 

Richard Summers and wife Mary deeded Jesse Dickerson, Jr., James Mason and 

George W. Byrd a storehouse and lot on 22 October 1858 for $200 (Deeds 1858-18600 p. 

275). This l acre plot was at Muddy Creek, bordered on the south and west by the 

County road, on the north and east by land of Edmund Bell. The three men and wives 

sold the plot to Selby Bird on 9 January 1868 (Deeds 1867-1869, p. 343). George W. 

Byrd bought 22 acres of Ann Broadwater land on 1 January 1859, from William H. Sin-

gleton and wife for $118 (Deeds 1858-1860, p. 186). He and wife Elizabeth sold this 

land to John D. Rew on 7 August 1864 for S150 (Deeds 1862-1865, p. 514). 

George W. Byrd and his family were not listed by the 1860 Federal Census. In 

1870, he, a farmer at 41 years, was listed as head of household 424/449. His wife 

Elizabeth's age was given as 42. There were seven children in the household: John 

at 16 years, Indiana at 13, Elizabeth aged 10, Lytt at 8. Sallie aged 6, George aged 
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2 years, and William at one month. In 1880, G.W. Bird, head of household 303/304 in 

Metompkin District, was a 51-year-old farmer. His wife was also 51. Son J. Lewis 

Bird, at 24 (26?), was a sailor, Daughter Indianna Bird, at 23, was a dress maker. 

Son Littleton J. Bird, 18, was a farm worker. Daughter Sallie Bird was 15 and son 

George F. Bird was 12 years old. 

The 50 acres that George W. Byrd heired from his father was put in his wife's 

name in 1859 (Deeds 1858-1860, p. 629). On 13 September 1905, Elizabeth C. Byrd, 

widow of George W. Byrd, was joined by their son, John L. Byrd, trustee, in selling 

the property to Melissa S. Mason for $800 (Deeds 84, p. 111). Elizabeth C. Byrd, 

aged 81, was living in the household o2 her son-in-law, Thomas C. Grinnalds, in 

1910. A record of her death has not been found. It seems certain she was buried 

with her husband in the Byrd family graveyard. 

The children of George W. Byrd and his wife, Elizabeth C. (Wessells) Byrd, were: 

1. John Lewis Byrd, at 30 years of age, married Bettie A. Summers, 22, daughter 

of John and Vienna (Byrd) Summers, on 17 December 1884 (Mar. Reg. #3, P.83). They 

were second cousins, once removed. They had six children: T. Lee Byrd (1885-1955); 

Annie P. Byrd, born circa 1887; Viola Byrd, born circa 1889; Mary E. Byrd, born circa 

1895; Reva May Byrd, born circa 1898; and John L. Byrd, Jr., born 1900. 

2. Indiana Byrd, at 23 years of age, married Thorogood 0. Killman, 24, at 

Modest Town, on 30 June 1880 (Mar. Reg. #3 p. 63). Thorogood 0. Kilmon (1855-1934) 

and wife, Indianah F. Iilmon (1857-1940), are buried in Wessells Cemetery. 

3. Elizabeth Byrd, at 20 years of age, married Thomas C. Orinnalds, 27, at 

Modest Town, on 26 February 1879 (Mar. Reg. #3, P. 57). Thomas C. Grinnalds (1851-

1926) and wife, Bettie D. Grinnalas (1859- ), are buried at Parksley Cemetery. 

4. Littleton J. Byrd, at 23 years of age, married Eliza S. Mears, 23, daugh-

ter of Julius and Susan Mears, on 25 June 1884 (Mar. Reg. #3, p. 81). By 1900, they 

had four daughters: Dora M. Byrd, born 1886; Mollie S. Byrd, born 1888; Elizabeth N. 
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Byrd, born 1890; and Pauline F. Byrd, born 1897. Littleton J. Byrd (1863-1939) and 

his wife, Eliza S. Byrd (1862-1924), are buried in Grotons Cemetery. 

5. Sallie Byrd, at 25 years of age, married Joseph W. Taylor, 25, son of Samuel 

T. and Sarah A. Taylor, at Nappsville, on 29 October 1890 (Mar. Reg. #3, p. 108). 

Joseph W. Taylor (1863-1940) and wife, Sallie B. Taylor (1864-1945), are buried in 

Grotons Cemetery. 

6. George F. Byrd. See next section. 

7. William Byrd, born 1870, deceased by 1880. 
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Obituaries of George W. Byrd 

and 

his brother, John 0. Byrd 

' Mr. George W. Byrd died Thurs-
day, 16th inst., after a lingering ill-
ness at his home near Mearsville, 

aged seventy years and was laid Ao 

rest on Saturday efter funeral servi-

ces conducted by hit. pastor, Rev. J. 

L. King,in the family bury inggrouud. 

tie leaves a wife, three Sons, J. Little-

ton, Louis J., and U. F. Byrd, and 

three daughters, Mrs. ThorogOod 
Mrs. Thomas C. Grinuaids 

and Mrs. Joseph W. Taylor. 
The deceased was a well known and 

highly respected citizen and of late 
years had been a consistent member 
of Bethel Baptist Church. Re had 
the esteem of a large circle' of rela-
tives and f ends and no one could 
know him ell without being im-
pressed wit is many amiable traits 
of charac er. Bis family has our 
synipathy in their affliction. 

Mr. John 0. Byrd 

Mr. John 0. Byrd, retired merchant 
and highly- esteemed citizen, passed 
away at his home at 131oxoni, Wed-
nesday, February 22nd, after a ling-
ering illness, aged eighty-six years. 
Re had been a member of Bethel 
Baptist Church for sixty-five years. 
Be opened the first store at Bloxom, 
Va., in 1885 and continued in busi-
ries's more than 30 years. 

Funeral services were held at the 
home Thursday, February 23rd, con-
ducted by his pastor, Rev. J. L. 
Price, assisted by Rev. F. C. Walls 
and Rev. Z. V. Johnston. Burial was 
in the family burying ground. The; 
active pallbearers were Messrs. 
Thorrias Hinman, Elihu Wessells, Wil-
liam Bunting, William Messick, Sr., 
Barton Bull and Willie Young. The 
honorary pallbearers were Messrs. 
Joshua Somers, Hannibal Parks, Roy 
Byrd, Thomas Grinnalds, H. T. Ma-
son, Douglas Dickerson, Drs. W. W. 
Kerns and J. W. Bowdoin. 

Surviving Mr. Byrd are one daugh-
ter, Mrs. Hugh R. Coard, of Green-
bush, one son, Mr. John A. Byrd, of 
Cape Charles, two grandchildren, one 
great-grandchild, one sister, Mrs. 
Mary Young, of Bloxom, one brother, 
Mr. William R. Byrd, of Baltimore. 



George Frank Byrd 
The Eighth Generation 

George Frank Byrd, the youngest living son of George W. Byrd and his wife, 

Elizabeth C. (dessells) Byrd, was born on 13 August 1868 (family Bible) and died 

testate on 27 September 1943 (Wills 24, p. 352). George F. Byrd, 22, married Julia 

A. Mears, 16, daughter of Zadock S. Mears and wife Julia Mears, on 25 December 1890, 

at Mappsville (Mar. Reg. #3, P. 109). Zadock S. Mears, 23, had married Julia Ann 

Chesser, 17, on 12 July 1855. She was the daughter of Polly Chesser. He was the 

son of George Mears and wife Nancy (Mar. Reg. #3, p.3). George Mears was a miller 

at Muddy Creek. When he was issued a bond to marry Nancy Shay, on 11 November 1816, 

he was called "ton of Shadrack Mears". Nancy was a daughter of Teackle Shay (MLB 

1806-1832, p. 82). 

The obituary of Mr. George Frank Byrd stated he opened a store at The Hammocks, 

a village on the north side of Messongo, on 6 January 1892 (Pen. Ent., 1 October 

1943 issue). He did business in this store for 12 years, delivering merchandize 

around the area by horse and cart (E.S. News, 22 November 1989 issue). When the 

waters of Messongo Creek rose, necessitating the evacuation of the village, Mr. Byrd 

moved his merchandize to a store in Sanford, where he continued his business for 37 

additional years. He bought two tracts in Sanford from Henry A. Hall on 30 March 

1906, one of which contained a storehouse (Deeds 85, p. 529). 

Mr. G. Frank Byrd's store at Sanford was a typical one for the era. Not only 

did he sell items a housewife would need, such as sugar, salt, flour, molasses and 

kerosene, but would exchange these for her eggs and butter. He sold overalls, men's 

work pants, boots, "piece goods" for dresses, stockings, shoes, undergarments, and 

shrouds. He carried a line of hardware and sold strawberry crates and fertilizer to 

local farmers. Supplies were replenished by ordering from "drummers", with their 

pull-out display cases, and several trips a year to Baltimore, by steamboat, to 
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order from wholesale companies there. Store hours were long and confining, beginning 

early and closing late, six days a week. Tillage men would gather around the pot-

bellied, wood stove after supper each night to play dominos and euchre. 

Family members recall Mr. Byrd's favorite foods as turnip greens and mannoses 

(softshelled clams). They remember a favorite saying as "by goody". He was liberal 

with his family, especially after losing his wife on 18 April 1926. She was born on 

15 October 1875(family Bible). He and his wife are buried with her parents, in a 

family plot on the Foster Fletcher farm, near Jenkins Bridge. 

The children of George Frank Byrd and his wife, Julia A. (Mears) Byrd, were: 

1. Orville F. Byrd, born 28 March 1892, died 29 April 1971, married Margaret 

Cosby. Commander Orville F. Byrd (ret.) lived in St. Petersburg, Florida. He had 

a daughter, Willie B. Byrd. 

2. William R. Byrd, born 10 February 1894, died 25 January 1976, married 27 

December 1916, Laura May Witham (Mar. Reg. #4, p. 242). William R. Byrd lived at 

Pocomoke. He and his wife are buried in Downings Cemetery, Oak Hall. They had 

four sons, allof Pocomoke City, Maryland: William R. Byrd, Jr., born 19 January 1918; 

Charles W. Byrd, born 10 February 1921; Joseph Byrd, born 16 March 1925; and C. Ames 

Byrd, born 26 April 1928. 

3. Hilda F. Byrd, born 11 January 1896, died 26 December 1988, married, 27 

November 1912, Spencer D. Corbin (Mar. Reg. #4, p. 196). 

4. Son, born 22 July, 1897, died 18 September 1897. 

5. George W. Byrd, born 22 January 1899, died 28 January 1971, married Susan 

Garberson. George W. Byrd lived in Denver, Colorado. He had a daughter, Constance 

Byrd. 

6. Alma Ray Byrd, born 22 July 1901, died 29 July 1903. 

7. Cornelius Z. Byrd, born 4 December 1904, died 7 February 1945, married 

Louisa Davis, of California. Lt.-Col. Neal Byrd was captured by the Japanese at 
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Bataan in 1942. He died in a prisoner of war camp. He left one son, Zane Byrd, of 

California. 

8. Alma A. Byrd, born 30 October 1906, married Harry Smith. 

9. Helen Elizabeth Byrd, born 16 December 19100 married (1) 25 December 1927, 

Warner F. Young (10 July 1904-13 December 1938) (Mar. Reg. #5, p. 11), (2) 15 March 

1940, Donald Maxwell Corbin (Mar. Reg. #6, p. 83). Helen (Byrd) Corbin has two 

children by her first marriage: 

A. Warner F. Young, Jr., born 19 October 1930, married 23 March 1952, Earlene 

Watson of Chincoteague. They have three children: Heather (Young) Titrington, Warner 

Young, and Neal Young. 

B. Julia Ann Young, born 26 December 19330 married 25 December 19530 K. Ray 

Johnson, Jr. They have three daughters: Nancy Johnson, Mary Helen Johnson, and 

Annette Johnson. 

10. Laura J. Byrd, born 26 January 1913. married (1) Lynwood Russell, (2) George 

Mapp. 

11. Frank Mears Byrd, born 27 February 1915, died 14 June 1963, unmarried. 

Note: Undocumented births, deaths and marriage dates in this section have been 
supplied by the family. They were taken from the George Frank Byrd family Bible, 
now in the possession of Mrs. K. Ray Johnson, Jr., Gaithersburg, MD. 
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Obituary of George Frank Byrd 

G. FRANK BYRD 
DIED LAST WEEK, 
AT SANFORD, VA: 
Denied By Death The Privilege 

Of Seeing The Return Of 
Son From The Front 

DECEASE SUCCUMBED 
AFTER AN OPERATION 

Mr. G. Frank Byrd, of Sanford, 
wanted greatly to live to see the re-
turn again of his son, Cornelius 
Byrd, a Lieuteaant Colonel in the Uni-
ted States Army and now a prisoner 
of war of the Japanese Government, 
but death came quietly Monday after-
noon Sept. 27 and the elderly man was 
denied what he most desired. He was 

76 years of age. 
The well-known upper Accomac 

county merchant had made many 
friends during his lifetime by an 
affable and most pleasing manner 
and this is why at the funeral Wed-
nesday afternoon following his death 
the church was crowded and floral 
tributes were so profuse, bearing tes-
timony to a life that had made those 
about him and those with whom he 
had come in contact, a little happier 
and life's journey more complete. 

The elderly man a few weeks ago 
underwent a. major operation at the 
Peninsula General Hospital, Salis-
bury, and had returned to his home, 
showing improvement. however, he 
was suddenly stricken with a heart 
attack and succumbed while doctors 
were enroute to be at his side. 

Some years ago, his wife, Mrs..;
Julia Mears Byrd, pissed on and after 
this loss he was never again quitel 
himself. The couple had reared a 
large family and an attractive fam-
ily and it is Unlilseky "there was evert 
a group in northern Accomack to get 
so much out of life and so much from 
one another. 

In the first World War Mr. Byrd 
had a son in service and then World 
War 2 came and he gave to it three 
sons:----Commander Orville Byrd, Lt. 
Col. Cornelius Byrd and Chief Petty 
Officer Frank Byrd on the U. S. car-
rier "Ranger." b 

It was shortly before Bataan that 
the aged man received a letter from 
the Lieutenant Colonel, but after Ba-
taan there had been no word until 
a few weeks ago when Mr. Byrd re-
ceived a message that the officer was 
a prisoner of war of the Japanese 
Government. Through long months 
he waited for some message from 
him and members of the family be- , 
lieve this had telling effect on the 
health of the distressed father. The I 
Lieuenant Colonel, a West Point grad-
uate, had been with MacArthur from I 
the first in the Philippines and all I 
three of the sons of the deceased have 
acquitted themselves with distinction 

in fighting with the armed forces of 

the United States Government. 

Surviving the deceased are the fol-
lowing: Commander Orville Byrd of 
Providence, H. I., who has been in 
the Navy since the first World War 
and was with the United States task 
forces when they attacked the Jap-
anese at Marshall, Wake and Gilbert 
Islands some time after the attack 
at Pearl Harbor; W. R. Byrd, Poco-
moke; Lt. Col. Cornelius Byrd, Chief 
Petty Officer Frank Mears Byrd, 
George W. Byrd, Columbia, S. C.; 
Mrs. S. D. Corbin, Pocomoke; Mrs. 
TSnwood Russell, P.-:ceme.e; Mrs. Har-
ry Smith, Reading; Mrs. Donald Cor-
bin, Sanford. Mr. Byrd is also sur-
vived by one sister, Mrs. J. W. Tay-
lor, of Baltimore. 



George Frank Byrd and his wife, 
as newlyweds 

George Frank Byrd and his wife, 
as newlyweds. 





1st generation 

Edward 
b.c. 
d.t. 1697 
m. (1)c. 1670, 

Ebourne? 
-7-2-7-jane (Rodgers, 

widow?) 
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2nd generation 

 'ljt 1.73 
d.t. 1727/8 
m.c. 1700, 
bought 650 acres near 
Middy Creek in 1715 

BIRD CHART I 

3rd generation 

Nathaniel 
b.c. 1702 
d.t. 1780 
w. Cathren 

Solomon 

d.t. 1784 
m.c. 1743, Ann Bull 

4th generation 

Jacob 
Charity 
Rachel 
Sarah 
Nathaniel-descendants 

traced in 
Byrd book 

Daniel 
b.c. 17 
d. int. 1751 
w. Margaret 

Ebron, of St. Geor 
rish 

b.c. 1708 
d.t. 1768 
w. Mary 

Major 
b.c. 1810-1812 
d. int. 1751 
w. Sarah 

John, Senr 
b.c. 17 
d.t. 1829 
m. (1)c. 1768, Mary 

(2) 1790, Esther 
Ross 

Solomon, j r, 

? Elijah, b.c. 

? Daniel, b.c. 

b.c. 1746 

1748 

1750 

? Hazekiah, b.c. 1755 

Esther, b.c. 1758 

Rebecca, b.c. 1760 

Scarbrough, b.c. 1762 

Daughters 

Jacob 
Deceased son 

Elizabeth 
Lucretia 
m. Chas. Broadwater 

5th eneration 

William 
b.c. 1770 
d.t. 1825 
m. 1792, Caziah Hinman 
(see chart II) 

Nancy, b.c. 1775 

Daughter, b.c. 1780 

Daughter, b.c. 1782 

John, Junr
b.c. 1784 
d. int. 1816 
m. 1809, Eliz. Poulson 
(see chart II) 

Mary, b.c. 1787 
m. 1806, John Harmon 

Hessy, b.c. 1791 
m. 1809, Tully W. 

Fisher 

Daughter, b.c. 1795 

? Thomas 
b. 1802, d. 1868 

Ebron 
b. 1802 
d. int. 1864 
m. 1821, Mariah Ann 

Lewis 
(see chart II) 

Cathern 
b.c. 1804, d. 1885 
m. 1827, Wm. Martin 



5th generation 

William
b.c. 1770 
d. t. 1825 
in. 1792, Caziah 

Hinman 

John, Junr
b.c. 17 
in. 1809, Elia. 

Poulson 
d. int. 1816 

Ebron 
b. 102 
d. int. 1864 
in. 1821, Nariah 

Ann 
Lewis 

6th generation 

Son, b.c. 1795 
deceased by 1810 

John W. 
b. 10. 
d.t. 1857 
in. 1825, Nancy Bloxom 

George P. 
b.c. 1811 
d.t. 1863 
in. (1) Demariah Bird 

(2) Mary Mears 

Osburn J. 
b.c. 1814 
d. int. 1846 
m.c. 1840, Mary E. Taylor 
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Lewis J. 
b.c. 1828 
m.c. 1849, Hester A. 

Vienna 
b.c. 1830 
in. 1851, John Somers 

Serena C. 
b.c. 1832 
in. 1852, WM. Somers 

Mary E. 
b. 1834, d. 1905 
m. 1852, Thos. M. Poulson 

Eburn T. 
b.c. 1844, d. young 

Sallie E. 
b.c. 1848 
in. 1869, lArni. S. Byrd 

BIRD/BYRD CHART II 

7th generation 

Elizabeth 
b. 1826, d. 1829 

George W.
b. 1829 
d. int. 1899 
in. 1852, Eli. Wessells 

Sarah Ann 
b. 1830 
in. 1848, Jams Mason 

Evaline 
b. 1833, d. 1910 
m. 1854, Elijah B. Kelly 

Elizabeth Jain 
b. 1835 
in. 1855, Samuel Trader 

Susanna 
b. 1837 
in. 1856, Jesse Dickerson 

John Osburn 
b. 1840, d. 1843 

Mary William 
b. 1844 
m.c. 1865, UW6 T. Young 

John Osburn 
b. 1846 
d.t. 1933 
m. 1874, Arinthia Bloxom 

Littleton Major 
b. 1842, d. 1865 

8th generation 

William Riley 
b. 1849 
m. 1870, Margaret J. Bird 

John Lewis 
b. 1853 
d. 1935 
m. 1884, Bettie A. 

Somers 
Indianna F. 
b. 1857 
d. 1940 
in. 1880, Thorogood 

Killmon 
Elizabeth 
b. 1859 
m. 1879, Thomas C. 

Grinnalds 
Littleton J. 
b. 1863 
d. 1939 
m. 1884, Eliza S. 

Mears 
Sallie D. 
b. 1864 
d. 1945 
m. 1890, Joseph W. 

Taylor 
George F.
b. 1868 
d.t. 1943 
m. 1890, Julia A. 

Mears 
William 
b. 1870 
deceased by 1880 

9th generation 

Orville F. 
b. 1892, d. 1971 
in. Margaret Cosby 

William R. 
b. 1894, d. 1976 
m. 1916, Laura M. 

Witham 

Hilda A. 
b. 1896, d. 1988 
in. 1912, Spencer D. 

Corbin 

Son, b. and d. 1897 

George W. 
b. 1899 
d. 1971 
in. Susan Garberson 

Cornelius Z. 
b. 1904 
d. 1945 
in. Louisa Davis 

Alma Ray, b. 1901, 
d. 1905 

Alma A. 
b. 1906 
m. Harry Smith 

Helen E. 
b. 1910 
in. (1) 1927, W.T. Young 

(2) 1940, D.M. Corbin 

Laura J. 
b. 1913 
m. (1) Lynwood Russell 

(2) George Mapp 

Frank Mears, b. 1915 
d. 1963 



Pettigrew 
Bend 

Id Cove -'6' ,, , 
gs>e

4e 

c • ,-,--, 
el> 

'----- ---.._--______ ---=. 

co110

,B r s Marsh 

(5 

• o • 

Poulson 
Pt 4„, • 

zeiti
Cove 

dcbi 
Creek 

• 

• 4) 

•Wintetiville 

E 

.WMearsville 

0
 

658

/ 

A & B - Land John Bird bought in 1715. 
A - Land John Bird left son Solomon in 1727/8. 
cem 1 - Ebron Byrd cemetery. 
cem 2 a., George P. Byrd cemetery. 
B - Land John Bird left son Nathaniel in 1727/8. 
C - Land of John Bird's son Major. 
D - Land William Bird bought in 1800 and left son John W. Bird in 1825. 

He left to two sons, William R. Byrd and George W. Byrd, in 1857. 
William R. Byrd sold in 1895. George W. Byrd's portion was sold 
by his widow in 1905. This family buried in cem 3. 

E. Land John W. Byrd left sons Littleton M. Byrd and John 0. Byrd. 
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